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THE BAHAI RELIGION
AND ITS

ENEMY
THE BAHAI ORGANIZATION

CHAPTER 1

Arceoxp Wit oF Awnrs Baia Arrossnixe & Suorssson Arsives
% Asmascs—ApoL Batta Stares 55 Npvem Arroismss
A Svcrpsar—TeAr T Buia Omgasszamion = xov ™
Banar Hetscion.

The lute Professor E. G. Browne of the
University of Cambridge, who was the best
historian of the Bahai Cause, states:

“My object in the present essay on the Babis is two-

fold . . .
"lmshtopomtwthovmnchiﬁllumtobednm

to thoroughly elucidate the matter, and to emphasize

the fact thut every year which passes will render it more

and more difficult to fill in certain important details in

the history and chronology of this sect. 1 sincerely

hope that some, who have the means and opportunity

of assisting in this task may be induced to do so while

it is still possible; . DBelieving as 1 do that |
Babism is destined to leave & permanent mark in the l
world, lf&lvwﬂmnglybowclunabhttkthtﬁm

work should be accomplished .
Jomdq{lhaﬂqddnlhcsmm.w“.
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THE BAHAT RELIGION AND ITS

This is equally :applimhlv.lu (r(:rl.nin events
in the hisl("',\' of the Hnl'ml I.hth'm“" ludi‘l'\'.
The earlier chronicles of this religion dealt with
the physical martyrdom of the B"“"_ This
history, that I herewith recount, deals with the
3pirill;¥l’ martyrdom that the Bahai Religion has
suffered at the hands of the members of the
Bahai organization.

Although ouly a little over seven years have
elapsed since the passing of Abdul Baha, yet in
these seven years the Bahai Religion has been
diverted from its original intent and strangled
more completely by organization than Christian-
ity was diverted and strangled in the first three
hundred years of its inception, In fact the poli-
cies of the Bahai organization are the inversion
of the Bahai Religion.

It is therefore with mingled feelings of regret,
as well as from a sense of duty, that I deem it
ecessury to supplement my hook, “Abdul Baha
and The Prom"med Age” with this book. In the
mtb&k};a;ned] to s.how’ as clearly as possible
it ton:h teligion is. Whn% now follows
Bk the et ow Uml. the Bahai Religion is
the Bahai o conception that the members of

/ gamzation are engaged in pro-
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Two months after the death of Abdul Baha.
his sister sent the following caplegram to this
country:

January 18, 1922
Hoifa, Withomite, N, ¥

In will, Shoughi Effendi appointed Guardian of the
Cause and Head of House of Justice.

(Signed) GrEatest Howy Lear.

An unsigned, undated typewritten transla-
tion of the alleged will of Abdul Baha arrived in
America four weeks later and was read by Mr.
Horace Holley to a gathering of Bahais. But no
details whatsoever, or comments, upon the al-
leged will were vouchsafed the audience.

The appointment of a successor came as n
thunderbolt out of a clear sky, as Abdul Baha
had given no hint that he intended to appoint
a successor. On the contrary, he suid that after
him the power of the Bahai Cause was to vest
in what would be known as Houses of Justice,
In his own words, published in the official argan
of the Bahai organization, “The Star of the

West,” November 28, 1913; page 238:

“His Holiness Abraham covenanted with regand to
Moses. His Holiness Moses was the promised One of
Abrabam, and he, Moses, covenanted with munl. to
His Holiness Christ, saying that Christ was the promised

3




THE BAHAI RELIGION AND ITS

One.  His Holiness Christ .covo.nnnlod withs regard 14
His .Iloliness “The Par'f(']ete which means His Holiness
Mohammed. His Holiness Muhnn}mwl covenanted g
regards The Bab, whom he cz.tllm'l. .\‘l,\" promised Ope.*
fis Holiness The Bab, in all his books, in all his epistles,
explicitly covenanted with regard to the Blessed Beauty,
Baha'oTlah, that B aha'o’llah was the promised One of
His Holiness The Bab. His Holiness Baha'o'llah covenant.-
ed not that 1 (Abdul Baha) am the promised One, but
that Abdu! Baha is the Expounder of the Book and the
Center of His Covenant, and that the promised One of
Baha'o'llah will appear after one thousand or thousands
of years. This is the Covenant which Baha'o'llah made.
If a person shall deviate he is nol acceptable at the
Threshold of Bah'o'llsh. In case of difference, Ahdul
Baha must be consulted. . After Abdul Baha
whenever the Universal House of Justice is organized, it
will ward off differences."”

Commenting on the above the editors in a
footnote of the December 31, 19138 issue, page
208, express in Lhe following the belief prevalent
;;md?;lg the Bahais during the lifetime of Abdul

“The cycle of Baha'o'llah extends for one thousand or
thousands of years from 1844 A. D.; but it is unique in
that the ‘Most Great Characteristic’ of the new Cov-
:;:nt 15 the appointment of a Center, which is now in
y tﬁ“‘;ﬂ'd Abdul Bahs, and after him shall be vested

mversal House of Justice for a period of one
or of ym.”

4
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At a meeting of the National Spiritual Assem-
bly of the Bahais of the United States and Can-
ada, that I attended Febfuary 25, 1098, at
which seven out of the nine members were pres-
ent, I asked them if they could point to a single
line in any of the writings of Baha'o'llah, or of
Abdul Baha, which even hinted that they in-
tended to appoint a continual line of successors.
One of the members thereupon opened the
book **Some Answered Questions”™ in which
Abdul Baha comments on the eleventh chapter
of the Revelation of St. John and read to me

as follows:

“*And the four and twenty clders which sat before
God on their seats, fell upon their faces and worshipped
God.

‘Saying, We give Thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty,
which art, and wast, and art to come because Thoun hast
taken to Thee Thy great power, and hast reigned.’

“In each cycle the guardians and holy souls have been
twelve. So Jacob had twelve sons; in the time of Moses
there were twelve heads or chiefs of the tribes; '}n the
time of Christ there were twelve apostles; and in the
time of Mohammed there were twelve Imans. But in
this glorious Manifestation there are twenty-four, double

the number ofaﬂﬁleothas.forthegredmd this

manifestation requires it. These holy souls are in the

presence of God, seated on their own thrones;

that they reign eternally.
5
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“Ihese twenty-four great persons, though they are
seated on the thrones of e\-crlmfling rule, yet are worship.
er< of the appearance of the universal Manifestation, and
they are humble and submissive, <

Page 67

It was thereupon explained to me that the
four and twenty elders were the future success-
ors of Abdul Baha, and these successors were
to last until the next manifestation of God ap-
peared, a thousand, or thousands of years hence,
as Baha'o'llah had prophesied.

Immediately I knew that this was not the
meaning, not only because of what Abdul Baha
had said in the foregoing concerning the coven-
ant, but also because twenty-four successsors,
or popes, would be too few to cover a period of

a thousand or thousands of vears. If it were a
thousand years each successor would have to
reign an average of forty-three years after
reaching maturity. If it were two thousand
years, as the “thousands” imply, then each
successor would have to average a reign of
eighty-six years. In both instances this would
be an impossibility.
Later, I studied not only this chapter, but
other writings of Baha'o’llah and of Abdul Baha,
relating to this same subject, and I found that

ENEMY THE BAHA ORGANIZATION

in the words of Baha'o
themselves we have

and twenty elders. A
the question:

Nah and of Abdul Baha
the meaning of these four
bdul Baha said in answer to

“What is the real explanation of the which
in the world of existence?” e o

: x!mwer: Each one of the luminous bodies in this
limitless firmament has cyele of revolution which ix
of a different duration, and every one revolves in its own
orbit, and agnin begins a new cycle. . . . In the same
way, for the whole universe, whether for the hesvens or
for men, there are cycles of great events, of important
facts and occurrences. When a cycle is ended & new
cycle begins, and the old one, on account of the great
events which take place, is completely forgotten, and
nol a trice or record of it will remain, As you see, we
have no records of twenty thousand years ago, although
we have before proved by argument that life on this
earth is very ancient. It is not one hundred thousand,
or two hundred thousand, or one million, or two
million years old; it is very ancient, and the ancient
records and traces are entirely obliterated.

“Each of the Divine Mlnifmﬁo‘:sd have likewise ;
cycle, and during the cycle his laws commandmen
prevail and are performed. When tmde is m
by the appearance of n new Manifestation, &
begins. In this way cycles begin, end, and are m:d;.
until a universal cycle is completed in the '"ul:'c o
important events and great occurrences will of the
which entirely efface every trace and every record

7
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past; then a new univcrsn! cyele begins in the \".o:-l &
“Briefly, we say a umv.crsnl eycle . .  signifies 4
long duration of time, and innumerable and '"f’a]culahte
periods and gpochs. In such a cyele the Manifestations
ar . . . until a great and universal Manifestation
makes the world the centre of his radiance. His ap-
pearance causes the world to attain to maturity, and the
extension of his cycle is very great. Afterwards other
Munifestations will arise under his shadow, who ac-
cording to the needs of the time will renew certain
commandments relating to material questions and affairs,
while remaining under his shadow.

“We are in the cyele which began with Adam, and its
universal Manifestation is Baha'o'llah.”

Some Answered Questions; Pages 183, 184,

Baha'o'llah explains that the length of these
universal cycles of a Manifestation, from Adam
until the next Adam, is fifty thousand years:

“Likewise understand the saying of the Eternal
Beauty . . . the import of which is this; ‘I was with
a thousand Adams; the interval between each and the

next Adam was fifty thousand years, and to every one

:m?:&h[).dfcw the Walayat (succession) of my

The Book of Ighan; Page 119.

“and to everyone of these I
-+ . succession” is explained by

8
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Abdul Baha in.lhe preceding paragraph on page
3. Each Manifestation of God covenants wi%h

the next Manifestati ; A
prophesies l:z l(r??r::;:: l:;folflis(, ::cco:::t tll: : e?ch
of which is usually g thou‘%a d yea sl
All this plainly sho.ws th g o
2 A at the reference to the

four and twenty elders™ does not refer to suc-
cessors or popes. It shows that the Founders
of each religion had the power to look far into
the future and to foretell the coming of another
Founder of religion, a thousand or thousands of
years hence. Baha'o'llah goes on Lo explain
that due to the difference in stations the Mani-
festations use different words and symbols at
different periods. He says that the Founders of
religion “are all seated upon the throne of the
‘Manifestation of God.' A footnote explains
this: “Lit. ‘concealment.’ The station of un-
declared Manifestation.”

Book of Iyhan; Page 126,

The four and twenty elders seated upon the
throne are, therefore, according to both
Baha'o’llah and Abdul, the four t.md twenty
Manifestations who will come at }ntervals of
about a thousand years. “We are in the Mcy‘zl:
which began withAda m, and its universal
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festation is Baha'o'llah™ plainly shows
are in the twenty-five thousandth yeap of this
fifty thousand year cycle, and for the remain:
ha.lf of this cycle tl.le four and twenty Manifest.
ations of God will appear.

But to return to the subject of the alleged
will of Abdul Baha. Although the document
had been read at a meeting of the Bahais i
February, 1922, when I was present, yet it wag
not until three years later, in February, 1925
that typewritten copies of the document were
distributed only among “old and recognized
believers,” with the permission of Shoghi Ef-
fendi., I was presented with a copy.

The reason that the will had come as such a
complete surprise was because Abdul Baha not
only had given no hint that he intended to
appoint a successor, but, on the contrary, he
declared himself many times in unmistakable
terms against such a policy. The following was
spoken at a Persian meeting and was recorded
by his secretary, Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, July
19, 1913:

that We

“The Blessed Perfection* has uptorn the root of the

tree of superstition and religious offices. In the past the
‘ambitious leaders of religions have been the cause

*Baba'ollah
10
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the retrogression
Cause there are
ordination.

and ignorance of a nation,
no religions titles, no cere

(?nc 1S nol respected simply
wears a peculiar dress or carfies refigious

inherited it from \
marks of dislinct::‘: F(;tt)ht;xr:-olh:rol:an;ll}‘ s ¢ not'the
: ok o s those sancfified
souls, the signs of their divine sanctity and spiritualit
become apparent in the hearts of o i
. others. People
are m?consclously uattracted to them through their pure
morality, their justice and loving kindness. Everyone is
drawn to them through their praiseworthy attributes, and
pleasing qualities, and all the faces are illumined by the
lights of their virtues and integrity. In this movement
there is no titls o be given o anyone; no See to be in-
herited by any person. "The Hands of the Cause' are
the Hands of Truth. Therefore, whosoever is the pro-
moter and the servant of the Word of God he is the hand
of Truth. By the *hands of God’ certain definite meanings
are connoted. It is not only a verbal expression. Who-
soever is more humble in the Canse of God he is more
confirmed, and whosoever is more evaneseent, he is
more favored.”

It is inconecivable that Abdul Baha should
have made this public declaration and also the
following two statements, if at that very time
a will of his existed, appointing a successor
endowed with all the powers of a pope:

“There are no officers in this Cause. 1 do not and
special

MOTies of
because he
title, or has
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service, but I encourage cveryone to engage in
service of the Kingdom. The foundation of this ¢ the
is pure spiritual democracy and not a thcog,.mcy R

Star of the West; page 116, August 20, 1017

“In answer to a qu.estion as to .whethcr or not thepe
would be any clergy in the Bahai Cause, Abdul By,
caid: No. In this movement there will never he any
paid ministers, no appointed clergy, no bishops, no
cardinals, no popes, no ceremonies. A clergyman,
assuming that he is ordained to his ministry, may think
that he knows more about God than any one else, whereas
the humble man in his congregation may know
more about God than he does. The sacerdotal and
theological position makes a clergyman  proud and
haughty. But there is one thing in this Cause; some
people may become greater than the rest, not through
appointment, but through the purity of their hearts,
their unselfish deeds, their heroic sacrifices, and their
knowledge of God. Such illumined souls, like kind
fathers or teachers, will guide and teach those less for-
tunate. They are the elder brothers of the members of
the community. They do not arrogate to themselves
any title or position. You will know them by their
humility, their sincerity, their deeds, their severance,
their knowledge, their spirituality, and their attraction.

Diary of Ahmad Sohrab, March 21, 1913
“A gentleman who had spent many years in I”d“’
asked by what means and what kind of orgnnwg
Abdul Baha intended to spread his teachings: |

12
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answer was: ‘Our organization is the love of God, the
knowledge of the Almighty, the descent of the hreaths
of the Holy Spirit, the outflow of the spiritual life; our
capital 18 good deeds, merciful attributes, heavenly
characteristics, and divine ethjee'™

Ibid; December 30, 1012,

Baha'o’llnh emphasized in the following that
in this day we are not to see through the eyes
of clergy, popes, or successors:

“ . . The religious doctors of every age have been
the eause of preventing the people from the shore of the
Sen of Oneness, for the reins of the people were in their
control, Some among them have hindered the people
by love of leadership, and some by lack of wisdom and

knowledge."”
The Book of Ighan; page 10,

“  Among the veils of glory are the religious
doctors of the age, and the theologians of the time of n
Manifestation, who do not submit to the Command of
God, on account of their lack of understanding and
their devotion and love for outward Jeadership . . -
As the people have taken them in place of God for their
masters, they await acceplance or rejection (of the
Truth) by these supporting props; for they h_'a\-o no
sight, hearing or heart of their own to distingnish and
discriminate between truth and falsehood.

“Though all the Prophets, Chosen Ones and Holy
Ones have commanded on the part of God that they
should see and hear with their own eyes and ears, yel

13



the exhortations of the Prophots,
1 and will follow their divines

Ihid ; page ].17.

disregarding

they
have followel "

Also read pages 154 and 5 in “"Some Answerad
Questions,” on what Abdul Baha says abord

popes and the pa pal see.

He also eounsels us to go to the source gand
not take our religion from the mouth of any
man, because as all men differ they naturally
color what they say by their own individuality

“Consider the phenomenal sun which shines forth on
sl existent and contingent beings with the same efful-
gence . . . But its appearance in every place, and
the light it sheds thereon, is in accord with the degree
of the eapacity of that place. For instance—in a mirror
it reflects as forms and disk, and this is due to the
clearness of the mirror itself . . . Likewise, colors also
appesr in accord with (the nature of) the place; even
as in a yellow glass the splendor is yellow, in a white
one the ray is white, and in a red one it is red. These
differences are therefore due to the place and not to the
effulgence of light, and if the place is confronted by an
obstacle, such as walls or ceiling, that place is entirely
bereft of the splendor of the sun, and the sun does not

shine thereon.”
From The Seven Valleys; pages 24, 25

Some of the foregoing quotations were not
familiartomeatthetimetheaﬂegedwm'w

14

e ol

ENEMY THE BAHAI ORGANIZATION

read, s most of them had been suppressed by
Shoghi Effendi and the deaders of the Bahai
organization. But from the very first 1 neither
accepted the alleged will, nor rejected it, but I
leaned far more towards its rejection than 1
did towards its acceptance. My attitude was
one of “watchful waiting.” T knew that if it
were true, the results of the administration of
Shoghi Effendi would be one of the strongest
proofs of its authenticity. If it were not true,
then time and cireumstances would eventually
cause the truth to become known.

This stand on" my part caused me no embar-
rassment, inasmuch as I had never belonged
to the Bahai organization (Spiritual Assemb-
lies). From my personal contact with Abdul
Baha, as well as from all of his teachings, and
those of Baha'o'llah, I realized that one of their
chief aims was to eradicate the clan conseious-
ness from man, and bring him into the universal
consciousness. Over and over again, both Baha'-
o'llah and Abdul Baha, show that the Bahai
Religion is to be brought into each of our lives

and applied, and not into an organization or ’

box, as the leaders of the Bahai o:gamntm
have tried to do. For even though they try to

15
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<uade people that their box includes all the
SR versally minded people perceive

others, yel unl
the same, and shy away

that it is a box just

from it. . _ .
In primitive times the clan idea, or organi-

gation, was the great achievement. For man
was so lacking in the consciousness of the oneness
of mankind that he had to be educated into so
simple an organization as the family life. Little
by little he was led to broaden his conception,
from family to tribe, and from tribe to country.
But that which was a splendid thing and very
necessary at one stage in the life of an individual,
or a race, becomes at a later stage not only un-
necessary but harmful as well. For in exact
accordance as people increase in numbers in
these different boxes, or organizations, so do
the leaders use the force of numbers to impose
their will upon the rest of the race. Thus today
we witness the same old primitive warfare of
tribe against tribe, only as it is now called
organization and is conducted on a larger scale,
we lose sight of the fact that the principle is
the same as that which governed the primitive
races,
This was the martyrdom of Abdul Baha. He
spoke for the maturity of the age and hoped his

16
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followers would cateh a ol

‘ ‘ glimpse of that ity
instead of which they construed the l;?xﬁ::nlt{i:

ligion in a tribal wav : ;
. ¥ and patterned it
effele "lf‘th()ds of the pnst: on the

sci;c;l::nineo;:in'fen:}cxé 1 sz}i? that the cults and
o it !::‘11:1 tcmne tolrfehgl011 not
their own. Tl;::ag 'l' 0 CO'mD@ ’ll Shnons
' § apphies overwhelmingly today
in the case of the leaders of the Bahai organiza-
tion. They have come to the Bahai religion not
to learn its language of the universal, but to
compel it to speak their own language of organ-
ization.

About two years after T had become interested
in the Bahai Cause (in 1914) an offer was made
to me to travel as a paid teacher in order to
promulgate the Bahai Message, 1 refused this
offer because even then I realized that the door
of further spiritual enlightenment would close
unless 1 kept my religion inviolate from money,
and everything that smacked of the old ecclesi-
asticism, as Baha'o'llah and Abdul Baha had

cautioned their followers to do.

When I visited Abdul Baha in 1920 he con-
firmed my stand. It happened thus: One
morning when my husband and I were taking

17
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early morning tea with him e
engulfed in great floods of correspoy
contrary to his usual custom of prg
he spoke of the dreadful lack of ha
among the members of the Bahai

in America, and the letters of ac}:)ip?ﬁstnbn“
they wrote to him, one against the other. “Gthat
God!” He exclaimed, “can’t they underg,t?::t
that I have nothing to do with such pettjnessﬂ

I thought, “Why is Abdul Baha telling me

this? I have never belonged to the Assemblies.”
I concluded that this was an opportune time
to ask him if my stand in not belonging to the
Bahai organization was the right one. His face
beamed with happiness as he nodded approval
and said:

found .

: dence,
1sing people
mlOn}r exis l.)le'

“The organization that the Bahais have among them-
selves has nothing to do with the teachings of Baha'o'llah.
The teachings of Baha'o’llah are universal and cannot
be confined to a sect.”

Abdul Baha has said this same thing to many
other people only not quite so bluntly:

At this same time Abdul Baha also said, 1n
answer to questions that Dr. B.put t0 b,
that the Bahai Religion was the greatest org&%”
ization and Baha'o'llah was the greatest organiz:

18

ENEMY THE BAHAI ORGANIZATION

er, There was nothing incompatible in these
two statements that Abdul Baha uttered—one
to me and one to Dr. B. They both meant the
same thing. Baha'olsh is an organizer in the
supreme and spiritual sense and on the inner
plane as the following shows:

.“’l'he foundation of the palace of pesce is the cons-
ciousness of the oneness of mankind.”

When people come into this consciousness
they are united in an inner organization where
there can be no more lack of harmony than
there could be between the cells of the body of
man. For we hecome keenly conscious that the
members of the body of mankind are as surely
one as that the cells of his body form one
structure. When this happens we realize
that if we are unkind, or harm another, it
returns to us like a hoomerang, through the
immutable workings of the law of cause and
effret. But as the punishment for the violation
of the Divine Law does not always overtake
man so quickly, nor in such an obvions man-
ner, as does the violation of the material law, he
fails to correlate action and re-action. :

Organization is & substitute for the attain-
ment to this consciousness of the oneness

19
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mankind. This is why Abdul I}aha said that
the organization that the Bnh.:us have ‘among
themselves had nothing to do with the teachings
of Baha'oTlah. Abdul Baha was also asked by
a pilgrim if the opening sentence of the follow-
ing was not a mistranslation:

“The Bahai Religion is not an orgamization. You can
pever organize the Bahai Cause. The Bahai Religion
is the Spirit of this age. It is the essence of all the
highest ideals of this century. The Bahai Cause is an
inclusive movement; the teachings of all the religions
and societies are found here; the Christians, Jews,
Buddists, Mohammedans, Zoroastrians, Theosophists,
Freemasons, Spiritualists, ete., find their highest aims
i this Cause. Even the Socislists and Philosophers
find their thearies fully developed in this Movement.”

To this he replied:

“The Bahai Religion cannot be confined to an organiza-
tion."”

The pilgrim was evidently much pleased with
what he considered this modification of Abdul
Baha's first version of the foregoing. For this
second version was immediately printed and
circulated by the Bahai organization, in place of
the first version, in pamphlet “9”.

But no sooner was Abdul Baha in his grave
than the leaders of the Bahai organizatio

20
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cvid.em!y awakening to the fact that the second
version really meant identically the same as the
ﬁt:sg. thereupon suppressed hoth versions. After
his death when they could safely do so, n new
t‘diﬁt')ll of this pamphlet was published, and the
opening sentence was omitted altogether, with-

out ﬁfe slightest typographical indication that
material had been omitted,

In fact, this has been one of the policies of
the leaders of the Bahai organization since the
death of Abdul Baha—to suppress and garble
the Bahai teachings to suit their own ends.

Christ’s mission was to break up the phari-
saical attitude toward life and religion that the
Jews had drifted into. Yet only a few hundred
years after the crucifixion, His followers had
drifted into the same rut of Phariseeism that
Christ came to abolish. He warned them over
and over again that if they poured the new wine
of his religion into old bottles, there would .be
an explosion. We know the frightful explosion
that took place during the dark ages. In this
day thingsbtvespeeded@-f“wd’
seven years have elapsed since the death of :::
Baha yet the Bahai has, in the Bahai
ofShoghiEﬂendiandthelendu!d.ﬂ_* e
organization, become & more pharissice
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than any in existence. A Pharisce is the

type of all those who have lost U:;itt":l:stt‘fr?ul

of mind and become hide-bound to some lcl.ty

ular sect, or clan or reform, and who mflarhc.

faith with a tape measure and tabulate ii

o : 3 and

put it in a box. This state of mind is not cop

fined to members of religious organizati Ous.

For instance, the Socialists and the Bolshevist;

are just as pharisaical in their attitude toward
life as the Phariseces were in the time of Christ,
They are hide-bound to their convictions, and
call themselves progressives without perceiving
that the clan attitude toward life which they
advocate, and which makes divisions among
mankind is always reactionary. This is true,
whether people of this type are tabulated under
the name of a reform, or a sect, or a religion,
and whether the aim is to create class con-
sciousness, or clan consciousness, OF youth
consciousness, or any other divisions. It is
opposed to the principles of the oneness of man-
kind. That is why it is so lamentable that the
members of the Bahai organization should have
reverted to these reactionary conceptions, 80
lost the glorious heritage that Baha'o'llah ;;‘:
Abdul Baha bequeathed to this century. ~"~
following by Abdul Baha describes these types:
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“Holding to the let
indieation of a desire :;: r:ai":ul‘l:: ‘(‘_}:ﬂﬂ'{oﬁmﬁ 30
to be the enforcer of the law lhow'n :m" t:l"m
understanding of the Cause, boit that « 'titu: i
in them 15 not yet established. i G
The alphabet of things is for eki
iu. l.it.m: use their reasoning pov::::ﬂ. llt':l‘lot::uygn:‘bi
spirit’ is a guidance by and through the heast, the
prompter of the spirit. The Pharisees were extremely
orthodox, holding strictly to the law. They were the
cause of the condemnation and ultimate erucifixion
of Jesus."

oy B »

“Were nol the E{cvelaﬁou of Baha'o'llah one adapt-
ble to the entire world and its diverse nutions, it could not
be a nnique and universal Revelation, but its elasticity
adapls itself to all conditions, and its spirit is one that
monlds itself into every vehicle and need for the ac

complishment of the divine plan of unity.

But when some follow merely the hard and fixed
letter of the law, they deprive it (the Revelation) of
its elastic quality—the spirit—and endeavor to convert
it into u hard instrument of inflexible qualities.”

Star of the Weat, June 24, 1915; pages 43, 44, 45.

The very element that had made me shy off
from becoming & member of the Socialist organ-
ization was the very element that mde.muhy
oﬁfrombeeomingamembeto(themm

”‘
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ization. I recognized certain ear-marks ch
teristic to both, which I knew did not ring trye
to the universal. Fortunately for me the only
instruction I ever had regarding the Bahai Re.
ligion was my direct contact with Abdul Bahg
himself, and a very careful reading of the Bahaj
literature. I sensed from the very first that the
group who were known as Bahais represented
something quite different from that which
Abdul Baha was trying to present to the world.
This conviction came to me overwhelmingly
after the death of Abdul Baha. For then the
clan idea, opposed to the universal prineiples
of the Bahai Religion, reigned supreme.

Abdul Baha said that it would be impossible
to ereate any schism in the Bahai Religion. The
Bahais have interpreted this as meaning that
fwo Bahai organizations eannot be formed when,
as a matter of fact, both Baha’o’llah and Abdul
Baha show that 7o organization can be formed

| of the religion itself. How can a state of con-

- sciousness be organized? And that is what the
~ Bahai Religion is—coming into the state of con-
sciousness of the unity of mankind—the unity
of religions, and the unity of God. :

T-hg moment a group of people form a Baha
organization they gre following a “partic e

24
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meeting of unity,” which Abdul Baha, in the
following, exhorts his {nllowcrs not to do:

O friends! Tt is the wish of Abdul Baha, that the
friends may establish general unity, and not a particulur
meeting of unity. You must have great consideration
for this fact, for during past eyoles such events were,
in the beginning, & means of harmony, they became in
the end the cause of trouble.,”

Tablets Containing Instructions; 1008,

. » It 13 not necessary even to lahel one's sell.
One may call one’s self a Bahai and in no way live the
life: on the other hand one may live the life and never
be known as o Bahai. It is not so much by what name
vou are called, but what you are in your hearl. Are
you loving and serving God? Love and service are the -
greatest requisites of a good life. Endeavor in every
possible way to do some favor, some service for sameone
elze; do this daily, no matter how small or trivial the
act of kindness may be. Even a smile counts for much.”

From Table Talls of Abdul Baha; 1900,

“If we are true Bahais, speech is not needed. Our
actions will help on the world, will spread civilization,
will help the progress of science, and cause the arls to
develop. Without action, nothing in the man_v_ml_
world can be accomplished, neither can words nnuacd
advance o man in the Spiritual Kingdom. It is not
through lip service only, that the Eleet of God have
attained to holiness, but by pl_ltient lives of active
service they have brought Light into the World.
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“Therefore, strive that ‘

x your netig
be beautiful prayers, % duy 1

Turmn tow 5 Y day pmy
always to do that which is l’iuhlja,:;d;);;m" and *:
poor, raise the f:t"cn, f:r,mfort the t e, Budd; “.
healing to the sick, reassure the rrowtal, bring

j fearful,
pressed, bring hope to the hopeless, shelter
“This is the work of a true Bahai, and
expected of him, If we strive to do all th
true Bahais, but if we neglect it, we are n
the Light, and we have no right to the

"God, who sees all hearts, knows

are the fulfilment of our words."

4 u.e ¢
the desﬁtu(;:]
.U!i! il 'hu h
“o tbﬂn Wwe m

ot fouo"n of

name,
how far gy lives

“There are prepared souls in every religion.
God is working in all the churchc:yimgubcung?u;uwj
souls in celestial brotherhood. These souls are m!uud
by invisible and spiritual ties and are being ripened by
the Holy Spirit."”

“The Bahai Religion is not an exclusive society, but
a Divine congregation, the dome of which is the

Infinite Heaven, and the temple of which is the expanse j

of the earth.” .
“No one can hottle up the Bahai Spirit. The Babai

Spirit is the most clusive ether; it is here, it is there, it

is everywhere. It is the origin and substance of tllt
highest ideals of this and the coming ages. The Bahui

Spirit is undogmatic, super-racial, int
partisan.”

Aspur Basa.

CHAPTER 11.

Fureoow ov Comcimees o Manli Teaesniss—vis Atbssrsy
Hoocuson Buoum Esvesm Laxe Sovier Cirvmmwueny Sep.
porssin T~ He wan Gannigo Warrinos or BANA O Lan
AND oF AwptL Bass—~Homse or Josmes » max Forows
BTATE~XOT THE Brartuar, Aoty or Bans

During 1026, when 1 visited the Bahai
Assemblies in all the large cities, on my way to
Californin, I perceived that so subtly had a
transition been made from the origingl prin.
ciples of Baha'o'llah und Abdul Buha that the
tenchings had become completely inverted with
few of the Bahais realizing this, In faet, I saw
searcely o trace of the Bahai teachings evidenced
anywhere. To be sure | heard much talk about
universal peace und the brotherhood of man,
and many other principles that are commonly
talked about by the votaries of dozens of seets
and reforms today. But talk about these prin-

ciples is worse than ineflectual when people

ael in & narrow sectarian way, as the Bahais
were, and are doing, in violn_l.i?q ol the uni-)
versal principles of the Bahai Religion.

From everything 1 observed 1 kncw'm
Shoghi Effendi had made & very careful e
of Bolshevism, not in order to combat it

a |
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_'_g 1926, when I wvisited the Bahai
Lm mblies in all the large cities, on my way to
18, I perceived that so subtly had a
ition been made from the original prin-
f' of Baha'o'llah and Abdul Buha that the

ngs had become completely inverted with

e ecf the Bahais realizing this. In fact, T saw
‘ v a trace of the Bahai teachings evidenced
here To be sure 1 heard much talk about
._": sal peace and the brotherhood of man,
;.'n":any other principles that are commonly
ted about by the votaries of dozens of sects
.fclorms today. But felk about these prin-
g is worse than ineffectunl when people
ol in a narrow sectarian way, as the Bahnis
ere, and are doing, in violation of the uni-
v : al principles of the Bahai Religion.
om everything I observed T knew that
hoghi Eﬁendl had made a very careful study

Bolshevism, no! in order to combat it, as
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000 people in subjection, and the method that
they use in election is so identical with that
which Shoghi Effendi has imitated, hoping
that he, too, may in timd become a dictator
on the same colossal scale, that I here quote
it in part:

“But in reality changes in the Politique Bureau are
only brought about by the members themselves. They
name their own list of candidates and the delegates vote
as they are told. No opposition group would dare put
up candidates of its own choice . . "

“The Politique Bureau now consists of nine persons,
who form the Supreme Governing Executive . . "

“The latter's duties are considered very important
and consist of studying the rolls of all those employed on
local Soviets or in factories to find out if they are strict
Communist . . "

“When issues have to he voted on, the procedure is
simple and effective. The chairman reads out the
‘motion and then demands those who are against it to

_ raise their hands. The delegates know too well what
will happen to them if they oppose & motion once it has

been adopted by the platform and sit in silence.”
“When the government has had enough of these
meetings, which are liable to drag on interminably, all
it has to do is to close the restaurant and then the
ddcsates are very pleased to clear out of Moscow. The
whole farce is a magnificent piece of stage management
to make the delegates—and the people they represent—
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as regards the degree and station of the Manifestation

of God, both are acceptable before God, for, in sccord

with the blessed verse: ‘Verily, we have created souls

different in degrees;’ God has created men different in
understanding and diverse in manners. But if those
having two points of view engage in conflict and strife
while expressing their views, both of them are rejected.
For, by knowing the Manifestation of God it is intended
to unify the hearts, enltivate souls and to teach the truth
of God, whereas, conflict and strife of two persons with
two different points of view would do harm to the
Cause of God . v
Baha'o'llah in The Brillian Proof; page 28.
by Mirza Abul Fasl

In the following talk given by Abdul Baha
in 1912 he further elucidates this subject:

% . know ye that God has created in man the
power of reason whereby man is enabled to investigate
peality . . . He has endowed him with mind or the

faculty of reasoning by the exercise of which he is to
investigate and discover the truth; and that which he
finds real and true, he must accept. He must not be an
imitator or blind follower of any soul. He must not
rely implicitly upon the opinion of any man without
iiﬁVHﬁgntiOtl; nay, each soul must seek intelligently,
and independently, arriving at a real conclusion and
‘bound only by that reality. The greatest cause of bereave-
‘ment and disheartening in the world of humanity 1s
‘ignorance, based upon blind imitation. It is due to this
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of Cambridge University, Abdul Baha'
‘ments on this are as follows: e

) . . . Now this iz beyond the power of man, that he
'hou[d be able by interference or objection to, to change
the heart and conscience, or meddle with the convictions
of any one. For in the realm of conscience nought bat

the ray of God’s light can command, and on the throne
“of the heart none but the pervading power of the King

of Kings should rule . . "
Ilnd, pages 66-67.
: . the conscience of men 15 =aered and to be
respected; and that liberty thereof produces widening
of ideas, amendment of morals, improvement of con-
duct, disclosure of the secrets of creation, and mani-
festation of the hidden yerities of the contingent world.
. . . Sointhe world of existence two persons unaunimous
in all grades (of thought) and all beliefs cannot be
L'fvo.'und. “The ways unto God are as the number of the
,._b'mms of (His) creatures,’” is a mysterious truth . ¥
Ibid, pages 164, 165.

.-

Every line of the teachings of Baha'o'llah
‘and of Abdul Baha shows, both directly and
indirectly, the necessity of man's exercising
‘his freedom of conscience, Then what a shock
%o come in contact with the mutilations to
‘which Shoghi Effendi and the leaders of the
Bﬂhal organization have subjected these teach-'
*m such as the following by Mr. Horace Holly
i
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. s understand that back of the Bahai organ-
ization are the real enemies of the Buhai Religion.

~ The Bahai Assemblies were started h_\-- the

~ enemies of Abdul Baha, that is by L. G. Kheir-
alla and Mirza Assad’ullah. The names “Spirit-
~ual Assemblies” or “Assemblies.” which Kheir-
" alla christened his activities have been retained
?'by the Bahai organization ever since. Professor
y E. G. Browne quoling a correspondent states:
. “The doctor (Ibraham Kheiralla) works hard and
' '| Tmthfully, starting class after class, | The believers
l-""‘ '~h_"9 organized in New York with & president and
' [ ' ‘several vice-presidents, The first vice-president told
"c\ .5-“.‘9 that they are 107 or 109 in number and that they
N ‘call themselves an ‘Assembly”.”

Although the members of the Bahai organ-

= Jzation have long since repudiated the personal-
ﬁtlm of these two men (they had to, for, shortly
 afte starting Assemblies, they became the open
Nenemies of Abdul Baha) yet they ha\'(.f never
repudiated their policies. For the pohqcs of
" Kheiralla, Mohammed Ali, Shoghi Effendi, and
tl s Bahai organization are identical, ‘unfi they are
"e' inversion of the universal principles 1:1(;11
Baha’o'llah and Abdul Baha gave to the wor o
" As soon as Abdul Baha had passed e
enemies who had been secretly paving the way
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n " - dare to make if the commercialized dictator-
ship that it has since become. Bul it had all
been astutely planned for,years.
Mermore, in order to control it fully
8| ghn Effendi and his abettors intcrymlmcll
; me of the writings of Baha'o’llah and of Abdul
Baha. The Bahais have accepted these interpol-
‘ations and this alleged will either through lack of
ki owledge and study, or from lack of initiative
':mhich always accrues to those who hand over
their conscience to other people. One of the
" instances of deliberate interpolation of the Bahai
* teachings is in J. E. Esslemont’s book —"Baha'-
o'llah and The New Era,” which was published
%ﬂef the death of Abdul Baha and was revised
d interpolated by Shoghi Effendi. On page
118 Mr. Esslemont asserts:

' .""Baha'u'lluh further arranged that after the death
5f 'Abdu'l-Baha an international spiritual assetnbly
avtu’l’-Adl), representative of all Baha'is through-
the world, should be appointed to take ol?nrge of
affairs of the Cause, to control and Fo-ordmnte ull
activities, prevent divisions nml' schisms, m'nd pre-
ve the teachings from corruption and misrepre-

e ”»
Lo (M.

vy

'i ‘Bnt neither Mr. Esslemont, not Shn'g].li Eﬂoln:;;
site where they found that Baha'o'llah b
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. " ey by Profe,,w F C B
2 . 4 44 s . Tene,
‘. &yd Amc Soc“dy.. 1889: pagcngﬂg. Thf J'-“"T‘{q"

‘4,: e {
| ':. 't‘he b)’-laws of the

sembly published in “Ty.
icle I states:

' '*- National Spiritual Assembly . shall con-

Le thfs sole electoral body of the United States and
hada 1 the formation of the Universal .
.4-_ provided for in the Sacred Writings of the
ai Cause . . In ull its deliberstion and action
National Assembly shall have constantly before it
Divine guide and standard the utterance of Bahs'-

Nationa| Spiritual
Bahai Warld " 1928

Huu.u_- of

that dwell on earth. It is incumbent upon them
ke counsel together and to have regard for the in-
est of the servants of God, for His sake, even as they
ard their own interest, and to choose that which is

ieet and scemly.”

| Vhere this last quotation of Baha'o'llah’s is
n from, the National Spiritual Assembly
ully omit mentioning. But if the reader
‘compare it with the foregoing quotation
| the Tablet to Queen Victoria, he will see
39
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15 from the alleged will of Abdul Baha.
'%[wn Shoghi Effendi first translated this alleged
umll he evidently had not thought of substitut-
ing the word ° "Assembly” for “Baytu'l-AdL"”
~ Later it must have occurred to him that by
Whttlng the words “Spiritual Assembly”
ior “House of Justice” it would make all the

~ writings of Baha’o'llah and of Abdul Baha read
o 'ns if they meant that the Spiritual Assemblies,
I which the Bahais have named their organization,
‘ ﬂmuld be obeved instead of which they mean
‘that we should obey the future state when it is
a od “House of Justice”’, exactly as we ure
Woon ...; ded to obey our government toda)'f
"\?Q during the lifetime of Baha'o'llah and o
“Baytu'l-’Adl" were
m Baha the words \J oG
i slated as meaning just what Lhey‘mm'::)d s
R
Bahs in his grave than Shoghi E eln o
hese words to mean the H‘S"t‘;:a that Abdul
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e

B:(ha is the organization of such assemblies, and
; ’ik their servant. For this servitude is the crown of
eternal sovereignty, and thiz thralldom is freedom in

i " wﬂf‘dﬂ. ’

e
. l:bm of the Heavenly Assembly, and the meeting of
¢

e A

the Kingdom of Abha! . . "

=
-

l Star of the West, Sapt. 8th, 1016; pages 96, 97.

¥ His method of teaching was by way of tests.

- That is, he kept repeating the universal prin-
~ eiples of the Bahai Religion, if people could not
’jm by precept, then they must learn by the
" more severe pathof experience. Therefore, those
"who loved organization and who applied the
Bahai teachings wrongly by trying to confine
the universal to the sectarian and limited organ-

) Won. must learn through the afflictions and
(&’&ﬂum and disharmonies that lwfu_\l them.
~ He said to the Spiritual Committee of Consulta-
’W tion when they asked him concerning their

l‘“‘{'.a‘uﬁes:

ch" “The first duty of ithe members is to effect their own
unity and harmony, in order o ohtain good results. I
the be no unity, or the Committee becomes the cnuse

.‘é‘!.‘fwlumony. undoubtedly, it is better that it does not
xist. If the Committee of Consultation, or the gen

45




-

\aappiness it myst he
With the frienge in
t want a Comp,j
. Y tm
the thought of leader.
cause of js.
God. We are serving
ay '..lilo~thought or aim,
ances of God,”

i

@vm unity by the
10X Otby belonging

. 'i-mbly 15 the

When they gath;
xton. This is

~and steadfast, and began to serve the Cause of Clirist
nsoh:'ed to spread the divine teachings, putti;’\g }m
sels into p.racticc. and arising to serve him, th..z
R of (?hnst became resplendent and his bounty
appeared; his religion found life, his teachings aud his
! s;ﬁdmomhom became evident and wvisible. In other
y ~ words, .t.he Cause of Christ was like a lifeless body,
‘lunﬁl the ‘lif'e and the bounty of the Holy Spirit sur-
g _:..mnded 'tq i
11 Some Answered Questions; pages 120, 121,
And again he said:

) “Regarding the Spiritual Assembly (Board of Con-
‘ Qultation. Working Committee, House of Spirituality),

I $his is not the House of Justice. It isa purely Spiritual
Assembly, and belongs to spiritual matters, and that

i5, to teach the Cause of God, and diffuse the frag-

s of God.”

 “If the believers arise in the accomplishment of this

&]\wol‘k. the existence of the Spiritual Assembly will n‘ot
.~ become absolutely necessary or obligatory, The aim
. "5% to teach the Cause of God and spread the fragrance
" of God. In California they have no Board, but the
: * teaching of the Cause is being done.”
‘.‘.: Instructions of Abdul Baha, ! Tovember 1, to the mambers
] I' of the spiritual meeling.

‘I'...', The leaders of the Bahai orga
M:Shoghn Effendi cite the following by
. 45
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2 Jindividual conscience must he subordinated
the group, because the conscience of many
pec !c 1s of such a low grade that they would
ze¢ many things harmful to mankind if

, :‘“&ey could, as for instance, the selling of opium.,

::Jgrhereforc. the conscience of the minority must
,‘ﬂbe subordinated to the majority, who do not

~ desire these things,
~ In order to gain control over the Bahai Re-
ligion, the leaders of the Bahai organization and
~ Shoghi Effendi have deliberately garbled two
~ things. They have incorporated into their
- by-laws the laws thal deal with the future state
~interpolating them in such a manner as to make
it an article of faith that the individual conscience
* must be subordinated to the Spiritual Assembly,
~of their making. Thisisas diametrically opposed
" to the intentions of Baha'o'llah as it would be
% if the Bahais affirmed that their organization

m‘f was the House of Parliament and then tried to

L ',!»N'Ogabc to themselves its political powers. Like
~ children acting in a charade they havo; gone
~ through the whole performance o.f playing at
'i < Jaeing members of the embryonic H(.JUSP of
 Justi { the Bahais that
~ Justice, and demanded of the

‘YL'?ﬂbedl':"_n‘ edience which Baha'o’llah said should be given

to the State, whether the state be the
47
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to have le'cnted the phrase, “the collective
* which embodies the philosophy of Karl
arx. This philosophy teaches that the individ-
.;;’is‘.of no importance ahd the state, or collect-

give to the Bahai Religion, with the difference

~ only that in the latter case the colleetive man

48 embodied in the Church, while in the former

ease it is embodied in the State, but in reality it

15 embodied in a supreme dictator.

~ Contrary to the inverted teachings that the

. ﬂé&ders of the Bahai organization are promulgat-
?Qing, are the universal and inspiring teachings

‘of Baha'o'llah and of Abdul Baha as follows:

an freed from all priesteraft must endeavor Lo
into practice the Bahai teachings, and to

~ promulgate them each one according to his capac-
Va"_}:-", . When the majority of the peoples of the

oW become sufficiently interested in the first

sect of the Bahai Religion, then only will the

o existence in exactly the

the graduating class

es into the existence of the child only as he
masters all the other grades leading up to it.
~ Concerning the House of Justice."Baha o'llah
| wrote in “The Tablet of the World:
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","" -
".\ m “Some Answered Questions” Abdul

“ 3 . - -
m . . . the General House of Justice, if it be estab-

‘Jished under the necessary conditions—with members
slected from all the people—that House of Justice will

“be under the protection and the guardianship of God , .

~ A footnote explains the House of Justice as
0 ollows:

- “Baitu’l-'Adl, i. e. the House of Justice, is an in-
Qitutlon designed by Baha'u'lah for the administra-
~ tion of the future city. The General House of Justice
Wm determine the laws of the nation, and the Inter-
“f iiﬁional Housze of Justice will aet ns a tribunal of ar-
~ bitration.”

L]
e

.‘..4

|

Page 188,

" When Abdul Baha was asked whether the
" local Houses of Justice would be in each eity
one in each state, whether the International
‘House of Justice would be elected directly or

“indirectly he replied:

llf “Each state, for instance New York, wii! have one
"House of Justice. The cities (of that state) will bc’undtt;!:
‘that House of Justice. The nations will choose finrec ’fl
“the International House of Justice and- mrer)'ﬂ"ﬂli_fI “;:c
b in its hands. For insm;ﬁwi stn‘a w’trl:' :nm;; _: H::L.se
f Justice. The people will elect it.
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The followers of Baha''llah are cautioned
any times that when they are in doubt about
point of his teachings, to study The Book—
, is, his writings. Abdul Baha was never
wn to add entirely new laws to the teachings
aha’o’'llah. In any statement he made, he
ost always referred the reader to Baha'o’llah’s
hings for verification. Yet after his death
alleged will is produced which makes new
that change completely the Bahai teachings.
laws are not only contrary to everything
Baha'o'llah taught, but also contrary to
il Baha's own teachings.
four chief laws that change completely
f 1 Beligion are: ! '
rst. the appointment of 2 continual line
Cessors Or popes for a thousand years: who
 to control man’s conscience.
R 53
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of Justioe of Syria (s & state under the Turkish Empire)

will elect the House of Justice of Constantinople. Then
Constantinople, London, Paris, Washington and <o on
will elect the International House of Justice."

The Light of the World; Pages 102, 103.

Again in “Ten Days in the Light of Acca®
K ght of Acca™ he

“The House of Justice will be appoi
pointed by the le.
It must be obeyed because it is the Law of God exme:i
th?u;h the people by their own will and voice.
It i- the center
reda:lﬂ;hinp. 1t is the Law i
peaple, reflecting His Will i esire;
e s e conmun::f’ their need and d 2

-

CHAPTER 111

Fovr Cumr Laws or Bana'o'sean Inverron sy Szoamt Errexn
—By-Laws oF ™TiE Banatl Orcaxmanion—Faorions—Wontn
sy Conresences ax INniszer Aomiviry or Banat Onaax-
zamioN—I Reguest Leasners ar Banat Oncaxation 1o Sexo
ror Proroorarss or Antnond WiLL Axp Prove s Avmes-
TICITY.

The followers of Baha'o’llah are cautioned
many times that when they are in doubt about
any point of his teachings, to study The Book—
that is, his writings. Abdul Baha was never
known to add entirely new laws to the teachings
of Baha'o'llah. In any statement he made, he
almost always referred the reader to Baha'o'llah’s
teachings for verification. Yet after his death
an alleged will is produced which makes new
laws that change completely the Bahai teachings.
These laws are not only contrary to everything
that Baha'o'llah taught, but also contrary to

Abdul Baha's own teachings. pod e
The four chief laws that change completely
First, the g o

of successors e
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Secondly, these successors are to he gy
dictators over the House of Justice.

This makes the state subject to the control
of priesteraft, and is wholly contrary to the Bahaj
principles, one of which was that the Houses
of Justice were to be elected by universy] suf-
frage, and will constitute the future state.

Thirdly, the taxes that Baha'o’llah and Abdyl
said were to regulate the economic affairs of
mankind and which were to be paid to the Hoyses
of Justice, are to be paid to Shoghi Effend;.

Fourthly, there was to be no organization
of. the religion itself and no paid officials or
priesteraft.  Yet despite this the Bahais, at'
the dictation of" Shoghi Effendi, have incorpor-

:(t:ld u-ot]h,i tl;:l)mn Religion,. z.md are trying to

: ugh a more rigid and more bigoted
Kll';estcf‘aft than almost any other in existence.
spiﬁttz?;ls ngrﬁi t'he lg;lhai Religion from a
i e e&;:i;a W chh.Abdul B.ahz} said
e S acy, which he said it was
s g 1s part of the Declaration

Preme
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DECLARATION OF TRUST

By the National Spiritual Assembly of the
Baha'is of the United States and Canada.

We, Allen B. McDaniel of Washington, D. C., Horace
Holley of New York City, N. Y., Carl Scheffler of
Evanston, Ill, Roy C. Wilkelm of West Englewood,
N. J., Florence Morton of Worcester, Mass., Amelia
Collins of Princeton, Mass,, Ali-Kuli Khan of New
York City, N. Y., Mountfort Mills of New York City,
N. Y., and Siegfried Schopflocher of Montreal, Quebec,
Canada, duly chosen by the representatives of the
Baha'is of the United States and Canada at the Annual
Meeting held at San Francisco, Calif., on April 29, April
30, May 1, and May 2, 1926, to be the National Spiritual
Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States and Canada,
with full power to establish a Trust as hereinafter set
forth, hereby declare that from this date the powers,
responsibilities, rights, privileges and obligations re-
posed in said National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is
of the United States and Canada by Baha'u'llah, Founder
of the Baha'i Faith, by ‘Abdu’l-Baha’ xts Intupr?tu
and Exemplar, and by Shoghi Effendi, its Guardian,
shall be exercised, administered and carried on by tho
above-named National Spiritual Assembly and their
duly qualified successors under this Declaration of
Trust.
Arrice 11
- . . We declare the purposes and
to be to administer the affairs of the cause
55
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of Baha'u'llah



THE BAHAI RELIGION AND ppg

for the benefit of the Baha'is of the Unijteq States
Canada according to the principles of Baha'i aﬂ;;'nd
tion and administration created and established ;::
Baha'u'llnh, defined and explained by ‘Abdu’l-Bay, »
and amplified and applied by Shoghi Effengd; and l::,
duly constituted successor and successors under
provision of the Will and Testament of ‘Abdu'l-Bahy *
Other purposes and objects of this Trust are:
b, To hold and be named as beneficiary under any trust
established by law or otherwise or under any will or
other testamentary instrument in connection with any
gift, devise, or bequest in which a trist or trusts is or
are established in any part of the world as well as in the
United States and Canada: to receive gifts, devises or
bequests of money or other property.
€. All and whatsoever the several purposes and objects
set forth in the written utterances of Baha'u'llsh, ‘Abdu’l-
g:‘h.a' and Shoghi Effendi, under which certain juris-
on, powers and rights are nte vt
Spiritual Assemblies, 3 G
ArricLe IV

'h;lu‘be Trustees, i, e,, the National Spiritual Assembly,
e adopt for.the conduct of the affairs entrusted to
s u‘nder this Declaration of Trust, such by-laws,
m° procedure or regulations as are required to
it tb::dofm on its own administrative functions
S the several Jocal and other elements com-
Canas 2 body of the Bah'is of the United States and
th-ud" ':'?l neonsistent with the terms of this instru-
in with the explicit instructions

56
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given us to date by Shoghi Effendi, Guardian of the
Cause of Baha'u'llah, which instructions are already
known to the Baha'is of the Unitad States and Canada
and accepted by them in the government and practice
of their religious affairs.

BY-LAWS OF THE NATIONAL
SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY.

Azrricez |

The National Spiritual Assembly, in the fulfilment
of its sacred duties under this Trust, shall have ex-
clusive jurisdiction and authority over all the activities
and affairs of the Baha'i Cause throughout the United
States and Canada, including paramount authority

in the administration of this Trust. . . . It shall be
charged with the recognition of such local Assemblies,
the scrutiny of local membership rolls, . . . It shall

appoint all national Baha'i committees and shall super-
vise the publication and distribution of Baha'i literature,
the reviewing of all writings pertaining to the Baha'i
Cause, the construction and administration of the
Mashrigu'l-Adhkar and its accessory activities, and lhc
collection and disbursement of all funds for the carrying
on of this Trust. It shall decide whether any matter
lies within its own jurisdictio:bor vlﬁtmthenm:::;
of any local Spiritual Assembly. It shall, in such case
as ituyconsiden suitable and necessary, W%
from the decisions of local Spiritual Assemblies and ons
have the right of final decision in all cases where

qualification of an individual or group for continued

587
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voting rights and membership in the Bahg’; body is ;
question. It shall furthermore represent the Bal;a";: 2
the United States and Canada in all their Cooperative i
spiritual activities with the Baha'is of other lands, s
shall constitute the sole electoral body of the Un;:g
States and Canada in the formation of the Universa]
House of Justice provided for in the Sacred Writin : i
the Baha'i Cause . . . Inall its deliberation and afts’ %
the National Assembly shall have constantly be!’omm'rtl
;;:hDivine guide and standard the utterance of Baha'ul’-
“It behooveth them (i, e, 8 iritual Assembli
be t!:c trusted ones of the Mercli)lul amon;sfnu::h:Zi ::
consider themselves as the guardians appointed of God
for all that dwelt on earth. It is incumbent upon them
it: take counsel together and to have regard for the
terests of the servants of God, for His sake, even as

they regard their own inte :
dhegedn sy rests, and to choose that which

'52: Baha'is of the United States and Canada, for
_ :‘en.e:t this Trus_t has been established, shall
Canada who e o o dent in the United States and
Assemmbly gy poose - og0ized by the National Spiritual
W;P‘W'“Wtbemqnimmmuofwﬁng
A voting m‘w&hf'icommm}ity. To become
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provided by Article VII, Section 12, of this in.
strument.

b. Have attained the age of 21 years.

¢. Have established to the satisfaction of the loeal
Spiritual Assembly, subject to the approval of
the National Assembly, that he possesses the
qualifications of Baha'i faith and practice re-
quired under the following standards: Full
recognition of the station of the Forertnner
(the Bah), the Author (Baha'u'llah), and ‘Abdu’l-
Baha' the True Exemplar of the Baha'i Cause.
unreserved acceptance of, and submission to,
whatsoever hus been revealed by their Pen:
loyal and steadfast adherence to every clause of
Abdu'l-Baha's sacred Will; and close association
with the spirit as well as the form of present-day
Baha'i administration throughout the world.

Armicee VII

Section 2. The general powers and duties of :.l?cnl
Spiritual Assembly shall be as set forth in the writings

of Baha'wllah, Abdu'l-Baka and Shoghi Effendi.
Section 3. Among its more spunﬁcdnhu. a local
Spiritual Assembly shall have full jurisdiction d.lll
Baha'i activities and affairs within the b':lmm-
sul ject however, to the exclusive paramount
authority of the National Spiritual Assembly as de-
fined herein. s
. . - w =
Section 6. The local Assembly shall p:l: P Baha'i

P T g g --;'.'.A" R;. o -
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community before such members shall he admits
voting membership; but where an individyal ,f’d .to
satisfied with the ruling of the local Spiritual As ol
upon his Baha'i qualifications, such indiviciu T“‘bl}.
appeal from the ruling to the National Asseml)lvn w;:;::

shall thereupon take jurisdioti
ey Jurisdiction of and finally decide

Section 7. On or hefore
! the Ist day of F
| ) \ eb
of t;wh year \the secretary of each local Assemblvr:::i‘;
::( 'ﬁte(:j t}.lc Secretary of the National Assembly » duly
ertified list of the voting members of the locx;l Baha'i

community for the inf. -
Naﬁoml A“e"lb!_v. ormation li[ld Bppp‘)vd Of the

Section 8. All matters arisi ithi i
zl‘m:f;mity which are of pu:,l‘,g l::}min:ml'g:l &g:h:l
renfhs to;lct llfc natif)m.al i.ntcrests of the Cause shall b:

€ Primary jurisdiction of the Spiritual Assembly
decision whether g particular
rest. and welfare of the National
3 with the National Spiritual

from a 4 %
to the Nationa) ceision of his Spirityal Assembly
it shall take ; A,‘”_m!’l}'. which shall gzntermine whetzg
the Jocal Spirituct Junisdiction of the matter op leave it to

Assembly for reconsideration. In

event that the
diction of the , ,Ni::mw
Section 15, Aq
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concerning the affiliation of any Bahs'i or group of
Baha'is in the United States and Cansda shall be
referred to the National Spiritusl Assembly, whose
decision in the matter shall be final.

Arricre IX

Where the National Spiritual Assembly has been
given in these By-Laws exclusive and final jurisdiction,
and paramount executive authority, in all matters per-
taining to the activities and affairs of the Baha'i Cause
in the United States and Canada, it is understood that
any decision made or action taken upon such malters
shall be subject in every instance to ultimate review and
approval by the Guardian of the Cause or the Universal

House of Justice, .

All this is illegal, for it creates a trust and
incorporates into that trust part of an alleged
will which purports to appoint a successor, who
has changed the teachings of Baha'o'llah and of
Abdul Baha. Furthermore that all succes-
sor, Shoghi Effendi, has commercialized the
Bahai Teachings by continually urging the
collecting of money, under the powers granted
in an unauthenticated will. | 7

Article T of the By-Laws states that The
National Spiritual Assembly is to have exclusive
of the Bahai gcm tcfm

L = =%
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the United States and Canada in '
of the Universal House of Justice. th? i
This also despite the fact that Baha's’
and Abdul Baha said that the House ::'l?h?sltlph
wi!l nol come into existence except throum}t:
universal suffrage. That is when the majori%'
of ) lh.e world believes sufficiently in the Bah ;
prmcnplcs they will vote it into e.\.;istence. "
I 'wish to eall especial attention to the third
!;:amgrapll: herein printed begixining. “It be-
ooves them (i. e, Spiri i
it Ongs 't? | ]?x'r:ntual Assemblies) to be
b“bp!ntua]. Assembly” in this paragraph has
e 0 intentionally substituted for House of
yﬁtn::. The future House of Justice, which
::the' the .future state has no more relation
ot . tse;w-mn narrow Assemblies of the Bahais
. delibera? to do. with a kindergarten. This is
s ed garbhn'g ?f these words by Shoghi
Baha’o”ll:},n d‘the National Spirituyal Assembly.
oo id not use these words “Spiritual
e Y.~ He used the words “Baytul-"Adl”
means H i
ouse of Justice. The garbling

ENEMY THE BAHAI ORGANIZATION

to suppose that the powers that Baha'o'llak
and Abdul Baha said would be vested in the
future state, when it is called House of Juxti&
is vested in their hands. ’

Mr. Holley also stated in that same article
in the “Bahai Year Book:"

“The second (characteristic of Baha't Administra-
tion) is the entire absence from the Baha'i Cause of
anything approaching the institution of a salaried
professional elergy.”

When he wrote that the expenses for the
administration of the Bahai organization for
one year were over $47,000.00 and a good share
of this was fora “‘salaried professional clergy.”
For instance, Mr. Albert Vail is an ex-Unitarian
clergyman and he is now the leading clergyman
of the Bahai Cause. He still calls himself The
Reverend Albert Vail and he receives a regular
salary, and devotes his entire time to preaching.
In making this statement, I am casting no re-
flections upon Mr. Vail's sincerity of purpose.
Whatldntryingtoconveyisthe.mmuke
that the leaders of the Bahai organization make
when they resort to hypocrisy and false state-
ments. Mr. Holley did this because he knows
that both Baha'o'llah and Abdul Baha said there
was to be no salaried clergy in the Bahai cause:
63
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The leaders of the Bahai organization seek to
side-step this issue by calling their preachers
“teachers.” But this deludes no one except
themselves. Mr. Holley also is a regular “sal.
aried professional eclergyman,” in the sense
that he receives a regular stated salary and is
one of the principal preachers of the Bahaj organ-
ization.

The following is the financial statement of
the Bahai organization (National Spiritual As-
sembly of the Bahais of the U, S. and Canada.):

StaTEMENT oF Casy Receiers AxD
roz Pezion April 1, 1026 o March 31, 1927,

Woreester Bank & Trust Co §1,965 12
Northern Trust Co.. ..., 115 .54 $1,080 66
Cash Receipts:
ForTemple.......... ... 2,200 10
ForBudget........ ..~~~ 34,909 11
For Teaching..,.. . ..~~~ 14.80
ForGreenAcre. ... .~ 3,937 .28
For World U Conferences. . 4,541 00
For Green Institute of
World Unity, ...~ 2,000 00
;:clqd'or Special.. ... 15500
B ‘ ...l."’..' mw
l?ul’ﬂyi.&m., 100.00
04
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For General Publicity. .. ... ..
Interest Earned.. .. .. .. v,
Disbursements: .'

Temple......... . 22,185.20
Teaching.......... 5,064 98
Green Acre........ 1,182 93
Star of the West . .. 3,621 01
Internstional ... .. 2,205 00
World Unity

Conferences. .... &§816.85

Archives.......... .51

3,000.00
21.90 51,080 28

838,010 94
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For the next year ending March 31, 1928,
it was no better. For although %59,181.61 was
collected, yel the expenses were $48,151.28.
The treasurer complained in “The Bahai Nspy
Letter” of January, 1928 that at this rate nine
years more would elapse before the temple could
he completed. This despite the fact that it was
started as long ago as 1912,

He might have added with equal truth that
long before the nine years have elapsed that
there would not be a single soul left in the Bahai
organization, if the decrease in membership
continues at the same rate that it has since
Shoghi Effendi became dictator, or successor.
In 1916, according to the United States Census
of Religious Bodies, there were 2,884 Bahais in
the United States. Ten years later in 1926
there were 1,247+, This decrease of more than
half has taken place since the death of Abdul
Baha in 1921, In 1916 there were no expenses
for the upkeep of the Bahai organization as
the powers back of it did not dare. while Abdul

Baha was alive to have salaried officials, as
ouf’etyi:eknew that this was the greatest violation
o7 Bahai Teachmgs But under the régime

hoghi Effendj, the alleged successor, although
Almanac for 1989 Page 182

*See The World
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the membership has dwindled to less than half.
yvet the expenses for the maintenance of the
.urganization during the year 1926° were
$47,288.83! .

During the lifetime of Abdul Baha, zll the
money that was collected was used to i.)uy land
and to erect the foundation of the Bahai Temple
at Chicago. The financial reports were mxde
public through the official maga.zmc:.of the Bahai
organization, ** The Star of the West.”” But short.l_v
after the death of Abdul Bahn. the ﬁnn.ncml
reports were no longer made pubbc,"but pnflted
privately in * The Bahai News Letter and circu-
lated only among the members of the Bahai
or%inn;z?)tfm&ese reports shows thgt 559,808:00
was sent to Shoghi Effendi, covering a period
of a little more than two months (from No::ix:k-
ber 80, 1925 to February 8th, 1.926.). 1 o
the money sent to him iince then is hidden

i “International.” ;
th:):e?anuary 3rd, 1928, I wrote to the n;n;
members of The National Spiritual Assem
in part as follows: Lot
is that instead of this Bahai Fund being g

*From April 1, g'm;wm; 81, 1927
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purpose that The National Spiritual As;

ted it would be, it has been diverted, i;o;;:?tly;e P .
greater extravagancies of the Bahaj organizai:iol:x s
Your budget gave the fixed monthly sum, for the mgin.
tenance of the Bahai organization gs #2,745.00 ‘maln-
financial statement in the November “b‘nhaiet\'the
Letter” shows that the expenditures for four mo tt:::
were $18,832.16, or at the rate of $4,708.00 a mo:xtb
which is nearly double the amount that the Nationai
Spiritual Assembly said it would be. That is, the fund
that the National Spiritual Assembly said would b:
used for the building of the Bahai Temple, are being

used in increased expenditures of the Bahai organiza-
tion,"

After this letter was sent [ received no more
copies of The Bahai News Letier. On November
19th, 1928, I wrote Mr. Holley asking him to
send me copies of The Bahai News Letter for the
year, 1928. He answered in part as follows:

November 26, 1028,
D?I'n Mrs, White:

_'In regard to the Baka’i News Letter. 1 am sure you
will understand that this is & medium in the nature of 8
igdl "ewspaper, published in the interests and for the
&:m‘tlon of those who are actively cooperating with

administration of local and National Assemblies
g*:hhed under the ianship of Shoghi Effendi.
Loty ring the case, I discontinued sending the News

68
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vour unwillingness to b the Do p
administration nutlinedmbe “qup‘;'n;x%h; ,;'m?::u;
Abdul Baha. Nothing would make us all happier th:n
word from you and Mr. White stating that after thorough
investigation, you accept the validity of the Wil and
therefore are willing to cooperate according to the
methods and principles therein defined

Yours faithfully,
(Signed) Homace Horvey,
Secretary,
To this I replied:
December 1st, 1928,

My dear Mr. Holley:

“Your letter of November 26 has been received. In
reply permit me to remind you of the following facts:

During December, 1925, the National Spirittul
Assembly mailed & pamphlet to me the purpose of which
was to raise a fund of 400,000 in response to the request
of Shoghi Effendi. This fund was to be used to bnild
the Bahai Temple and for the upkeep of the vsrious Bahai
activities, Without knowledge at the time that the
alleged will of Abdul Bahabadnotbeenw&::
thenticated I donated $354.00 to the fund. The
News Letter is one of the activities that has been

: as secretary and editor
out of this fund, and your salary A8 SSCIERT Ll
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request that you send me the back numbers
from November, 1827, :

‘dating
Sincerely yours,
(Signed)  Ruth White,

To this I received no reply, nor did My
Holley send me the Bahai News Letters., I:‘or:
;;1:?:;1.), I was able to secure them from other

Yet my letters evidently had the s y
iﬂ?c.t of awakening the members of the ﬁltl;ct:l?l
Spiritual Assembly to the necessity of curbing
their extm}'agancies. For shortly t;fter sending
the .fog-egomg letter, they passed a resolution
to limit their expenses to $33,000.00 a vear
But even .this is a colossal sum, comparéd t(;
other religious organizations, with a like number
of only 1,500 members, and who do not even
Zroftss thnt' there are no salaried officials and
a::ol'é?l'men m  their organization. There is
e :r reason also why t.he Bahais curtailed
. bui]flp:hmg and. are making desperate efforts
ok lle ahai Temple, It was told to me
Willen, :te -kll:own Bahai that the officials of

i faw: threate.ned to blow up the
started abo:t gmmee Bahan lyel;ﬁl = whmbl;wm
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holders have complained that this unsightly
foundation, which looks like an arsenal, has
depreciated the value' of their property to
such an extent, that the officials have given
notice that the Temple must either be finished
or dynamited. If it is dynamited it will be a
fitting symbol of the activities of the leaders
of the Bahai organization. It will be no reflec-
tion on the Bahai Religion itself, but only a
reflection on those who have tried to build on a
wrong foundation by subverting the Bahai prin-
ciples to suit their own ends.

In this same_article Mr. Holley also makes
this statement:

“The third characteristic is the ahsence of internal
factionalism, that bane of all organized effort, In'('i the
sure sign of the presence of spiritual disease . . .

Mr. Holley knows that the history of the
Bahai organization has been one long battle
and internal factionalism, such as few organiza-
tions have experienced. This is because they
are functioning in an utterly un-Bahai way.

I could cite dozens of instances, but the following

from the minutes of the meeting of tb;u‘l;’:;“

Spiritual Assembly of New York City, e
l!!l)% will suffice to show that Mr. Holley's
statement is false: o
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“Miss Juliet Thompson stated that Sheoks es
asked her to appear before the Asscug?l[;hlhgendi haqd
them with some of the matters about ‘wb}lh Aquaing
talked to her on her recent visit to Hajtg ¢ had

That Shoghi Effendi believes that there i

.heu- in Nm.v York of two schools of thought thmqer
I am putting this very roughly in my own 'wo:-d: sag:
: « He

said that there were these two schools—thcse t

elements,’ b

The Chairman: Factions?

:l?'ingti; palliate and excuse it, but he said ‘it i
an « it is a fund al di e | ing.’
i e amental difference in teaching,
Tbe.hreach may widen and it may result i

M;l'; org-:mﬂe referred to persons. He said that
most importer a very large following and that it was
with the g 4 to bring her and her group into harmony
5 oo M“‘:‘" ly. That it was most important
Py ¢cled to the Board and that he wished
dl'ﬂimltq : -_..Heuiditmaverydee,p'm
we’"““mm to be overcome, but that it must be
that if she would not consent herself to
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he on the Board, then some member of her group, of
members of her group must be appointed with the
others on the Board. He said that because this difference
in teaching was a very serious thing, he wished that the
tenchers—and then again he said the leaders of the
groups—would get together—and he wished a olass
to be formed of teachers, and that these teackers should
be required, really required to be present at these meet-
ings, at every meeting to uphold this class and to go
deeper into the teachings together and to thrash out all
their differences together until they arrived at & common
understanding and agreement =0 that the teachings in
the various groups would not differ,

The Chairman: Did Shoghi Effendi make any point
as to which of the two sides gave the right teachings, or
taught in the right way?

(Disoussion)

Miss T.: 1 brought up this fact and what Shoghi said
with relation to that was that we must leave the under-
standing of Baha'u'llah to the future. What l gathered
from him was that we must sacrifice everything st this
moment to effect unity. ’

The Chairman: (The chairman here referred to his
willingness to sacrifice anything and enryﬂnns th:
order that we might work together, but intimated ¢
it would be difficult to sacrifice the station of B:: Mm
teachers to come together and study the teachings
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reach this understanding; and he said that
not come through this invitation, that &
must be used. First reason by reason—anq they -
does not succeed we must use some other i if that

He seems to not wish at all the Bahais to l;t A
time and effort and money into these outside m(l:v the.u'
like the League of Nations, etc. He said that thee
pour all that they have into the direct channelg of o
Bahai Cause, s of the

He regretted very much that some of the prominent

Bahais joining and devoting their time to those oth
movements,” .

if they a:
other r;le:;‘;

This faction between the National Spiritual
Assembly, on the one side, and Mrs. Ford and
her group on the other, is due to the fact that
tl?c former accept Shoghi Effendi as supreme
fhctator. or pope, while the latter accept him,
mn the words of Mys. Ford, “merely as business
manager or errand boy,” of the Bahais. But
it should be clear to all factions by this time that
to accept him in any capacity at all, based
onan unauthenticated will is equally wrong.
\Theth?r Shoghi Effendi is accepted as pope,
:l: business manager, in either case he has been
choo ot appalling failure and has brought
mang dei ¢ Cause. As pope he has made
2 visions—the very thing the Bahais said

successor woyld prevent, and he has dec
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their numbers to less than half. A« “business
manager or errand boy" he has been an equal
failure, as the foregoin‘g financial statements
will show. Despite all this, the command he
issued that some of Mrs, Ford's group be ap-
pointed on the Board was evidently carried
through successfully. For some of her group,
who, prior to this edict, were opposed to organ-
ization, have since been elected on the Board
of the Local New York Assembly.

The frightful disharmonys prevailing among
the members of the Bahai organization, and
the afflictions that have befallen them individ-
ually and colleetively, is the retribution for
violating the teachings they purport to represent.
For the spiritual law of Cause and Effect works
with inexorable accuracy according to our
actions and not according to what we profess
to believe.

No matter how ardently we may try to
promulgate a religion, if we are on the wrong
path in that religion, we are not protected from
the working of the Law of Cause and Effect.
For religion is like a great dynamo. Only as
we follow the right path in religion does i
position become analogous to the expert o
trician who, having learned the laws
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govern n dynamo is able to light and e
5 LAF 1)

'l\l >
1 Sime lpwy

arn how to apply ity
laws we receive marvelous power; but if “"‘" do

not learn how to apply its laws, we are

houses by ils beneficent power,
apply to religion, If we le

e In exactly
the same position as n man who, calling himself

an electrician, and yet not understanding the
dynamo, receives nothing but shocks and short
circuils,

This is the meaning of what Paul said: “God
15 not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth
that shall he also reap.” Playing at religion
is mocking God. This is true whether the play-
ing is unconscious or not. It almost always is
unconscious. For a test means falling into an
error that we at the time cannot see as an error,
otherwise we would avoid it. It is the worldly
interpretation of religion that precipitates people
into the trap of tests.

For a brief period, and for some inscrutable
reason, God has destined that the leaders of
the Bahai organization continue in their intox-
icating charade, but the dawn of the awakening
is already manifest. Like children who will not
learn that fire hurns except by B‘Pem”'
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misapply religion without experiencing fearful
penalties,

[ asked Mr. Mountford Mills if he did not
think it strange that everyone of the secretaries
of Shoghi Effendi, who went to Haifs from
different parts of the world had all come to
grief. "He admitted that it was very strange
indeed.,

In less than five years this is what has happened
to some of them: Mr, J. E. Esslemont, a young
Englishman died. Mirza Mahmood, a young
Persian also died. The same fate befell M. Hip-
polyte Dreyfus, ¢ Frenchman, Mirza Assad'lu-
lah (I think that was his name) another young Per-
sian, became completely incapacitated through
paralysis of his right arm. In Mr. Mills’ own
case, his health became completely shattered,
and the affliction which befell his wife is even
worse. There are others who were equally un-
fortunate, but I have forgotten the details,
I'would not be thus personal except to show what
I believe to be the workings of the law of Cause
and Effzct.

But to return to the subject of factions. I
attended a meeting of still another faction among

by Mirza Ahmad Sohrad. It was as far from
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the Truth of the Bahai teachings as the Ram

sectarianism of the National Spiritual ‘.\'qqe:l'l;;blw
is at the other end. For though the .lc"ctn v
tried to prove himself broad and libcr@l Ul:'r
proved himself nothing but bewildered ns' f 5
as the Bahai teachings are concerned, Ona:
instance alone will be sufficient to show this,
He said that the time would come when babies;
would be created in the laboratory! At this
lecture Mirza Sohrab showed still further his
mental confusion by stating that he had a dream

a vision. And then he proceeded to recount

the vision of the dry bones, related in Ezekiel,
chapter xxxvii, as his own. He even quoted
th.e very words as his own. And the audience
Ialrly. gasped at what may have been an un-
conscious plagiarism. He also quoted whole
paragraphs of Abdul Baha as his own, without
specifying, or even hinting, that they were the
words of Abdul Baha,
. The Bahais do not all their activities “organ-
ization™ bhecause they know that the founders
of the Bahai Religion said it could not be organ-
lu.d- ‘ Therefore, they have tried to side-step
Issue tIpy calling their activities sm
pa owation,” as commanded by S
Effendi. This despite the fact that since the
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death of Abdul Baha they have not only ineor-
porated the Bahai Religion but made it a
thoroughly narrow and commercial organiza-
tion as well. Some of the activities of their
organization are collecting funds, part of which
15 paid to Shoghi Effendi, and part of which is
used to finance their paid officials—their Green
Acre Summer School—their lecturers—and to
publish The Bahat Magazine, as well as their
indirect activities, flourishing under World Unity
Conferences.

The inversion of the Bahai teachings has
taken place so gradually that many of the Bahais
are unconscious of the extent of these inversions.
It is, therefore, a constant source of wonder,
that, for some, to them, unaccountable reason,
intelligent people shy off when they try to per-
suade them to come into their organization,
or box. As a consequence they have resorted
to indirect methods of propaganda, and they
have organized “World Unity Conferences”
and a magazine called World Unity and a World
Unity Foundation. Shoghi Effendi wrote to
the Assemblies in 1926 as follows:

" with the World Unity Conferences,
ke pollcy that dhoui. be adepted wih
regard to these conferences and other Bahai activities
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in general, . . . the National Spiritygl
should . . resort to the twofold method
and indirectly winning the enlightened pu
unqualified acceptance of the Bahai Fajth.

.\ssemh]ies
of direotly
blic to the

method would assume an open, decisive and 0ha;Il‘lhe i
‘hallen
tone. The other, . . . would be ProgresE i‘:g

cautions . . .
Bahai Administration by Shoghi Effendi; pages 114 113

The World Unity Conferences are held in all
the larger cities, but no mention is made from
the p.latform that it is a Bahai activity. The
Bahais flock to these meetings to do W};at they
call “follow-up work™ among those who evidence
any m'terest. This “follow-up work” would
:Je all]l right if it were not for the fact that these
eachers who do “follow-up work” >
Sllflde‘ those who have jﬁst heardt ryun?:'el:x:l
principles propounded from the platform, to
accept the inverted conception of these prin-
ciples. That is they attempt to get people into
; box or organization to which they must pay
b;ml: ti:ll;d blzecome clan conscious, and to little
s taught to .be!ieve that they must

blym nfsly the dxc‘:tates of the Spiritual

m“fbllow- an 05 Shoghi Effendi. In fact the

i up work really means that by a very

gradual process the proselyte is led to accept
80
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the inverted teachings of the Bahai Religion
Mr. Horace Holley is one of the leaders of th.;
Bahai organization, and yet as one of the leaders
of World Unity Conferences, and as managing
editor of World Unity Maganine he represents
himself as a modernist, And for promulgating
these irreconcilable view-points he receives a
salary from both sides of the organization.
In December, 1925, the National Spiritual
Assembly of the Bahais of the United States

and Canada issued a pamphlet, “A Plan of
Unified Action to Spread the Bahai Cause.”
The object of this plan was to make a drive to
raise $400,000, as the following quotations show:

The ohjects of the plan are, in brief, to unify the
efforts and enlarge the numbers of the Cause in North
America, penetrate the consciousness of the public with
the spirit of Baha'o’llah, and, by the end of three years
at most, accumulate, in response to the request of
Shoghi Effendi, a fund of $400,000 to construct the first
unit of the superstructure of the Mashriqu'l-Adhkar*
at Wilmette, Illinois. '

_ . . It is the fixed and unalterable intention of l}u;
National Spiritual g'nmnbl;;h to ‘s? ﬁrinisw the affairs
of the Cause, and so assist the [nends, ths :
specified by the Gundiﬂ;(w ﬂ’s“;“"“““", 75

To carry this plan steadily forwand to & sccei

81



THE BAHAI RELIGIoN AND g

conclusion means that contributio
dollars per month from
Baha'i beginning Januare 1996
g ; et A wAY, ﬂlld 1
interrupedly untj] December, 1928, Ty )i
At the end of the three-vear i
: : Perod the condition

of the Fund will be laid | '
Cause . RN refore the Guardm_n of the

One of the pamphlets and a letter soliciting
contributions to this fund, was mailed to me,
Without remembering at the time that both
Baha'o'llah and Abdul Baha had forbidden

soliciting, or begging in any form, I made seyeral
contributions, Shortly after this, T realized
that such policies, and others that the leaders
of the Bahai organization were advocating were
contrary to the prineiples of the Bahai Religion,
“one of which was that it should be kept inviolate
from money and other worldly considerations,
such as paid officials and paid teachers. ;
Through this action of theirs I also realized
that it had given me the legal right to demand
of them that they send for photographs of the
alleged will. For I saw that under the admin-
istration of Shoghi Effendi the Bahai teachings
had not only hecome more and more inverted,
but more and more commercialized. 1 then
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send for [?hntogfaphs of the alleged will in order
to prove its validity, part of which i5 a3 follows:

December 8, 1027,
National Spiritual Assembly

of the Bahais of the

United States and Canada.

I was asked by your organization, the N, 8. A. of the
Bahsis of the U. S. and Canada, which purports to
represent the Bahai Religion in America, to contribute
to a fund for the support of the various activities, hoth
direct and indirect of vour organization. This National
Bahai Fund for raising money to support your organiza-
tion was ratified by Shoghi Effendi, whom your organ-
ization has accepted as the successor of Abdul Baha,
based on a document purporting to he the will of
Abdul Baha. Typewritten copies of this document
were distributed among & number of people, in 1995.
But these copies bore no evidence that this will was
signed, or in the handwriting of Abdul Baha, nor who
translated it. And this omission was doubly strange
considering the fact that all Tablets of Abdul Baha
coming to this country always specified that they were
signed by Abdul Baha.

As you know Abdul Baha wrote many times to different
peoplebeforehepcneditwthis'wld.th}”d’ﬂf'
ment, or Tablet, purporting to come from him, even if
sent, or presented by a member of his own hnﬂa.ﬁ
be accepted, unless they were written in his own
writing and signed by him. And even then the suthen-
ticity of them must be attested to.
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I request that you, in your official Capacity, a8
one of the officers of this organization Present to p,
legal evidence that your organization, in its acceptanes
of Shoghi Effendi as the successor of Abdul Bahs is
founded on a legal chaim, by presenting to me, o or
before the 18th day of January, 1028, an authentje
photographic copy of this document which purports
to be the will of Abdul Baha.

Yours in the service of the Cause of God,
Rute Waire.
Mgzs. H. Lawrexce Waire
P. O. Box 879, Grand Central Station
New York City

I sent this letter to Mr. Horace Holley, M.,
Roy C. Wilhelm, Mr. Alfred Lunt, Mr. Allen
MecDaniel, Mr. Carl Scheffler, Mr. Louis Greg-
ory, Mrs. Amelia Collins, Mrs. May Maxwell,
and Mrs. Florence Morton.

Four weeks later, on December 81, I received
a reply from My, Holley, part of which is as
follows:

Cable Address, Bahai, New York.
NATIONAL Seiriryar, ASSEMBLY oF THE BAHA'IS OF THE
UNtep Srates anp CAnaDa
Office of the Seer
120 Easr Teymy StrEET, Nd:w’vYou Cmm
December 81, 1027,
My Dear Mys, White:

MWmhawamwmmwhﬂ
mm%wm&mu'wm
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letter raises only one fundamenta) question, namely,
the validity of the Will and Testament of ‘Abdu'l-Baha.
Since this Will appoints & Guardian to administer the
administrative affairs of "the Cause, and since the
Guardian has approved the matters you question, it of
course follows that those who really desire to conform
to the wishes and instructions of "Abdu'l-Baha will
accept His instructions concerning administrative affairs
as soon as they know what these instructions are.

We can, therefore, give you full assiirance that the Will
and Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, a copy of which was
seat you over two years ago, is a document written by
Him in His own hand, the validity of which has been
established by a number of well-known Baha'is from
different countries, who inspected the original at Haifa,

Apart from this entirely convincing proof, it is a
matter of interesting historical record that, when the
custody of one of the Bahai'i tombs st Haifa WAS ques-
tioned after the departure of '"Abdu’l-Baha the final
decision lay in the hands of the representative of the
British Government administering Palestine under the
mandate of the League of Nations, and after full in-
vnﬁgaﬁonhemtomdthekmoltbe'l‘ambbthe
Guardian appointed in the Will and Testament of
"Abdu’l-Baha, . g

As no photographic copies of this document exist in
thisemmtry.wemuubletommmw for
a copy. In view of the fact that the world-wide
i community naturally most concerned with es-
: _ : ' ey of "Abdu’l-

the completeness and accuracy ‘
final instruction to His followers, has been

FEl
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satisfied with the verbal accuracy of His Wi
ment; and in view also of the fact that

civil authorities of Palestine have also accepted
Guardian as the administrative head of the Bal:::
i

Cause, we know that you may rest assured that obed;
to "Abdu’l-Baha at this time means obedience toe:]?
e

Guardian appointed by Him in all matters pertaini
to the Baha'i Cause.” .

(Signed) Horace Horpey, Secretary

This letter was wholly unsatisfactory, becayse
the very point in my letter as well as in others
that I sent was this very issue—that the alle
will does not express the wishes of Abdul Baha
and cannot be accepted as the wishes of Abdul
Baha until it is proved valid. And yet the
National Spiritual Assembly incorporated part
of the contents of this alleged will in their by-
laws, and made it an article of faith of the Bahai
Religion. As for Mr. Holley's statement: . .
in view also of the fact that the highest civil
authorities of Palestine have also accepted the
Guardian as the administrative head of the
Baha'i Cause . . .” it means nothing at ,’"
as far as the vital issues that I am dealing ‘"th
are concerned. It merely amounts to this
that as there was no property, either person!l
or real, bequeathed in the alleged will, and a3
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no one contested Shoghi Effendi’s right as sye-

cessor, the government's recognition of Shoghi

Effendi consisted in perthitting him to be the

custodian of the Tombs of the Bab, and of

Abdul Baha, and of Baha'ollah. When I say

that no one contested Shoghi Effendi’s right

as successor, | mean that no one contested it
to the point of insisting upon having the alleged
will put to the acid test of handwriting experts.
That Mohammed Ali did not do this is very
significant, or suspicious to say the least. For
anyone who is familiar with the Cause knows
that Mohammed Ali has for the past thirty
years left no stone unturned to control the Bahai
Religion, and the very fact that he so readily
acquiesced to Shoghi Effendi’s claim indicates
collusion. In other words Mohammed Ali knew
that he had no shadow of a chance of ever being
a leader, or a successor, in the Bahai Religion
because of the fact made public that he had
interpolated the writings of Baha'o’llah.c He
therefore must have decided that the best way
to share in the wealth and power that would
come to the family of Abdul Baha through the
appointment of a successor, would be to ac-
quiesce to the appointment. Then in order to

'Sume-Mmu'a-;-mxpwumwm
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strengthen Shoghi Effendi’s ola; \ s
claim also merely as g |1|utf.m:'::|.dh:hf"t e
Shoghi Effendi produced the will hé an o
it without a8 murmur. Whereas cver\'on(c;pte'd
liar with his activities knows lhat’ .thiqei o
at all the thing that Mohammed A} w.ou7dn(;)t
unless he had some ulterior molive, :
I believe this to be the case from long and
cart?ft.xl research of all aspects of the %a}?ai
Religion in its relation to the administration
of Shogl}i Effendi and his abettors. I base my
assumption not on what Shoghi Effendi says but
on what he has done, and is doing. This is the
only gauge that Abdul Baha said we should use.
My reasons for believing that Mohammed Ali
is one of the abettors of Shoghi Effendi are many.
For nstance upon the death of Abdul Baha all
the things that Mohammed Ali has always
Etood for began to be inculeated into the Bahai
Cwse, such as the commercializing of the Bahai
ﬁ:\we through extreme and narrow organiza-
e with paid officials, ete. Even in such
g le?d:gsasthespeﬂingofthe sacred names,
™s of the Bahai organization have re-
s only o i ned AIFs style, This latter
Bt thing, but it shows that even
trifling things that the will of Mobam-
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med Ali is being followed, functioning, of
course, through the personality of Shoghi Effen-
di. Later in this book I will give what to me is
an overwhelming proof that Mohammed Ali
is the secret power behind the throne of Shoghi
Effendi.

As Mr. Mountford Mills was one of the “well
known Bahais” who had gone to Palestine
shortly after the passing of Abdul Baha I wrote
to him asking him to give me what information
he could concerning the alleged will. He answer-
ed as follows:

THe*Harvaup CLus
27 West 4418 St.

New Yorg Crry
January 10th, 1028,
Dear Mrs. White:
I have your letter of yesterday and have also received
the copies of your eatlier letters to the National Spiritual
Assembly and to Mr. Holley, all bearing upon the

question whether the Will accepted by the National
Spiritual Assembly as Abdul’ Baha's Lut.'l‘edu:ent
is really so. Needless to say, I am glad to give you say
information I can relating to the matter,

Answering more specifically the questions in your
pe-solc WilL

I have seen the Wil _

Rhwﬁt&mmht&Wcotﬁaw

It is signed by him.
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Its ;?ms written before the M
from him in this country are 5

It IS not dated, byt its
from its contents.

It has not been probated in the se

aster's

have arisen in your mind i
: 3 concerning th tcity
of the Will. Please let me know. uIglmv."’e ::;:!;;-:d ex-

ceptional opportunities to learn the f i
: o acts a
do not hesitate to assure et

(Sincerely yours,
(Signed) MounTtrorp Miuts,

Then upon further questioning he wrote
again as follows:
Tue Harvarp Crus
27 WesT 44718 St.
January 22nd, 1928.
Dear Mrs. Whte:

I have your letter of yesterday.
As

I wrote in my last letter, the fomll““"""; 4

executing wills here required by our laws
90
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spplied to the Will of Abdu'l Baha Vie"ing it through
the eve of our custom so far as possible, however, we
should consider its three parts as forming his main Wil
to which two codieils had beeg added, ail Lh!!cp‘ru &(ng
his Lest Will and Testament. This is the view I took
when writing you. It also seems beyond qQuestion that
this was the Master's own intention. The three parts
were filed together in one place by him, with the evident
intent that they should be read together as one document.

Answering your specific questions,

All three sections are signed by Abdu'l Baha.

The first two sections are sealed.

All three sections are in the handwriting of Abdu’l
Baha. .

The Master’s seal was stolen during his visit to this
country in 1912,

The first two sections were thus obviously written
before 1912, the last section after his return to Palestine
in 1813, A closer approximation to the exact dates can
be drawn from events referred to in the separate sections,
but I have not this data with me here. As expllmed
above, following our occidental terminology, there is
but one Will with two codicils, the three parts baving
been written at different dates.

The commands of Abdu’l Baha which you quote
concerning the identification of letters alleged to have
to Orientals who might come to this country and mingle
with the Friends with the purpose of creating differences
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to Dr. v+ Who, as you know, di
alterwards.  That these instructio
been intended to apply in full
writings is clearly shown by
sent to us that were almost never wrill‘vn in hiy 0

hand beyond the signature, However, | lgree with .*n
entirely that he would wish even more strongly that
anyone feeling that he had reasonable grounds to douly
the authenticity of so gravely important a document

as his Will should take every reasonahble Precaution to
be sure,

I come here shary)
Hons  eonld not luvy
detail to 4 of the Mutcr':

the innnmomblo Tahletu

Sincerely,

(Signed) MouNrronp Mines,

In response to other letters that I wrote to
the National Spiritual Assembly, reiterating
my demand that they send for photographs of
the alleged will and have it examined by hand-
writing experts, I received a reply from Mr.
Holley, asking me to meet the members of the
Spiritual Assembly. T accepted this invitation
and met them on February 25, 1928. The
object of the meeting on their part was, SPP:;;
ently, to try and make me believe thift I sho ;
accept this document on verbal and wc“m‘f:nl
tial evidence., I, on my part, l:eiterated W?M
had said in my letters, and, I tried to make i
realize that to accept it in this m"m;:h&
disobedience to the commands of Abdul Bé
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I also asked them how they could possibly
believe they were CArrying out the wishes of
Abdul Baha in this alleged will before they had
first carried out his wishes regarding the accept-
ance of any document alleging to be his such as
he expressed in the following:

“"Any Persinn, . {who comes to America) |
even if it is Shoghi Effendi, or Rouhi Effendi (the two
grandsons of Abdul Baha) the friends must demand of
him before anything else, his credential letter, written
in my handwriting, or signed with my signature,”

(Signed) AnpuL Bana Ansas,

From Star of the West, October 16, 1913,

They contended that this referred to a certain
relative of Abdul Baha's, T maintained that it
referred to anyone, and that it made no differ-
ence whether a person brought a letter or docu-
fment, or sent one, alleging to be Abdul Baha's
which gave him authority, this command applied
equally to either case, and that it applied over-
whelmingly to the case of his alleged will. For
this gave Shoghi Effendi more potential author-
ity than a king or a pope. 3 )

The Vm'];n;fct that Shoghi Effendi mﬂ"‘;’
fied in the above manner was portentious
what has happened.
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This meeting was characteriged by th
quisitorial methods of the dark ages as ' e in.
the activities of the leaders of the Bahai ::ost of
zation are. I was questioned in thijg Wise - rgani.

“"Would you accept Shoghi Effend; 8s the gy

sor of Abdul Bahai, and would you obey him if the%
were proved to be sbsolutely valid?” will

I replied that T would not according to their
conception of obedience. For in every age
people obey or disobey religious teachings ge-
cording to their capacity. The fanatics who
constituted themselves the custodian’s of Christ’s
teachings considered that they were the only
people who were obeying Christ, and in their
zeal to make others obey they resorted to
inconceivable eruelty.

I might as well add here the convictions that
came to me later. I would not accept the ap-
pointment of Shoghi Effendi nor obey him even
if handwriting experts said the will was authen-
tic. For this reason: Even if the instructions
in the will are authentic, the instructions given
by Abdul Baha during his lifetime would have

to be considered side by side with those in the
will. Therefore if the instructions in the "el’“ud
will are repeated only once or twice, and the
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reverse of these instructions were repeated and

printed hundreds of times during the lifetime

of Abdul Baha and at the very time that the

alleged will was already in existence, this fact

far outweighs instructions found after his death,
even in the incredible event of the will proving
to be valid. Furthermore, Abdul Baha said that
if an angel from heaven ecomes down and tries
to change the teachings of Baha'o'llah, do not
believe him. Shoghi Effendi has changed the
teachings by mis-applying every fundamental
principle of the Bahai Religion. Therefore to
accept the appointment of Shoghi Effendi at
all is to throw over completely the Bahai Relig-
ion; for he has changed the Bahai teachings from
a spiritual democracy, which the founders said
it was, into a theocracy, which they said very
emphatically it was not.

I learned at this meeting that the photographs
of the alleged will, which 1 had requested three
months prior to this meeting, had not even been
sent for. Therefore, the next day, hefore the
session of the Spiritual, Assembly adjourned I
sent by special delivery a letter in which I urged
that they cable to Mr. Allen Mchn.wL who was
then in Haifa, and request him to bring back the
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photographs when he returned.

to this letter Mr. Holley wrote lhatlih res
graphs had been sent for. [t had € photg.
nearly three months of hard work ¢ tak?n
first victory. © Rain my

46

CHAPTER 1V,

1 0o 1o Loxpox i¥ QUesT or Tne Proroanaras OF THE ALLzopn
Wie—Basar Cavsz Uxoes ax Bourss 1x Esm..;m
GruMaANY—PROMIECY oF Anvon Bana Frurien 'l‘n-umm
Disrovanry oF 3 Forrowns.

Although everyone whom I had questioned
concerning the alleged will assured me that it
had never been photographed, yet about this
time I heard that one set of photographs did
exist and was owned by a Persian in London.
As I had received no assurance to numerous
inquiries I had made as to whether the photo-
graphs had beén started on the way, I therefore
sailed for England on April 25. This was for
the twofold purpose of securing this document
and also to observe the effect of the administra-
tion of the Bahai Cause under Shoghi Effendi.
Due to a very fortunate combination of circum-
stances that had occurred several years earlier,
I succeeded in obtaining permission to have
copied the only set of photographs of the alleged
will that existed, according to all the reports
that 1 had heard. Someofthetentihefbm
illegibleinpart,asczzvidlmtly.mmeGﬂle!m‘““""l
been spilled over them. But needless to say
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phot(?graphs when he returned. n
to this letter Mr. Holley wrote that thl'esponse
graphs had been sent for. It had € photo.

take

nearly three months of hard w 1 e
s § or :

first victory, K to gain my

CHAPTER 1V.

I 6o To LoNDON 1IN QUEST or e Puoroonares or tae Arcpess
Witt—Banat Cavse UNver ax Eourse v Exgrasn ass

Gramany—FProruecy or Aspvl Bana Founiies Tusovos
DispovarTy or uis FoLowens.

Although everyone whom T had questioned
concerning the alleged will assured me that it
had never been photographed, yet about this
time I heard that one set of photographs did
exist and was owned by a Persian in London.
As I had received no assurance to numerous
inquiries I had made as to whether the photo-
graphs had been started on the way, I therefore
sailed for England on April 25. This was for
the twofold purpose of securing this document
and also to observe the effect of the administra-
tion of the Bahai Cause under Shoghi Effendi.
Due to a very fortunate combination of circum-
stances that had occurred several years earlier,
I succeeded in obtaining permission to have
copied the only set of photographs of the alleged
will that existed, according to all the reports
that I had heard. Some of the ten sheets “;’;

ible in as evidently some _
i}bek:‘: :pdlega:t’mthem. But needless to say
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[ was overjoyed at the mirae

which fortune had favored me.
I met practically all the Bahais in Lone

and while there I was invited to meet the mey
bers of the National Spiritugl Assembly c:;
England at the home of Mrs. Florence (;l‘;)l‘gp
The members met at two o'clock to I.rmx'sa.o‘t.
business, and my husband and I were asked t‘o
come at four. We arrived at the appointed hoyp
and the maid said that the meeting had not yet
adjourned. While we waited we could Occasi;m-
ally hear voices in strong disputes. Apologies
were sent out several times that the delay was
unavoidable. Finally, at nearly six o'clock, the
members emerged limp and tired. No sooner
were greetings exchanged than Mr. G. P. Simp-
son approached each member of the National
Spiritual Assembly and said very dramatically:
“I have finished with you forever! You are not
Bahais! You are not Bahais!

And then he strode from the room beside
himself with rage.

Mrs. George, who was convalescent and had
recently returned from a hospital, was almost
overcome with grief. One of the members sug-
gested that if each repeated some of the Bahai
prayers aloud it would comfort her. This we

ulous manpep In

]()n.

T, T I

-
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did, each repeating in turn the prayer which
most appealed to him. I shall never forget the
pathos and tragedy in her exquisite  voice,
modulated by suffering, as she repeated her
prayers. But I also felt, and knew that the
tragedies and disharmonys among the Bahais
were the outcome of their mis-applying the
Bahai Religion. They were like inexperienced
children meddling with a dynamo, and all they
received from it were shocks and injuries. In-
stead of which they might have received the
beneficent effects of the dynamo, had they
followed the instructions of the founders of the
religion they were purporting to represent,

Lady Blomfield, who was present at this meet-
ing, said to me that there was practically no
longer a Bahai Cause in England, and she had
come to the conclusion that the Bahai Cause
cannot be organized. She had asked Abdul Baha
in 1911 if he approved of the Houses of Spiritual-
ity (the organized groups of Bahais also called
Spiritual Assemblies). He replied as follows:

"Byouhadlivedinthethnedﬂisﬂolinuth'e
Chﬁstwhichwonldyouhavechumtobe—-o@?o(hn
disciples, or a member of the Council of Trent?"

She replied:
o ut question I would have chosen to be one of
His disciples. But if by my presence I could have
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leavened and helped the Council o

[ Trent, ¢
kave chosen to be one of them * hen 1 Would

Lady Blomfield now perceiv
choice would have been a mjst
to leaven the Bahai organizat
an impossible task.

In Germany it was just as bad. The Balya;
cause was under as great an cclipse s it was inl
England due to the administration of the alleged
sucecessor. One of the leaders complained bitter)y
to me that the coercions of the National Spiritual

Assembly of ( rermany had gone to such an ex-
treme that they had actually forbidden the
.Bah:u:s to so much as speak of the Bahai Message
mn their own homes, should they happen to have
callers. This would be an infringement of one
of their laws that only those appointed could
give the Bahai Message!

Tb_e following letter was given to me by Herr
Herrigel of Stuttgart, showing in part the extent
of the dictatorship that the National Spiritual

mbly has assumed under the instructions
of Shoghi Effend;.

A Cl'rculaf Letler from the National Council to the German
Bahai-local Groups and its scattered Friends.
Dear Friends!
The National Council feels called upon to render the
explanation concerning its status and mission:
100
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In accordance with the distinet wish of Baha'u'liah ang
Abdu’l Baha, and according to the instructions of oy
Guardian Shoghi Effendi, it devolves upon the Natiouel
Councils to watch over tHe development and the in-
terest of the Holy Cause in each country, in which
they have been installed; and to protect both at home
and abroad, the common interests of the various Baha'i
congregations and of the scattered friends in the said
country; to guide them and to represent them. This
council comes into being through the indirect ballot
of the professed followers of the Holy Cause within
a district, and, consequently, it represents the will of
these as expressed through the ballot. The friends, by
their vote, place the destiny of the Holy Cause in the
hands of the National Council for the duration of its
term of office, and in accordance with the injunctions of
our Masters, it is the unqualified duty of the groups
and of the avowed friends of the Cause, to fulfill the
commands of the National Council, as being the highest
national organ of this order. It is & foremost duty for
all followers of the Holy Cause to adapt themselves to
such voluntary discipline. In the event that any dis-
agreement with the National Council should arise,
disagreements, which can not be clarified after & con-
ference with that body—an international House of
Justice is provided, in accordance with the law of
Baha'u'llh. If this fails, the problem lies in the hands
of our Guardian, Shoghi Effendi. mmd
Baba'u'llah set forth us its highest principle, Unity and
Order, and a_conscious and intentional infraction o
this principle is construed as signifying withdra

the union.
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The National Council, on jts part.
committees for the proper execution of ¢
problems submitted to them. The COMMittees
according to the instructions of the National o
and are responsible for their acts. Their
measures in their dealings with the various

scattered friends, insofar as these fall '.vithingtrl?:;;;l?nd
ed of equal
uneil, We
he Nationg|
ational Counei]

of authority assigned to them. are to be deen
importance with those of The National Co
will name once more the Persons comprising {
Council and its sub-committees: The N

is composed of the following members-

Albert Schwarz, Chairman

Mrs, Schwarz—Studugart. Secretary
Dr, Hermann Grossmann, Wnudsbe;:k
Julius Brueckner, Goeppingen

Fr. Metzer, Goeppingen

Miss Anna Koestlin, Esslingen

Miss Edith Horn, Stuttgart

Paul Gollmer, Stuttgart

Frederick Schweizer, Zuffenhausen

. All correspondence referring to the National Couneil,
if no further instructions are given, are to be addressed
to:  Deutschen Baha'; Nationalrat, Baha'i-Buro,
Stuttgart, Alexanderstrasse § II. :
National Couneil, Baha'i Office, 3 Alexanderstrasse,
Stuttgart, Germany,)

Committee on Instruction and Communications
a ;o.;southem Germany: Ms, Schm.MiﬂB“;:
Koestlin (Esslingen), Mr, Kimmerle of He
bronn (Esperanto).
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b For Baden: Mr. Renftle (Karlsruh ), Mrs. v
(Freudenstadt). g ok bee
| Translations and Press Committes
Mrs, Schwarz, Miss Horg, Mr. Kuestner, Mr. Diehold.
Address, Mrs. A. Schwarz, Solivoe Stuttgart, Alexander.
strasse 3.

Committes on Jusenile Work and Edueation

Dr. Grossmann (Wamdsbeck), Miss Koestlin (Esslin-
gen). Address Mr. Hermann Grossmann, Wandsbeck,
Post Office Box 8.

Business Committee of the Deutsches Bahai-Bundes
G. m. b. H. (German Babai Union, Ltd.)

Administration of the Sons of Truth.

The holding of public lectures requires the sanction
of the National Couneil, provided that no local, spiritual
Working Body, recognized by the National Council,
exists. Public lecturers within the Bahai field of labor
require the endorsement of the National Council. Should
the groups and scattered friends desire the services of a
lecturer, application may be made to the above-men-
tioned members of the Committee on Communications.
If other friends should be desired as lecturers, notifi-
cation to that effect is to be given to the National
Council, which body will then, according to its know-
ledge of the qualifications of the candidate, judge as to
his fitness thereof. Publications of any kind regarding
the Bahai teachings, require the approval of the National
Council. This obtains as well for publications by local.
spiritual Working Bodies, as for these by individual
members. i
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Local groups can only be established with
mission of the National Couneijl. \\'heuewrlhe
election of a spiritual Working Body shall take ;‘ New
accordance with the will of Bahn’u'na}m undpnr.'e in
Baha, and the instructions of oyr Guardj Abdy)
Effendi, the National Council shall be i
Whenever the National Council shall deem ¢ 5

further orders will be issued. Natumll_;. it :;(l?i‘ﬂzary,
of the National Council, as well as that of all :n’ u:f:
en

of the Holy Cause, to conduct all their affairs o
.gr.ound of careful study of the sacred teachin
jomnt consultation and communijon with t
spiritual Working Bodies.
. The‘National Council enters into all matters only
its entirety (as a body): its individual membc'rs th{m:
fore have no authority to hand down any decisions, nor
to express arn opinion in the name of the N ational Counel,
An exception to this rule exists in the case of committes
membel:s possessing full power to act, insofar as the
matter in question lies within their especial province,
Th? National Council emphasizes, that it is fully
conscious of the fact that the Bahai Cause can only
prosper, when the individual members, (in this case
all Working Bodies as well as individual persons), vol-
untarily and joyfully obey the commands of our great
leaders. . The National Council wishes to have the re-
quired discipline interpreted in this sense, and the above-
;:enboned rules as a working basis, are the very least
St Y :‘ mé.;m with‘.ir Necessity alone has @uﬁ
Dot to draw up such fundamen

n the
#s, and ip
he varioys
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The friends must realize that in order 1o best serve
the Holy Cause, they must joyfully support the care.
fully thought-out desires of the National Couneil,

(Signed
AvLice Scawagrrz, Secretary,

This letter needs no comment. The intelli-
gent reader can see that the violation of every
principle of the Bahai Religion is as manifest
here as it is in the by-laws of the National Spirit-
ual Assembly of the Bahais of the United States
and Canada.

I returned to America on May 29 with the
much coveted document. On that very day
Mr. Holley wrote to me that the photographs
of the will were at his office and invited me to
inspect them, which, needless to say, T was
glad to do. He evidently thought that T would
be content with a mere casual inspection. If
I had not surprised him with the information
that I had just returned from England with
copies of the alleged will, then neither he nor
the National Spiritual Assembly would have
permitted me to use their copies. This I very
much wished, as their copies had not been oblit-
erated in part, with acid, as mine had been.
He informed me that neither he nor the National
Spiritual Assembly intended to have the will
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examined by experts, as they w
A Cre

certain of its validity, Iy response 1, , Perfecy)
» » I : ] ra
for the use of his photographs. ks q.‘.niv.u,um
would bring the matter before (he -'« 1 that p
ne

the National Spiritual Assembly
for the photographs to arrive,
letter to them on June 26,
was as follows:

Will, which was also written at ;ﬁ?;f:;‘tc pte’:?:!sry’ub p

Although I sent this by registered mail, and
t!mugh the receipt came back with Mr. Holley's
Signature, yet when he mailed me the photo-
graphs on July 13th no mention was made of my
request. This despite the fact that there were
n the archives 500 Tablets of Abdul Baha as
early as 1907.* In fact, the leaders of the Bahai
orgamization by refusing to have the will exam-
med by handwriting experts and by their un-

willingness to assist me, only consenting to
"Bee "‘Tablets of Abdul Baba,"’ Vol. I, Introduction.
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certain things when they were absolutely foreed
to, makes it appear as if they did not .wnnl to
run the risk of putting the alleged will to the
test of handwriting experts for fear that it might
prove to be invalid, It would be such a stagger-
ing blow to their pride as well as to the self-
interest of many of them to admit that they had
been a party to, or at least been the victims of
one of the cleverest frauds of the age. At first,
I thought that the leaders were merely the
victims of this fraud, but their actions have in-
dicated to me that at any rate a few of them
would, and perhaps have, resorted to collusion
rather than face the facts. This is one of the
reasons why they have taken refuge in the
assumption that their belief in the validity of
the will must not only be sufficient proof to
the mass of Bahais, whom they seek to control,
but to the world in general.

If the Bahais were so perfectly sure that the
will was genuine, then they not only should have
desired to share this certainty with others, but
most of all they would have seen the historical
value of having it examined by the best hand-
writing experts and their findings officially
stated so that there would be no doubt in the
minds of future generations of its genuineness-
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They would also have realized that {he
: )

legal right to incorporate the Bahaj R
at the dictates of the allege

it an article of faith that the Bahais ;1('09 Make
o.l,.e‘\- this successor without first provin pt and
tifically the validity of the will. T Sclen.

I had also taken this matter u
Mary Handford Ford, who is the leader of th
e

other faction of the Bahaj organization
ready stated on previous

her group do not acce

supreme dictator, op Pope, yet she fai
see that to accept a successor at gl u!:::?ld ll::
will }zad heen validated, was 5 violation of the
clear instructions that Abdul Baha had given.
The prophecy of Abdul Baha has indeed come
true. . He said that when the final test came to
Aufenca there might not be two Bahais left,
This then had been the great test—accepting
an unauthentic will of Abdul Baha, which
pomtcd’a'successor through whom the teachings
of Baha'o'llah and Abdy Baha were completely
and commercialized.

Regarding this prophecy Abdul Baha wrote:

“Study the Tablet of “The Hol ;
y Mariner' that you
mk“’"‘h"fmth.lndconlide:tbatbemmed
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Beauty (Baha'o’llah) hath fully foretold futyre events,
Let them who perecive, take warning!”

Among the things we find in “The Holy Mar.
iner”” are the following:

He whose heart hath not the fragrance of the
love of the Exalted and glorious Arabian Youth,

Can in no-wise ascend unto the Glory of the Highest
Heaven!"

“By the Lord! I found not from these idle claimants
the Breeze of Faithfulness!

“By the Lord! The Youth hath remained lone and
forlorn in the land of exile in the hands of the ungodly!"

“The Arabian. Youth” is one of the names of
the Bab according to Prof. E. G. Browne who
wrote as follows:

“Of himself he (the Bab) speaks often, but in various,
and often enigmatical ways. Thus in one place he calls
himself ‘This well-favored Arabian Youth, in whose
grasp God hath placed the kingdom of the heavens and
the earth;’ in another he says: ‘O people of the earth
hear the voice of your Lord the Merciful, from the
tongue of celebration of this Arabian Youth. ..’ the
son of Ali the Arabian.”

Journal of the Royal Asaiatic Society, 1889, page 908.
Not only is the Arabian Youth one of the
names of the Bab, but xtakosymbohw the
Spirit of the Bahai Religion. For the inception
109 '
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of religion, in whatever age it is
analogous to youth and springtim;
we follow the effete path of orga’l.]' :
rgid dogmas we become “idle c]aliﬁ::tn S

S of

religion and we miss cor r thie Qo
Youth and it remains "_](l)llf);(‘tcl} this Spiri o
land of exile.” =

This prophecy, therefore, re
.l??rs of the Bahai orgauizatifrf?rs’lfzct}l g
idle claimfmts." For though they cliinir: -
representatives of the Bahai Reliéion thevo .
s0 only in words, while in policies they have .be*me
an;llare, 1ts bitterest enemy. e
My next step was to secure the servi

gneates;lt har!dwriting expert I could r;?):zs;n(:fat:c?

one whose integrity was above reproach.
Mr. Albert S. Osborne I finally wexﬂ. Blzlt d'fn‘z
to a number of reasons he would not undertake
the tas.k. Yet he was greatly interested, and
very kind, and gave me valuable advice. He
said tln?t the document should be examined from
thljee dlﬂ‘e.rent angles: First, from the spiritual
point of view. Does the alleged will agree with
the teacl.nngs, and the intent, that the maker
held during his lifetime, or does it contradict
them? Secondly, from the literary point of view.
Isit written in the style of Abdul Baha? Thirdly,
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from the scientific point of view—submit ;
the scrutiny of the best handwritiﬁgm;;‘:,::
He also felt that the original document shouhi
be examined. As this' was in the Holy Land
Mr. Osborne suggested that I take the matter
up with the British Analyst in Palestine. But
on inquiry, I learned there was none there. 1,
therefore, wrote to the High Commissioner of
Jerusalem, on December 31st, 1928. 1 thought
that inasmuch as it was an international affair,
which involved the collecting of money in every
land, and part of this money was being paid to
Shoghi Effendi, based on the powers granted in
this alleged will, that he might undertake the
examination of the document. 1 felt also that
his conclusions and verdict would carry much
more weight, than if I personsally undertook the
work. Furthermore, it was beyond my means to
send experts to Palestine. The following is the

reply to my letter:

Tel. address: “Hicomas, Jexvsauem"

Any reply should be addressed to
Tug Cuier Sucretary, Goversmest Orrices,

JERUSALEM,
and should quote No. , . . 1232-20.
SECRETARIAL, GOVERNMENT OFFICES, JERUSALEM.
#th February, 1929,

Madam

Imkﬁnddwmbymmc_dmsut?'

ber regarding the Will of Sir

1 %, - MR

Abdul Baha Abbas and to

111 /’T‘\
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imnform you that

any information which +
oblain must be ob

" K Yo Sy
tained privately and that i’U Wish o

to take any steps to examine the Will you woujiou Wish

advised to employ an advocate in Palestine e wel

The money order which a

Compa
returned herewith.

nied your letter ;
I am, Madam,

Your obedient servant,
(Signed)
For
Mrs. H, Lawrence White,

P. O. B. 879, Grand Central Station,
New York City, U. 8. A_

E. Muys,

I was greatly disappointed upon the receipt

of this letter. 1 thereupon concluded that the
best thing for me to do at present was to collect
and correlate and publish the spiritual proofs
that Mr. Osborne said the alleged will should be
subjected to, and show that it contradicts the
intents and purposes of its maker. Later the
way might open for the scientific examination
of the document. With this end in view I wrote
an appendix to my book, “Abdul Baha and the
Promised Age,” and published it in January,
1929, the substance of which was the same as
that in this book. More than ever do I feel
convinced today that my course in publishing
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this book is right. This conviction is strength-
ened by a very vivid dream.

I dreamed that Abdul, Baha had hidden o
paper, or record, of the most transcendental
importance. No one knew where to look for
this record, or paper, but I surmised where 1
could find it. Someone said to me, “You are
very close to it.” I glanced behind me and saw
a phonograph. I searched around inside of the
machine and there was the paper, or reco::d. |
drew it out and everyone was terribly agitated
at my discovery, and they wondered what Abdul
Baha would do. Bye and bye, Abdul Baha came
in and went over to the phonograph au}d began
tapping it with his fingers, and then he discovered
that the paper was gone. I knew that he knew
that I had discovered the secret, .apd I, too,
wondered what he would do. A little lat;vr.
someone came to take me to Atbdul gr:::'doo:

alked along until we came to a )
:hich was ’?:e door of t.he abode of Ahdul Bah?.
It swung slowly open, as if moved by W:ebm
power, and there was displayed aer:r:hly laht
in a brilliance transcending azdulmmc
Those who stood on guard tp. st
forward, and I said to myself: e s
hostility to me because I found -
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reco.rd, ;\:fxich was for the benefit of fut
Tawoke, ° ™ ioy they were frieng)

The symbolism of thijs
to me at once. Every gre
phonographic records of hi
fit of future generations.
inery and records of the phonograph is
which enables us to know the past achievem
of our great men. These records speak io fu:: 2
generations and enable us to know accurabelre
their life’s teachings. Likewise in the writtei

recon.is of the teachings of Abdul Baha and of

Baha'o’llah are the indubitable and incontest.

able records of their teachings. These records

areé as great a proof that the alleged will is
fraudulent as the phonographic record of a bass

singer is proof that he is not a tenor. In other
words, the teachings of Baha’o’llah and of Abdul
Baha' that they recorded during their lifetimes,
th in speaking and in writing, are what consti-
tutes the Bahai Religion. The alleged will and
the policies of its alleged successor, Shoghi
Eﬂe“f", co:ndtradicts all of these records 3:;
gs, and is theref test

th;,ltl it is fraudulent. vty :
my search through the written records of
Baha’o’llah, and of Abdul Baha, I became con-
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vinced that these written records do not agree
with the alleged will nor with the policies of
Shoghi Effendi and the’leaders of the Bahai
organization. My task therefore is to publish
these facts so that they can no longer pose as
the representative of the Bahai religion and
garble that religion to suit their own ends.
Although T know that the Bahai organization
will die, even if I did not have the facts and
figures before me, showing that it is dying, yet
as long as the members continue to be active
they turn all potential Bahais away from the
Bahai Religion. For years their activities have
been a source of grief to many people. Not only
have the best types left the Bahai organization
since the advent of Shoghi Effendi, but all the
universally minded people, who are the real
Bahais, are repelled from further interest in the
Cause by the narrow inverted teachings that
the leaders of the Bahai organization are pre-
senting to the world: ‘ .
Mrs. Mary Rumsey Movius said to me
substance: i
“Mymgmtmnhhwlmli"w. in
contass with the members o the Bab arsiain
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For one contact with them, or a Bahaj p,

v g el
would lose interest entirely in the Baha o

. 2, ang t
1 Rcligion." ey

dreds of
Many otheps

€nce wag the
unpleasant cop ;.

This expresses the thought of hun
people, as well as my own. Like
I had taken the attitude that sj]
best method of transcending

tions. But one day it came home ¢t
forcibly that the Story of the Good gal:;r‘i'f s
has a thousand different applications, ang isa:
symbol of our reaction to life and conditiong
we continually encounter. More than ever the
attitude toward life today has become that of
the Levite who, when he saw the wounded
stranger lying by the roadside, passed by on the
other side. )
Not .but what the world is ever so much
better in its reaction to the physical suffering
.of mankind. Yet the Ney Thought, or Hedon-
istic attitude which ignores the unpleasant
things of life, is rampant in every seet and cult
today. This attitude, while it is a praiseworthy
one when applied to the ignoring of personal
faults in others, vet another aspect of it is a
great violation of the Jaw of the Good Samaritan.
When we blink oyp eyes and ignore conditions
weknowtobeharmftdtomanldnd.allbm”
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a group of people sanction it, we are the worst
kind of Levites.

The Bahai Religion iz the wounded stranger
that has fallen among the thieves of self-interest,
and love of leadership, and narrow sectarianism,
and hundreds of Bahais though they know that
something is wrong, have, like the Levite, passed
by on the other side of the street, too cowardly
to take a stand against group interest.

So while T am about it I shall try and make as
clean a job of it as I can by including in the pub-
lication of this book three documents that the
Bahai organization, and Shoghi Effendi have
suppressed. These three documents are: the
Persian-Arabic seript of the alleged will of Abdul
Baha its translation, * and “The Epistle to the
Bahai World.” The deciding factor that made
me conclude to publish these documents, especi-
ally the alleged will of Abdul Baha, was that
one day I chanced upon a history of the Dreyfus
case. I re-read things T had forgotten, ie., tha't
after Captain Dreyfus had spent years on Devil 5
Island the document which had convicted.lfnm
was made public. Thereupon the handwriting

. zation have published part
of th;r :ﬁom?nf{u%m%" ‘“"‘&

L] their nsual tactics they have failed to use wﬂm
'?::h‘ to show that material was omitted.
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experts had an opportunity to exay: .
ment which had been so -](mg(:ﬂmme Haig docy

. 1 5
result was that it was induhitaﬁﬁfessed‘ The

several of t‘,hem that the document wyq Sp::)fved by
and Captain Dreyfus was set free, Orgery,

: : Af :
this I felt that if the photographs ter reading

: f
will of Abdul Baha were publiSthO the allegeq

’ then, y
or later, experts and scholars might do W

Bahai Religion that “'hi('h had for the
e Drestin tas ad been done for
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’
Earcy Fasiny HSTORY—Bana’o'tian Srates 1% Lawn-Axpas
Powen or Banat Csvse 1o Vest ix Hovsg or Jusnep—
Momamued Aut Foraep Wmiminee of Bana'o'teas 1x Osozs

ro Gain Conteon oF Basar Reuicioy. Cosmerorn Rermixt
af "Tur Emaria 1o ae Banar Wosen.™

Before the reader turns to the English trans-
lation of this document, I wish to recount some
important facts, which will throw light on it.

Baha'o'llah died in 1892, He was survived
by four sons and a daughter, as follows:

Abdul Baha, Bahiah Khanum, Mohammed
Ali, Ziah Ullah and Badi Ullah., The last three
are half-brothers of the first two. In his will
Baha'o'llah appointed his eldest son, Abdul Baha
his successor. But he said that he appointed him
only because God had appointed him. That is,
his station did not depend upon appointment.
For Baha'o'llah plainly showed again and again
that he considered Abdul Baha greater than
himself. When Abdul Baha was still a young
man in his twenties, Baha'o'llah called him,
“His Highness the Master,” and “The Mystery
of God.” He also wrote to Abdul Bahi, w;z
he was onavisittoBeymutos)’ﬂ‘-‘h‘t
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would help him to attain again to the

Abdul Baha. Of himself Abdul Bahg, return of

¥ = _ States.
Baha'o'llah is the root, I am the e

Bra
the tree does not bear fruit, The fruit isr;dl' the root of
branches." ound upon the

Star of the West, October 16, 1911, page 1]

According to Mirza Abdul Iazl

» - » " g 2 t5e Ba}l o'

i his will, ..S[)(.'('.lh(‘d that after Abdyl B:hz "f}?'
succgssorshnp was to pass to .\'Iohammed' ~\1ie
provided t!xat he .acccpted the station of Ab‘dul'
Bil;a. This he did not do, but on the contrary
used every means to undermine the ; .
PRl ne the mfluence of

In The Star of the West Decemb
| ost, 12, 1917,
Mirza Abdul Fazl states: u o

':The Manifestation (Baha'o'llah) wrote the Kitah-
Ah'd two years before his departure, in which he said:
"‘l’bc One-whom-God-hath-chosen is the Greatest Branch,
(i. e. Abdul-Baha) . . . We have chosen El-Akbar
after El-Au.m (El-Akbar-Mohammed Ali) . , . Why

according to His law, will never pronounce any judg-
mt.orcondemnmbodybefora one shows his dis-
tence and commits the crime for which he is to be
judged; . . . s0 also, the Manifestation chose the
and declared they would be the best of people

ENEMY THE BAHAI ORGANIZATION

if they continued to be under the shadow

In several tablets he said: ‘Any one of the b::::;r:;t
departs from the shadow of the Tree, will he out off.’
Besides there is a special Tablet which was revealed l;v
the Manifestation to Mohammed-Ali, in which he says:
‘Shouldst thou deviate from the right path for an in-
stant, thou shalt be cut off." "

From notes of Mrs. Savah Herron at Acea, in 1900,

Baha'o'llah showed that after the appoint-
ment of these two sons, there were to be no more
successors. As Mohammed Ali lost his right
to succession, it therefore ended with Abdul
Baha, Taxes and inheritances were to be paid
and left to the Houses of Justice. This is shown
in the following translation from the Lawh-i-
Akdas, of Baha’o'llah, by Professor Edward G.
Browne in the Jowrnal of the Royal Asiatic
Sociely, 1889; pages 948, 049;

“Provision is made for the disposal of endowments
(Wukf) in the event of Babism becoming the dominant
religion in any country, the control over these belonging
to Beha (Baha'ollah) so long ss he lives, then to his
sons (Aghsan) and then to the House of Justice.”

I have in my possession three photostat copies
of The Lawhi-Akdas by Babwoliah & T8
Kitab-i-Aqdas as it is also called.

i-Aqdas ” e Laws of Baha'o'llah.
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Two of these were formerly oOwned by
Professor E. G. Browne. Y

: : e Ia
Upon his deat} l:o
bequeathed one to the Cambridge @ =

and the other to the British .\lusen'xl:ers";g'
third is a photostat copy which I ()l)taixxe;i fro ?
the Library of Congress at “"ashingtdn mn;
is a copy of the St. Petersburg edition, ’ :[‘},‘é
parts pertaining to The House of Justice, and
wakfs, and endowments, I had translated iy
all three editions. In none of these editions
does it even hint that there is to be a continual
line of successors. On the contrary Baha’o’llah
very definitely states in all three of these edi-
tions that after his branches the power of the
Bahai Cause is to vest in the House of Justice,
and endowments, and wakfs are to be paid to
the House of Justice. The following is an ex-

tract which appears in all three editions:

“The wakfs (pious endowments), which are predestined
for the good deeds, belong to God who sent down the
Ayats (holy verses). Nobody may spend them (the
wakfs) without the permission of the Rise of Revelation
(the Prophet, Baha'o'llah). After him the decision
belongs to the Branches (Aghsans®), and after them to
the House of Justice, if the order about it is executed

*The sons here referrerd to are Abdul Baha and M

0 D}Qd“'
accarding {o the quotations from ““The Star of the #m Page
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(if this institution is established) in that country, in
order that they (the wakfs) will be spent for the in-
stitutions erected for this Cause (faith) and according
to the orders of the Strong, the Powerful (God). Other.
wise it (the wakf) belongs to the people of Baha

Despite these clear and definite statements,
the alleged will not only contradicts this law
of Baha'o’llah, but also everything that Abdul
Baha himself said concerning this matter. In
the alleged will, Shoghi Effendi, his great grand-
son, has taken the place and the power that
both Baha’o'llah and Abdul Baha said was to
vest in the House of Justice,

Baha'o’llah also made many clear and definite
statements that if Mohammed Al did not
accept the appointment of Abdul Baha that l.le
was to lose his right of succession. And he did
lose it on account of the following fact:s: Moham-
med Ali, who had always been the .bxtter enemy
of Abdul Baha, became so infuriated at aht:e
appointment of Abdul Baha, th?t whe;?h ’o’:
o'llah died he interpolated an epistle of :d &
llah in order to nullify the influence o‘bﬁc o
Baha. This interpolation was made pu
Badi Ullah in a pamphlet called
to the Bahai World”,* in which

*See pages 120 to 163,
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that he had \\‘l'tnvssvd .\Inhummod
polation. After this publie confes
influence that Mohammed Ali mi
cised was broken. But in all the \
intervened since :
secretly working
Religion.

If Mohammed Ali forgec
lifetime of Abdul Baha in order to
of the Bahai Religion, isn’t it 5 natur.
that he may have done the same
the death of Abdul Baha, when it was much
easier to do so? (O at any rate he might have
heen the instigator of it in collusion with others.

) :\li.s in
Sion (he :

ght haye eXep.

haye
beeq
Baha;

ears thay
1892, .\Iolmmmod Ali hag

to gain contpo of the

ion for himself, he consented to reign indirectly
through Shoghi Effendi. For it he had no follow-
ing then the spoils of the tax that was to be paid
to the successor, according to the commands
issued in the alleged will, would not be forth-
coming. Therefore, the family of Abdul Baha
would have been impoverished. The question
naturally may here arise: “Why should Moham-
med Ali have permitted, or perhaps intexp.olsted-
imself, the clause of the appointment into a
document of about nine thousand words, which
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condemned Mohammed Ali,
of 4 few lines would have, answered just as well,
The reason is thfxt an interpolated paragraph
in a long authentic document might not he s
easily suspected. And this js exactly what he
did to the writings of Baha’e’llu}. Furthermore,
it would strengthen the position of Shoghi
Effendi if the pretence of enmity between the
family of Abdul Baha and Mohammed Ali were
to continue. They all loved organization and
they all knew that unless they agreed upon a
successor there would be no power and wealth
for any of the family. They knew that Moham-
med Ali, by his own acts, had lost forever the
chance of gaining a following, even if he succeed-
ed in establishing a claim. He also knew that
he would have no following, and no tlxilx would
accrue to any of them. Therefore, they may
have mutually agreed that if Mohnmmgd All
would not dispute the appointment of Shoghi
Effendi they would all share in the tax the suc-
cessor would claim. Rather than to let the
power and money go out of the family they t:::l
agreed to this plot, and'allno,w’Shame;he :
which contrary to both Baha'o’llah’s an Abdal
Baha's statements, is paid to M;MM
| 1 th ily, I do not believe

when 4 short will
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the wife or the sister of Abdul B

into this plot, and they in all sinc;?tir ett:lfmd
the will to be authentic. There may Y a ::e
of the other women of the household who x
have not entered into this plot. But T believe
that some of the brother-in-laws, and MOhaﬁ-
med Ali are the instigators, and the others came
in later.

To make the claim of Shoghi Effendi appear
stronger it was further arranged that Mohammed
Ali was to put in a slight protest and pretend
to claim the succession for himself. This he
did, but the very fact that he did not insist upon
the alleged will being put to the test of hand-
writing experts indicates collusion.

But the most overwhelming proof that Shoghi
Effendi and Mohammed Ali are in collusion is
this: The National Spiritual Assembly, at the
dictates of Shoghi Effendi, published in The
Bahai World a list of Bahai literature alleging
to include every known writing for and against
the Bahai Cause. This list includes a book
“Bahaism and Its Claims” by the Rev. R. G.

Wilson which is a most scurrilous attack on

Abdul Baha. Furthermore, a great deal o
misinformation in this book was received tl
Mohammed Ali’s follower, 1. G. Kheiralla
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the Bahai organization, while alleging to print
everything for and against the Bahai Cayse,
deliberately omitted from the list the hook
which showed Mohammed Ali to be a forger.
That is, they did not include “The Epistle to
the Bahai World,” in which Badi Ullah con-
fessed that he was present and had witnessed
Mohammed Ali's interpolation of a Tablet of
Baha'o'llah, in order to discredit Abdul Baha.
As this important book has been suppressed
by the Bahai organization, and as they will
uhdoubtedly do what they ean to make it com-
pletely lost to posterity, I herewith mpfinl .t.his
book complete for the benefit of the historians
of the future. It is a reprint of photostats I
had made from the copy in the Oriental Room
of the New York public Library, at Fifth Avenue

and 42d Street.
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Translator's Preface

A few days ago the following comma !
in the blessed handwriting of ;\nnm,.B::Awt;:cgﬂved
of the Covenant of God: : *

“O Ameen Fareed!

“Translate the epistle of Mirza Badi |
print and publish it.

(Signed) ABDUL-BAHA Anpgg

For the enlightenment of the Bahai friends in the
English speaking lands, this humble translator will write
what follows:

After the ascension of the Heavenly Father (Bana-
v'Ltan)—Glory be to Him!—when the Book of His
Covenant became known among the Bahais, all who were
faithful obeyed His will and turned to ABDUL-BAua, the
Center of His Covenant, for guidance in the Kingdom
of Amna. Mirza Mobammed Alj disobeyed the com-
mand of the Father, and the author of this booklet, Mizra
Badi Ullah, sided with him. About four years ago
Mirza Badi Ullah returned to the Center of the Cove-
nant (AspuL-Bama) and published, on February 4th,
1908, a confession which will be cited as an introduction

to his epistle.

This epistle was written by him to set forth the rea-
sons for his “return” and to inform the sincere seekers
after the Truth concerning the attitude, the conduct
and the actions of Mirza Mohammed Ali. The original
Persian manuscript of the author, with his seal upon it,
is preserved in Egypt, where the booklet has been
printed and published throughout the Orient.

i AmeEN Urvag Fareep, M. D.
Chicago, Illinois, August 27, 1907.
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Translation of the Confession

Written and Signed
ny

BADI ULLAH

HE 15 BL-ABHA!

Praise be to God the Unique, the Incomparable, who
has aided and assisted me through His great bounty and
absolute mercy while in this great and glorious prison
in this holy and luminous land! He has revealed and
manifested to me the reality of that which had long
since been hidden. He has helped me to grasp the firm
support of His Covenant and Testament, and has
strengthened me to become firm and steadfast under the
protection of the standard of the Blessed Perfection.
Exalted is His Name! Majesty and glory be to Him!

0 ye beloved of God, who have turned unto the hori-
zon of the Kingdom of God! Know that this servant
while writing this brief confession, testifies with heart
and tongue that all that has occurred, since the depar-
ture of the Adored One (Bama’v'tram), through the
Nakazeen, has been a violation of mven:;n:d.u trans-
gression of the Testament of the Almighty un op-
position to the texts of the Books of the “Conclusive
Proof” and a contradiction of the absolute will of the
Lord of Lords.

The intentions and intrigues of the violators (Na-
kazeen) were concealed ftqmthkm,tllﬂm‘h‘l”"
edmhndofaoannzthgvdhm.n&mwd
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the coverings. That which was lllislludcrstood P,
apprehended by me is now clear and manifest tq me:’ls.
has caused me to turn my face to the appointed stalio:d
ABpvr-Bana—May the life of all existent beings he ..
sacrifice to Him'—and to be sheltered under the shadow
of the Divine Covenant. Now—Praise be to God I ~this
servant is severed and detached from all else saye Him
and is united with and following Him.

I hope the friends of God will pray and supplicate
God to assist me that I may render Him an acceptable
service and may God—Glory to His Name!—assist the
others, as He has assisted me, to return unto His Coy.
enant and Testament, forsaking enmity and hatred that
they might be delivered from their great abasement and
be sheltered under the shadow of the Holy Tree. But,
alas! they are hindered by their designs and prevented
by their egotism.

O beloved of God!—May the Glory of God, Ei-
ABHA, be upon you!—It behooves all of us as servants
to speak with one accord in the Cause of God, saying,
we believe, we confess, and we are firm in Thy Cov-
enant,

In brief, this servant has understood their inten-
tions and realized that their ouly thought is contradic-
tion and their only purpose is to confuse and mislead
the weak ones, and to confound the simple
Therefore, I have entirely turned awsy from them
have taken firm hold upon the Covenant of God. Ihave
forsaken “the left hand” of error and sought “the right
hand" of perfect assurance.
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"When the Sea of Meeting sinks and the Book of
Origin is achieved to the end, turn your face unto Him
whom God hath willed. Herwho is branched from this
Pre-existent Root."'*

“By this verse is intended the Greatest Branch. Thus
have We revealed the command as 3 grace from Our
presence, and I am the Gracious, the Beneficent.”

I supplicate God to sid me to manifest such firmness
as will amaze the minds, and I humbly beseech Him to
awaken the others also and to forgive their sins, For
the favors of God and the compassion of the Center of
the Covenant are boundless. “Verily, this is not difficult
with God.”

Mirza Agha Jan wrote something before his death.
Now the Nakazeen have recently added certain passages
to it, have interpolated it and are intending to publish
that spurious copy. Let it be known that even Mirza
Agha Jan, in his last days, having learned their designs,
repented and endeavored to return to the Covenant.
Now they have lately written a false writing in his name,
which bears many signatures. Note ye that we (those
who have returned to Aspur-Bana) do not sanction
and are quit of the contents thereof.

Praise und glory be upon ye and upon those who
love ye for the sake of God and listen to your words in
the Cause of God.

Upon ye be greeting and praise.

(Signed) Bapr Urran.

. e follo are quoted from the
words of BabaTurhane o e 0% felevieg
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HE 18 EL-ABHA! (THE MoOsT GLORIOUS!)

O ye assisted hosts of Anma, who are turning unto
the Horizon of the Covenant of the Lord of the King-
dom!

Praise be to God! The banners of the Cause of God
are waving in the center of the world, and the holy
hearts of those who are firm and steadfast are attracted
and happy. The fragrance of the Supreme Word is
diffused throughout all regions and climes and the lights
of the Sun of Reality are shining in all countries.
Through the confirmed power of the Center of the Cov-
enant, who is inspired by God, the life-refreshing proe-
lamation of faith is being heard from the Occident; the
heart-attracting voice of certainty is raised from the
Orient; the people of the North commemorate the most
wonderful Name of Anua, and the people of the South
are made happy by the praise and glory of the Supreme
Lord.

The universe is perfumed through the s?ented
fragrance of the Covenant, and the essences of existence
are enlightened through the radiance of the Sun of the
horizons. The Lamp of the Cause of God is clear and
shining in the world, and the light of His Will is bright
and gleaming in the assemblages of the people. The
boundless Bounties are enveloping the world, and tb;
Mercy of God is extended to all regions. The Power o
the Lord of Glory is become manifest in the wﬁf"m
“Him who is branched from the Ancient Roof,

WG | ¢ B ‘ } AsoUL-BamA M—W
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.
the Divine favors are shown fo
Being of the Chosen One.

It is the time for joy and happi
- piness. It ie >

of ecstasy and gladness. Tt is the day of zeara;h; patiod
.tlon. The Expounder of the Book of the Lord ofﬂ;tmc.
18 present, and the light of the Promulgator ofmds
Cause of God is radiant from the hori .

g zon of the
The table of happiness is spread; the means of jo:(:iﬁi

gladness prepared; the eternal bless:
e sl lessings are surround-

In these days it behooves these Servants to strengthen
the loins of endeavor in the utmost of unity, concord,
love and secord, and win the goal of eternal happiness,
We should follow the Path of the Covenant, bear untp
the souls the glad tidings of the Kingdom, and guide
them to the shade of the blessed Tree of God, the Sadrat
el-Montaha, We should all abide under the canopy of
the Testament, and, if need be, sacrifice possessions and
life in the path of the Supreme One. We should close
our eyes to the world and its belongings, and with our
powers both latent and manifest we should promulgate
the Word and spread the Cause. Thus may we be ac-
counted as the people of faithfulness in the Supreme
Kingdom and Glorious Horizon.

With smiling faces, free minds, attracted hearts and
pure souls may we approach the Holy Threshold ‘nd
become blessed with His good pleasure. May."e":‘::
loud and cheerful voices proclaim the glad tidings, &
bless the hearing of those who are far and near WiZ
the blessed Word—ArLan-o-Assal
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Th.e intention .ol' this servant of the sublime Tres.
hold in writing this paper is to elucidate briefly that which
has occurred in these days and in those of the past, and
to reveal to the pure minds of the beloved of God that
which will tend to make them eanfident and assured.
Thus they may remain firm in the Covenant and be pro-
tected from breaking it. They may look forward 1o the
Utterances of the Supreme Pen, and with all power,
endeavor, firmness and constancy, observe this hlessed
verse:

“When the Ocean of Meeting sinks and the Book
of Origin is achieved to the end, turn unto Him who is
chosen by God, who is branched from this Pre-existent
Root™ (i, e, after the departure of Bana'v'iras, all
Bahais must look to Aspur-Bana for heavenly guid-
anoe) .

O ye friends of God!—May my spirit be a saerifice
for your love!—This servant had the intention some
time ago to bring about that which would take away dis-
sension and replace it with love and unity, Thus hatred
and jealousy, which are contrary to the Divine Law,
might be effaced that all may abandon the peop!e of the
“left,” the violators of the Covenant, and unite with
those of the “right” who are firm to the Center of the
Covenant. So the unpleasant odor of this disseasion,
which was the cause of dispersing the people, disturb-
inglhemindsmduddcningtbchmts.mlmm
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hearts, the Supreme Collective Word basa
the oppression of discord, the table of Bl:le f"f"'d froy,
the name of religion) be rolled W€ (shreaq

a4s a seroll
. Make not the m
the cause of disorder—the cause of yni

di."sfl:‘;rd"—dawn and enlighten the
at which prompted the intenti y
Previous to the late imprisomn?;ttu:'llm::i as follows.
tions and conduct by Mirza Mohammed Al P“md s
diametrically opposed to trustworthiness, U;e tn:: et
of religion and the commands of God. This se:)lnt
awaited opportunity in order to investigate certain m::t
ters which they had attributed to His Holiness Anom:
Bana—May my life be a sacrifice for His beloved! Thus
truth might become distinguished from falsity, and the
real intentions of Mirza Mohammed Ali beeome evident,
Opportunity did not afford until in this prison, which in
reality is as paradise to me, my desires were fulfilled
and God directed me to my object.

One day I attained the honor of visiting His Holi-
ness, “Him whom God hath willed,” (ABpuL-Bana)
and heard from His blessed tongue all that which proved
the untruth of the statements made regarding Him (by
the Nakazeen). Later, I directed my steps to the house
and conversed with Mirza Mohammed Ali, and plwm
with him to forsake all personalities and to follow Whst
he is commanded, hoping that he might cease opposing

« and the Sup

ty the cayge o

of the blessed verse:

eyes.

the Cause of God and disturbing His beheveﬁ- 61;:
more I pleaded with him, the more he mﬁm:o::‘ it
prouder he appeared. He said nothing “":m'l ity
expressions indicative of hatred, jealousy 8% =5t

138

AN 4 o Al

ENEMY THE BAHAI (_)RG.\\'IZ:\TH)N
against the confirmed Center of the Covenant
further tried to conceal the matter from those cout;cc
with him and from outsiders, and to throw »
whereby my object might remain hidden.

Having observed these actions, behaviors, words and
deeds, this servant utterly despaired and closed his eves
to him. After the lapse of some time I discovered gi;.t
he had composed untrue statements, and by hints and
symbolic writing endeavored to keep the people igno-
rant of his intentions, and claimed that ke was oppressed
and persecuted, while the fact was that day and night
he remained at home and was engaged in cursing and
execrating the Center of the Covenant. He has written
an ammouncement, wherein he made statements of his
being wronged and his holding to the law. For the
purpose of casting suspicions, he has written certain ex-
pressions, all of which are void of truth and far from
the reality.

Since brevity must be considered, I shall write the
full details of his announcement and his papers, which
he is yet engaged in writing, at a future time, After
a while these falsities and bad conditions attained such
magnitude that I was compelled to resolve to ask the
Government to transfer me from this prison to that of
Rodos, sothatlmightbefreefromhuriuﬁ;!iﬂ wh:l:
harmed me physically and spiritually. e
petition to the Parte at Constantinople, and also s formal
application to the Vilayet, but when I met the Center of

In those days the Honmorable Haji Mirss Hmwdw
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and visited the Holy Threshold. .
several times and asked him t:l) gonsmr:ct thi
Mirza Mohammed Ali and advise him iox:]
Center of the Covenant, hoping that he mic tl'lrn to the
love of God's Cause and obedience to Hjs %‘t, for the
lose sight of personality and follow that whi‘ct;,m.mands.
manded. He said that, should Mohammed .J\lils o,
the object would be attained: otherwise tl;i:s Sretum,
should announce his own return to His Holiness ;;;anl
Bana—May my life be a sacrifice to Him! ‘Kn::
ing as I did his personal feelings, enmity and j“lousy.
I thought my effort would prove fruitless, However, |
investigated the matter and heard the same statemez;tg
and old ideas. Therefore, I severed myself entirely from
him and published the announcement* of my return.
Thus I joined with His Holiness AspuL-Baua and cut
myself from all else save Him.

Later, one day, in company with His Holiness, the
blessed twig, Haji Mirza Seyyid Ali—Upon him be
Bana'v'LLan-el-ABHA!—]I met Mirza Mohammed Ali
and performed that which was my religious duty N}d
due to love. I besought him to unite with me and attain
the great blessing. Hearing useless words, which re-
ferred to nothing but personality, I arose and went di-
rectly to the household of Aspur-Bama. According to
his old rule and custom, Mohammed Ali wrote a P‘f;'
in behalf of the few who have turned away from H€
Center of the Covenant and addressed it to the tWig

5 Servap
Oore and

> .y 8 . Memui
(Afnan H. M. Seyyid Ali) in order to mix the heatts

disturb the minds and throw suspicions upon

*The Confession to be found at the beginning of mopiﬁ.v
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of the simple, he requested a meeting with ys. Present.
ly, I sent s message that we were always ready, when.
ever or wherever it might be, to manifest the word of
Truth and disprove that which is far from it.

His Honor Afnan (i. e., Haji Seyyid Ali) conveyed
the message to him (Mohammed Ali), He held to other
pretexts and prepared another form of suspicion, which
he endeavored to instill into the minds by his peculiar
ways. Whatever he says or writes, or whatever he
spreads, results in naught but manifest loss.

To awaken and inform the beloved of God. it is
necessary to write concerning some of the pretexts
which have been used by them (the Nakazeen) and
thereby they have raised the ery of being wronged. Thus
may the truth of the matter be clearly demonstrated to
the pure minds. *

One of the questions is that of stealing the traces
and interpolating the verses (the writings of Bana-
"v'LLan) and also that of concealing certain command-
ments from the beloved of God. This they have done
in effort to prove their having been wronged and the
difficulties which prevent their turning to (or acknowl-
edging) the Center of the Covenant. They mourn and
lament their state, although all that bas been suid of
them by some souls is truth itsell and the facts of the
matter,

Now this servant will forget all he has heard from
other souls concerning the matter and will only write
::;whid: hehumwithhhmerﬁ’“dmb'::

their own tongues (i. e., of
his followers). Thus may the truth of the matter be
clear to all. :
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O ye beloved of God The ¢ i |
traces (writings) is as

the illness of the worshipped

"U'LLAH)—the tliness whick preceded Wi
one day He summoned this i

chests, which were in His room
locks should be renewed,
this servant sent for Mohammed Kaanj
renew the locks, which
b'rought the locks and helped to
places.  We locked the doors and resente
Him and He said, “Keep them.” pHe nlsodo:ﬂ:r:;y&,:
the key to my own depository in my room be renewed
and this was done. Likewise, during those blessed days,
His Holiness Asvur-Baua was  summoned (hy
Bana'v'uran) and was commanded by Him to gather
together all His blessed writings and traces, This com-
mand (indicative of what was to come) produced such
# feeling (in ABpUL-Bana) that his tears descended like
unto rain, and, while his body was trembling and his
heart aching, he was obeying the command, gathering
together the important manuscripts. He placed them
all in the two large trunks which had always held the
important Tablets and writings, when BaHA'C'LLAN
went to Aces, Haifa and Kassre. These had always
been in the blessed room as a trust of His Holiness
AspuL-Bana, for they were given him by B‘”'um:
When the night of the great ordeal arrived, the se

course raised, the earthquake of the pillars of
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gons occurred, and the radiant Syy of Beauty pas l
hind the veils of Glory. It was the time f:’r the “:,::
ing of the blessed body. Water was brought, and
were prepared for the blessed purpose, when Mirza Mo.
bammed Ali said: “Now there will be much water
spilled in this room, and, in order to prevent these trynks
being affected by dampness, let me help you carry them
to another room.” He had them deposited iy the room
of this servant with the help of Mirza Majduddin,

Three days after this event Mirza Mohammed Ali
said to me: “The Blessed Beauty (Bara'v'team)—
Exalted is His station!—said: ‘We have written some-
thing and it is in Our Depository,’ which I would like
to see.” He took the keys from this servant for that
purpose. Later I saw that, through Mirxa Majduaddin,
Ali Riza, his sister, and the mother of Mirsa Shus’y'llab,
he (Mohammed Ali) carried the blossed trusts (the
writings of BAua'v'Luat) by way of the window snd the
gallery of the Behji to his own place. He took away
all the traces of the Supreme Pen and the special Tablets
revealed for the beloved of God. When this servant re-
proached him, and endeavored to reclaim them, he spoke
80 much that should I attempt to write it here, Masnavi
“becomes seventy pounds of paper*.”

Among other things he said to me that the preserva-
tion of the blessed writings was referred to him by s
blessed command, that he possessed a Tablet from lt:i:
Supreme Pen to that effect. He did not even allow =
servant to read the writings. By various “;;"w
endeavored to insinuate to this servant t:““ |

. - @ that the matter i 0 volumiz
o Tramafton,
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ness the Greatest Branch was against {
that if the blessed writings fel} into his hap
be effaced and no name of the Bles B 2
remain in the world. ' ALY woulg
Another question concerns the i -
as follows: For a long time, by m;:;f;rz?l:ltl‘::- It is
hints, symbols and signs, he gave me to underst:::!s o
be possessed a Tablet from the Supreme Pen conee u.m
His Holiness ABDUL-BAnA, which, he said, if he sg'nu;g
reveal, the name of ABDUL-Bana would be effaced mpl]d
spoke of this on numerous occasions to some memb;rs o;
the family. Some time elapsed, during which some souls
inquired of me concerning the Tablet in question, and |
asked him for it, but every time he offered me an ey
cuse and sought a pretext to avoid it. Finally, prior to
the imprisonment in the most great prison of Asua, one
day he took out of a drawer a blessed Tablet from the
Supreme Pen, wherein were mentioned the deeds, the
actions, the oppression and opposition of Mirza Yahyah
(Subh-i-Ezel), mentioning him often as “My brother,"”
which he gave to me to read. I read it and remarked:
“This has no connection with these days.” (It refers to
the former days.) He said: “T have permission from
the Blessed Beauty (Bama'v’iLan) to use my pen i
the blessed writings (interpolate) for the protection of
the Cause. Now, since some souls have exs -
(the station of AmprL-Banma) and the Master claims
Divinity, I will erase the word ‘My brother’ and insert
in its place ‘My Greatest Branch,” which I will show 0
people in order to check his influence.”

144

ENEMY THE BAHAT ORGANIZy7r0x

[ was cl!tlrcly dazed, but said tothing te RN
ing to see if he really dared to do sych 4 thing, A fey
moments passed and I saw him take up the Tablet, erase
“My brother" and replace it with "My Greatest Branch
Having seen this, I immediately said: “This deed is &
great sin and a breach of trust. If you show this Tablet,
this servant will divulge the whole account, will point
out the interpolation, and this will cause all the writings
in your possession to be considered unreliable, Hepe.
after whatsoever of the writings trivced by the Supreme
Pen you may show me, I will not accept as authentic
until T have carefully compared the manuseript with the
original handwriting which is elsewhere preserved, and
have examined the same with a magnifving glass.”
Upon hearing these words he was very much disturbed,
promised and made a covenant that he would not show
the Tablet to any one, and, further. he requested this
servant not to reveal the matter,

From that day this servant entirely lost confidence
in him and did not trust him in matters which concerned
the Cause and the conscience. He continually sought
opportunities for the investigation and scrutiny .of the
remaining questions which he (Mohammed Ali) had
discussed and insinnated since the departure of the
Blessed Perfection. He first referred to the manuseripts
complied by him (Mohammed Ali), and discovered ":;
all thevmmealedbyBAgA’U'mwnmmB&e
people of Beyan and themhvho.ws‘:’)_
martyrdom of His Holiness the Supreme (the TAP

May the spirit of all else be a ransom to e d
claimed Divinity, the station of Manifestation, degree
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of Successorship, or that of Mirmr-nou "

posed and applied to the days fu“«mi"u the i -

the worshipped Countenance |'lhau'l"ll.4n) | i
- M n

wise and by this means they endeavored prert
minds and hinder the souls from turning (to the (N

endless. However, to the possessors of wisdom atd jy-
telligence, who are informed of Past eventy, the reading
of the said verses will suflice,

The blessed Tablet, so often cited in their phlety
will be sufficient. This is the Tablet whiek wr:m
on the occasion of His exodus from Adrianople, |t
as follows:

"0 Salmasn! At the time of leaving the
Tongue of God informed some (of the followers) of
the fact that the Sameri® would appear, the goat would
bleat, and the bats (literall » birds of night) would move
after the setting of the Sun,” ete,

In response to the inquiry of a person
this blessed T He has said:

bast asked concerning that whereof
: lea Irak,

v —
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Now this blessed Tablet, which makes o
goat, Samerl, and the birds of night, theoug) "h
animosity and hatred they gttribate 4, these day .n!;

of this sort of transposition. h‘knig.thll—n..
Tablets and Writings (revesled by Bana'v'taun) for
thepmmotionoltbeWwddGodudlbtm
o{tthnmo!God.miqthWIha-d&-
wmiom.divhiomuddilcmhndh-ud

for instilling enmity and hatred (in the minds  sgaine
Asovut-Baua., Notwithstanding this, they account them.-
nlvuoflbepaopholhﬂhhhund'vhth-lm
“Unitarians.”




THE BAHAI RELIGION AND IS ‘

it will not induce me to interfere wi
or entangle myselfl in like affairs. When ]' Uch Maty ey
appointed in this servant he made no "“ o dia
tion regarding these things, urther royely.

As to the imprisonment (the las
AspvL-Bana and His hmllw(rn (oh:\”:,c:)(m::“‘.‘"wnt of
lows: A certain day he said, while in' lh: =
(B!‘hji). that His Holiness "\BDUL'"A"A—-R[ny th »
of existence be a sacrifice unto Him!—nenotiutoflm{rtt
Con.?taminoplo regarding the removal of the Ble:ed
Station (the sacred remains of Baua'v'iiam) to At
Carmel. In this matter, he said, we must make ou;
plans, This servant having observed those actions from
him and having decided not to interfere in such matters,
made no remark.

However, he made arrangements to send Mira
Majduddin, with a present and a letter in Persian test,
to Nazim Pasha, the Governor of Damascus, to seek his
aid in this affair. After hearing of this arrangement,
this servant remarked that the said Governor btziug a
man of politics, if certain matters were commumcnlﬂd
to him. he would doubtless convey the same in a petition
to the Sultan and canse suspicion in the court, producing
barmful results, and thus bring calamity to all. Th3
servant, during the same days, oonveyedth”%
His Honor, the twig (a relative of the Bas), HIJ; i
Sevyid Ali—Upon him be BasA'U'LLAR el;;\m ik
withstanding all this, he sent Mir{’-a_uﬂw ha
m&.cktﬁumdmbdwbmfnd. . G
to Damascus. He met the said Nw&h’;ﬂﬂ
according to his own words spoken to L= = |
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Haifa, sll that he could be told the Governor, concern
ing the building on Mt. Carmel (the Tomb of the B, .
the coming snd going of the American friends and u:'.
gatherings and meetings af Aces. In order to get wll
this information, the Pasha showed him the utmost kind.
pess and assured him of his help,

Mirza Majduddin returned, and, only n few dayy
later, & telegram, transmitted in symbaolic code, from the
Royal Porte (Constantinople) arrived, the purport of
which was the imprisonment of His Holiness Anver.
Baua, of this servant and of them (Mohammed Al
ef al). As soon as | heard this news | told them that
it was the fruit and the result of the trip of Mirza
Majduddin.

Although they have been the cause of this great mat-
ter, yet every day they arranged & new fiction and spread
it here and abroad. Once they said a Christisn gentle-
man, among the friends of His Holiness Asnor-Basna,
who resides in Egypt, had spoken publicly of the Cause,
in & church, without caution and wisdom, and this had
caused the imprisonment. At another time they said that
his Honor Mirza Abul Fazl—Upon him be Baua'v™-
Lian'—had composed & book and published it, and,
this having fallen into the hands of the doctors of Aghar
(University) had caused this misfortune. lnshﬂﬂ: they
have done all they could, secretly and P‘lhh‘fly' : “They
scheme and God schemes. Verily, God is the best
schemer.,” e

In those days a certain person came from .
to Acca and told some of the souls among the outsiders
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“Ra ') I”\

Abbas Effendi was Nazim Pasha th
v o >

mascus. The strangest of all is this thn(tm‘; o of
» ' A tcr im 5
p

ment, Mirzsa Mohammed AL
Pasha for the purpose “(; l‘l\i:' n‘:‘:‘»tz n lettor to Na:
person ‘.vlw transcribed the letter i:th\'eranct‘ and gy,
present in Acea. The said Pasha, ho: ',rmki?h i noy
swer & word in reply to the first or seq:;r' did noy an.
m;\\ow' O ye beloved of God! T gk ot
~ABHA, 15 it possible for AR
(Mohammed Ali and his peo;:;:) t:ﬁ:n:‘i:, W
deeds and actions which are opposed to the dm::g these
of God and are against the honesty and i:(:;:e.km
ognized among all sects and peoples and after ?l:‘\
learned the falsity of the things they attributed to u:
Center of the Covenant of God? Is it lawful, according
to any Divine law, for me to be connected with Mirza
A\'.Iohammed Ali? No, verily, by my Lord El-Asus!
Nay, rather, to shun him is a lawful command and s
wise and solid counsel. As He (Baua'v'iram) has
said: “If ye sense any odor of jealousy and envy from
any soul in the Cause of God, keep aloofl from him."
Is he who manifests such actions and deeds an en-
emy or a friend, an interested or a disinterested pemn?
Notwithstanding all this, this servant, in the spirit
of supplication and humility, hopes and begs of Ged, the
Almighty, to guide them unto the shade of the blesscd
Word of the Covenant and Tes ent.totﬂallttl";‘:“mt
absolute mercy and to aid and confirm them ' 0
which is befitting, Verily, He is the Near, the AnSWEE
As to the ways by which they cast thmhr
i-mrythttlwyh'onm briefly, 1o OFCEE "
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form and awaken the souls.* Thus may no one be
eaught in the trap of the polytheism of their doulns and
pecome deprived of the eternal blessing of God. The
first thing they do is to appear most obedient 1o the
Divine Laws and night and day engage themselves in
the writing of the verses to such a degree that the pew-
comer imagines that they are absolutely evanescent and
absorhed entirely in servitude, having no thought or pur-
pose save the Blessed Cause and the Blessed Yerses,
After n while they give vent to certain mentions and in-
sinuations in order to hinder the listener from turning
to the firm command of the Covenant of God. That is
to say, they begin to interpret and misconstrue some
of the verses, and some they interpolate and transpose
with perfect delicacy, giving the one to understand they
are wronged. They convey all that which tends to instill
enmity and hate in the new-comer's heart against His
Holiness, “Him whom God hath willed"—Anpur-Bauna.
Later they encourage him by various means to say evil
things against ABDUL-Batia, and they, themselves, out-
wardly voice the Verses of Basa'v'iran. “The tongue
is for the mention of good; minitnotwilheﬂln.u-
ings.” On the other hand, they make light of the im-
portant command of *“Turn your faces to Him whom
God hath willed,” which bthegrutatcommuddcod.
They give much importance to insignificant, petty
matters,
If the subject be correctly considered, after the ss-
cension of the Adored Countenance (BM*""“;:’“:
*This refers to the way by which they try 19 B0, 0
neweomer o th to estrange A1
Bana- ey e HEe b saecfe 1o T Trassor
151



THE BAHAI RELIGIC
4 “hy ll()N A\\'I)
AL ITS

decisive command which
portance, which is incumb

tioned above. Second in i
mands of the Book of G

holds the fi
, rs' o .
ent upon all, is "']?':e of iny.

mportance gre the ot} e
A er

For inst com.

» nn »
commits a murder he has committed a criﬂ" A rson
ful result of which will concern him; 1 the har,

G . but if e g;
the word of the Covenant of God (disqpe Ji50beys
AHA) and causes dissension in the Law ol? “(‘:)\dBDUb
; 10, the

lmrn.:ful result of it will touch the Cause jt I
mamty at large). In this wise he will be ahsoln::ly {h
1y nop.

cxi:ctont and in evident loss. The fund
unity and concord rests upon the gatherin
the shadow of one Word. This is the One
Singleness mentioned in so many Tablets 1 e
. Y Lablets by the Supreme
l’e‘n. Now, what Word is greater than the Word of
“Turn to* (ABDUL-BAnA)" after the ascension—and
what command is greater than that? But, alas! that
selfish motives and passionate desires have proved the
greatest hindrance to the divine, eternal happiness,
They further give the newcomer to understand that
His Holiness ABpuL-Baua claims a station higher than
that of the Ancient Beauty (Bama'v'nran)—Magnified
is His Station!—that He wishes to efface the ordinances
and laws of the Blessed Perfection and to rule indt"
pendently, establishing a new law and code. As a wit-
ness to this matter they cite themﬁmeb”""“
are distant from His Holiness ABpuL-Baia and who
entertain extraordinary enmity and i"'-"’“”f; sontain
they offer poems and certain pamphlets which

rmtom-wnohumwed.'hogd%-w

thls Pre-existent Root. By this verse is intended
Branch (Abdul-Baba). From the Kitab
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sentiments differing from the true belief of the Center
of the Covenant and the hopes of His Holiness Aspur
Bana. Soon, through the power of the pen and utter.
ances of the Center of the Covenant, the horizon of
realities and meanings will become illumined and that
which is the desire of the heart and life of His Holiness
AnpuL-Bama—that is, absolute servitude st the Holy
Threshold, will be established and proved.

As to the dissension in the Cause, which is shaking
the pillars of the Divine Law and causing conflagration
of the fire of religious hatred and enmity, they consider
it a religious duty—nay, the basis of the Holy Laws. If
a person mention & word agreeing with the texts of the
Books of God against dissension and concerning the
necessity of unity, they consider him a polytheist and cull
him rejected and raise the voice of “where is the law!”
Yet the Laws of God all concern unity under one Word,
and the original purpose of the Divine collective Muni-
festation is for the solidarity of all sects and peoples of
the world.

In most of the Blessed Tablets this point has been
explained and elucidated, as, for example, in one of the
Tablets Bana'v'Lran says: “O people of thul
Strengthen the loins of endeavor, perchance religions
strife and quartel may be removed and erssed from
among the people of the world, For the love of God
and His servants, arise to serve this Cause. Religious
animosity and hatred is & world-consuming fire and ﬂ:
extinetion thereof is most difficult unless the %

Divine Power rescue the people from this awful .
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Likewise He says:

“In the Name of God, the Unj ue!

world! After the removal of the (1';1 50(;,: *ople of the
fast to verses. We revealed verses, Somep?p'e helg
of proofs (evidences): We manifested they,- o o
tain souls turned to commandments, and “:e el e
the greatest proofs thereof. Whatever e
performed and whatever they wished was gr:):,t::ld b
purpose of all that was manifested was that th;: X
might become ready for hearing this Supreme wem
anti .tbat is this: O people of the carth! Make not olrhd'
rehgx?n of God a cause of enmity, If this Word ‘u;k:
root in the world, all will find themselves free and at
peace. Say, verily, by the life of God! the tenet of Gog
afxd His religion hath come for unity and concord, not for
dissensions and disagreements. To this hears witness
the. Mother Book, and the people hear not! The glory
w:!nch is shining from the horizon of the Heaven of My
Kingdom be upon thee and upon them who have left
superstitions, holding to the lights of certanity.”

Now they have forsaken these firm commandments
and for selfish motives they have held to the sayings of
.thuand that one, and are enkindling the fire of animos-
ity in the breasts and hearts. It is for this reason that
BABA'U'LLAN says in the Book of the Covenant: “O ye
My branches! In existence is hidden and latent u great
power and a perfect strength. Turn to it and consider
that which is conducive to its unity and not to that which

is its apparent dktgrement." Likewise, He says: “gi

servants! Donotmketbem.ofmmam

dmm,mmmofunnythcm'ﬂw&‘" _
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O people of equity! TIs it meet and behooving for
them to withhold vision from the Great Power and direct
it to the sayings of the souls; to make the cause of or-
der in the world that of dispersion: and to prefer per-
sonal interests over the Divine Laws? Although they
are in the utmost degree of jealousy and hatred. they
consider themselves abiders by the Holy Law. By all
means they endeavor to extinguish the light of the Di-
vine Covenant, and consider the Testament of the Son
of the world a toy for children. Night and day they
work for the destruction of the edifice of the Supreme
Word and the foundation of the Holy Cause of Anua.
No, verily, by Him whose hands hold the reins of the
Cause! Rather it is meet and behooving that when
they heard the verses of the Book of the Covenuat they
should have said: “We believe and are assured,” They
should have considered themselves evanescent and ab-
sorbed in the command of the Testament of God. They
should have arisen with all power and strength in obedi-
ence to His Holiness Anpur-Bama and should have
strengthened the loins of service among the people. But,
alas! as the author of Masnavi says: “When personal
interest appears, man's accomplishments will be con-
cealed and the veils of the heart will blind the eyes.”

If personal interests were to be forsaken by them,
if they would turn to the Center of the Covenant of
God and would perceive the power of Divine ovidence
which emanates from His tongue, they would see clearly
that all that is not the mention of absolute servitud® i
outside of His verbal commands and the writings

pen. Although He is the Center of the Cosenant of the
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Blessed Perfection, in the degrees of utterane
G €
himself the servant of the bo*lu-.-mj of (

. ° O
promotion of the Cause of God, the diffus

» » 8
greatest proof of this is the boundless s

- writin -
pen. Among them is an utterance which & of Hig

: emanz
His blessed tongue recently and copies of wmt:: ::‘Om
Ave

¢ here in
to manifest to all that outside of the mention of senv;:,dde:

no other mentioy

gone to all regions. This will be cited

and the station of servitude, there is
in that station:

“Through His Honor Agha Ghulam Ali—Upon him be

Bana'v'uran!—to the beloved of God.
(Upon them be Bana'v'Luan-el-Asual)

HE IS8 GoD!

"0 my God! O my God! Thou knowest, verily,
that my heart is replete with the love of Thy beloved
ones, my spirit is attached to the spirit of Thy chosen
ones, my breast is dilated with the mention of Thy
trustworthy ones, and my reality is attracted by the
mention of Thy servants. The ecstasy of their love has
taken such hold of me that Thou caused me to open
my tongue in their praises. I pray Thee with my heart,
my spirit and my tongue, and supplicate Thee to cause

Thy heavenly table and merciful blessing to descend
upon them, tohyuponthemtheﬂemoimm!‘l
to fill for them the chalice of Thy Grace, to cast upol.
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them the glance of Thy Mercy, to submerge them s
the seas of Thy Bounty, to specialize them with the
glory of Thy Bestowal, to choose them for the promo-
tion of Thy Word, and to perfect for them Thy Benefit.
Thus may the Lights of Thy Oneness shine in their
hearts, the breeze of Life pass through the garden of
their minds by Thy bounty and generosity; the verses
of Thy knowledge be imprinted upon the mirrors of
their hearts; their eyes may become bright with the
witness of the manifestations of Thy bounty; their
tongues may utter Thy wonderful mysteries; their souls
may be assured by the comprehension of Thy signs, and
the bounties of Thy Names and Attributes may envelop
them.

“O Lord! O Lord! Aid them in Thy service, con-
firm them in Thy servitude, make them the signs of Thy
Oneness, the banners of Thy Glory, the trees of the
garden of Thy Love, the words of the book of Thy
Knowledge, the lamps of Thy Guidance, the stars of the
horizon of Thy Bounty, the waves of the sea of Thy
Oneness, the meteors of the altitude of Thy Grandeur,
the lights of the Sun of Thy Manifestation, the myrties
of the meadows of Thy Mercy, the fountains of Thy
Mysteries, and the evidences of Thy Guidance. Verily,
Thou art the Powerful, the Giver, the Confirmer, the
Almighty, and the Generous. -

“0 ye beloved of God and the helpers of Auoui-
Bana! When the Sun of Reality became concealed®
behind the veils of glory and the Orb of the Univess

: ; ‘of Baha'uMlah from the mortal
(o quleters to the depariure of Ba
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disappeared from the dawnin

' Ui £ point o
arose in the Invisible W

Realm, the bats began to maove and spread gyt
ip a race. They imagined that they could‘il
glorious bounties of that Beautiful'l-‘ncc e t:
shining rays of the Sun of Reality, put.'out the toc
fire and destroy the praised Light. For they i,
that on account of the ascension of His lfnlis:ppmed
Beloved, the Divine Foundation would be dem? hthe
the edifice of God would be destroyed, and the B;s o
Tr.ee uprooted. ‘Evil was that which they imagincdezs;g
vain was that which they supposed, and ve see them to-
fiay m manifest loss.” For, according to what is heard
In certain regions, the enemies hearing the news of thc;
great ordeal (the departure of BAHA'U'LLAR), feasted
and rejoiced, celebrated festivals, burned incense, seryved
sweets and fowers, lit candles, mixed honey and
wine and played lutes and harps. That night until morn
they spent in feasting and rejoicing in gladness and hap-
piness. But they were ignorant of the fact that the Light
of this Sun has no end, the torrent of that plain is free
from interruption, the Light of that Blessed Orb is eter-
nal, the Merciful One is established upon the Throne of
Sovereignty, and the Throne is permanent. Nay, rather,
the human temple (the body), like the clouds, hmdeﬂ
the visions from the Light of the Sun. It is for this
reason that the Gospel records the statement that when
the promised One comes He will come upon the clouds,
and when the respective clouds pass away, then ’h."'-&e
disk of this Sun appear and the penetrating Light ther®
158

terrupt the
Nguish the

ENEMY THE BAHAI ORGANIZATION

of spread. Thus, in a little while the great glad tidings
spread throughout the world and the pillars thereof
trembled: the East shouted' with joy and the West
reverberated the Blessed Voice; the Most Radiant Sun
of the Beauty of Reality appeared from the invisible 2o
dinc and shone upon the Center of the world: the veil of
concealment and mystery fell; the fire of the love of God
burned in the hearts; the beloved of God rudinted as &
candle, and, like unto the witnesses of love, they be-
came known in the assembly. From every region the
melody of joy was raised and the voice of 'O our God!
Verily, we have heard Thy Voice from all countries,’
was raised; the Word of God was promoted; the fra-
grances of God spread, the fame of the Truth enveloped
the world; the call of ‘Am I not your Lord?" reached
the ear of the far and near; the Cause of God became
greater; the edifice of the Law of God loftier; all the
nations were impressed and the enemies of the Blessed
Beauty became fearful and at loss. When they noticed
that the ascension of His Holiness the Desired One
(BAHA'U'LLAN)—May my spirit be a sacrifice to His
beloved'—became the cause of the promotion of His
blessed Cause and the flame of the burning fire became
greater and every confident believer took a firmer stand
—therefore the dawning of the Light caused the oppos-
ingmtiomamtlos.and.likewise.thbh;ﬂmsd
GodndomedtheRoydThmeofPenhmihﬂ’:
coronation of a just Shah. With the power of God tha
perfect Crowned Head became kind to the oppressed
sect. Tllis,aho,wu_lveonﬁrmlﬁ#?mm’m'
the Almighty God. Likewise, certain holy
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the beloved of God arose with faithfulness ¢
self in the pathway of the Beauty of ?
their own rest and peace and turned ¢
Oneness; they became eallers of th
the chalice of the Testament in their hands and
world the ecstasy thereof: they spread the fry
God. conveyed the Cause of God and guided many 5, le
“Praise be to God that the confirmation of the Bea:t x
of Asna arrived successively and the wvict >

ory of
Supreme Concourse shed a light e

as that of the early
dawn, the Hosts of the Supreme Coneourse descended

as unto the waves and the zealous armies of gladness of
the Kingdom of Anua, with perfect power and strength,
conquered and upbuilded the domains of the hearts.
These hosts were the Divine inspirations and these
armies were the waves of the Divine seas. They con-
ferred eternal life upon dead souls and attacked the
countries of the heart, giving them life and spirit, for
they are the hosts of life and the army of salvation.
May God increase them in power, glory, strength and
number.

“Therefore, O ye beloved of God, this is a time when
ye should arise, and, in thanksgiving for this bounty,
do that which is your duty: Abide by the Law of God,
pray to the Divine Threshold in the Muhmk-cl-Alk‘j’v
supplicate and implore, praise and glorify Him; fast in
the month of fasting and keep watch during its nights.
All this should be done in perfect windom.lnd-”'%:
manner which may cause the uproar snd tumult of
ignorant.

:\LlllA;

0 the L
1e Covenant
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they Jofy
Onzon of
and helg
gave the
Etance of
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“1 have one l:ﬂ]lll‘!tl to make of all the beloved of
God, and that is the desire of my life—that they all
praise me in the absolute servitude of the Holy Thresh.
old without interpretation, They must not praise Ahdul.
Baha except according to the expressions and words
which have emanated from the pen of this Servant.
They must never exceed that, but must content them-
selves therewith. Verily, my praise, my quality, my
attribute, my name, my title, my entity, my reality, my
essence and my manifestation is Abdul-Baha and I have
no other station than this. Certainly the beloved of Go'd
will accept this request from this Servant who t.mkes it
in the utmost lowliness and humility, anc} will make
happy this sad heart and will confer a new life upon t.his
weak body. Thus may Abdul-Bn!.m: llxro‘fgh hearing
this great glad tidings and attaining this Supreme
bounty, rejoice and attain Divine happiness and gludn:ss.
(Signed) AnpuL-Bana Anpas.

But, as the Nakazeen (the violators of th.e Covenant
of ;AHA'U'M) have no God save passion and dr:?l
object save personal interest; if they see w:li hun
thousand traces of the power of God, they det mu::
their enmity and jealousy; they will not un dm .
sideration observe the ‘h:dnor 5( the Ct::c.:l;h e
the beloved of God, will never be
Wutned.ov“God has sealed their hearts, their hearing and
their sight.” 5 e

In short—Praise he to Godl—the mw wre
ing to Appur-Baua all believe in the. Manifesta- .
tion of God, and, through His Sublime commands
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turning to the established Center and the e
tion. And, after the commands of the
Exalted is His Station!—obedience to the commg ds

His Holiness Aspur-Baua is considered by them andm;‘

a cause of spreading the fragrances of God and the
means of promulgating the Laws of the Ancient Begys
(Baua'v'nran). 4

Consider how great is the utterance of His Holiness
AnpuL-Baua that inhabitants of America, notwithstand.-
ing the long distance and the difference in the tastes and
customs, have been so attracted and enkindled as to
cause the amazement of intellects. In these days one
of the believers and assured maid-servants from that
land, known as the maid-servant of God, Lua (Mrs. Get-
singer), is present in this blessed spot. She is enkindled
and attracted beyond description and sheds tears night
and day, seeking permission from His Holiness Aspur-
Bana to go to Persia and quaff the cup of martyrdom.
With all this they (Mohammed Ali and his people)
mourn and cry, saying, the Cause of God has vanished.
What Cause of God is among them and what trace there-
of is in their hands?

O Lord! Thou knowest and bearest witness that

\'idént Sty
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removed from among them, and the hearts of those
who hold fast to the hem of Thy Covenant and Testy.
ment be made happy and joyous. Verily, Thou art the
Able and the Powerful! Y

El-Baha be upon the people of faithfulness who have
turned to the horizon of the Covenant of the Lord of

the crealtures.
(Signed) Baor Urray,

Here ends “The Epistle to the Bahai World."”
The very fact that the Bahai organization has
suppressed this pamphlet, while at the same
time they advertise a book attacking Abdul
Baha, is convincing proof that their actions are
not in accordance with their words.



CHAPTER VI.

Courie TEXT OF THE Exauss TRANSLATION 07 TuE S
Wise axD TESTAMENT OF AB0UL Bama.  Facemune Hrpgo.
pUCTION, OF THE ALLEGED WILL oF AnotL Baus.

This chapter contains the translation of the
alleged will and testament of Abdul Baha, ex-
actly as it was translated by Shoghi Effendi, the
alleged successor. Nothing has been omitted.
On the cover page of the copies of the typewritten
manuseript that were distributed only among a
few Bahais in America, Shoghi Effendi wrote:

“T feel that the conditions are now favorable for the
cirenlation of the Will and Testament of Abdu'l Baha
only in manuscript form and among recognized believers
in America. Every such‘believer should be trusted with
a single copy with the express understanding that no
duplicate copies or extracts of it be made or published
anywhere.” —From letter written by Shoghi Effendi
to the American National Spiritual Assembly on Novem-
ber 27, 1924,

lssued in accordance with the
conditions laid down by Shoghi
Effendi, National Spiritual Assem-
bly. February, 1925.
The beloved of God and the handmaids of the Mereiful
throughout the
United States of America and Canada
Received at 104 Wall St., New York, N. Y.
Saturday, February 25, 1922—11:20 A. M.
165
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A copy was sent to me unsolie;
. g l
made no promise that I would cited, apg a

D ag
feel that in lieu of events that hl:z}epuhhsh it, |

place, it devolves uponme to publish ﬂ?iﬁe aken

will along with other suppressed informa allegeq

tion,
(PART ONE)

HEREIN FOLLOW THE TABLETS AN
MENT OF ABDUL BAHA. NP TESTA.
All-praise to Him Who, by the Shield of is Coy

hath guarded the Temple of His Cause rigcaz‘:x':;
of doubtfulness, Who by the Hosts of His Testament
hath preserved the Sanctuary of His Most Beneficent
Law and protected His Straight and Luminous Path,
staying thereby the onslaught of the company of Coven-
and-breakers, that have threatened to subvert His
Divine Edifice; Who hath watched over His Mighty
Stronghold and All-glorious Faith, through the aid of
men whom the slander of the slanderer affect not,
whom no earthly calling, glory and power can turn
aside from the Covenant of God and His Testament,
established firmly by His clear and manifest words,
writ and revealed by His All-Glorious Pen and recorded
in the Preserved Tablet.

Salutation and praise, blessing and glory rest upon
that primal branch of the Divine and Sacred Lote-Tree,
grown out, blest, tender, verdant and fourishing from
the Twin Holy Trees; the most wondrous, unique ‘"d
priceless pearl that doth gleam from out the Twin
surging seas; upon the offshoots of the Tree of Holi-
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pess, the twigs of the Celestial Tree, ther :
Day of the Great Dividing have stood fast :::; ;:mﬁk
the Covenant; upon the Hands (pillars) of the cmx_mf
God that have diffused widely the Divine Fragrapu.
declared His Proofs, proclaimed His Faith, published
abroad His Law, detached themselves from all things
but Him, stood for righteousness in this world, and
kindled the Fire of the Love God in the very hearts
and souls of His servants; upon them that have believed,
rested assured, stood steadfast in His Covenant and
followed the Light that after my passing shineth from
the Dayspring of Divine Guidance—for behold! he is
the blest and sacred bough that hath branched out from
the Twin Holy Trees. Well is it with him that secketh
the shelter of his shade that shadoweth all mankind.

O ye beloved of the Lord! The greatest of all things
is the protection of the True Faith of God, the pre-
servation of His Law, the safeguarding of His Cause
and service unto His Word. Ten thousand souls have
shed streams of their sacred blood in this path, their
precious lives they offered in sacrifice unto Him, has-
tened wrapt in Holy ecstasy unto the glorious field of
martyrdom, upraised the Standard of God's Faith and
writ with their life-blood upon the Tablet of the world
the verses of His Divine Unity. The sacred breast of
His Holiness, the Exalted One, (May my life be a sacri-
fice unto Him) was made a target to many a dart of
woe, and in Mazandaran, the Blessed feet of the Abha
Beauty (may my life be offered up for His loved ones)

i bleed and be sore
were so grievously scourged as to b =
wounded. His neck also was put into captive chain®
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His feet made fast in the stocks. In every h
pc-riod of fifty years, a new trial and c:;la :
Him and fresh afflictions and cares beset Hi::
them, after having suffered intense vicissitudeq‘ };) Bo
made homeless and a wanderer and fell a victi‘ < o
new vexations and troubles. In Iraq, the lf)ﬂat’o fml
of the world was so exposed to the wiles of the’ o,
of malice as to be eclipsed in splendor. Later cl:;o [}){lc
was sent an exile to the Great City (Com;tantinople) anj
th.ence to the Land of Mystery (Adriannple), whence
grievously wronged, He was eventually transferred t(;
the Most Great Prison (Acre). He Whom the world
hath wronged (may my life be offered up for His loved
ones) was four times banished from city to city, till at
last condemned to perpetual confinement, He was in-
carco.rated in this Prison, the prison of highway robbers,
of brigands and of man-slayers, All this is but one of
the trials that have afflicted the Blessed Beauty, the
rest being even as grievous as this,

And still another of His trials was the hostility, the
flagrant injustice, the iniquity and rebellion of Mirza
Yahya. Although that Wronged One, that Prisoner,
had through His loving-kindness nurtured him in His
own bosom ever since his early years, had showered at
every moment His tender care upon him, exalted his
name, shielded him from every misfortune, en :
him to them of this world and the next, and despite the
firm exhortations and counsels of His Holiness, the
Exalted One (the Bab) and His clear and conclusive
warning: “Beware, beware lest the Nineteen Letter
of the Living and that which hath been revealed in the
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Bayan veil thee!” yet notwithstanding this, Mitz
Yahyva denied Him, dealt falsely with Hilh.belicved “ix:
not. sowed the seeds of doubt, closed his eyes to His
manifest verses and turned aside therefrom. Would
that he had been content therewith! Nay, he even
attempted to shed the sacred blood (of Baha'u'llah) and
then raised a great clamour and tumult around him,
attributing into Baha'u'llah malevolence and cruelty
towards himself. What sedition he stirred up and what
a storm of mischief he raised whilst in the Land of
Mystery (Adrianople)! At last he wrought that which
caused the Day-Star of the world to be sent an exile
to this, the Most Great Prison, and sorely wronged and
in the West of this Great Prison He did set.

O ye that stand fast and firm in the Covenant! The
Center of Sedition, the Prime Mover of mischief, Mirza
Muhammad Ali, hath passed out from under the shadow
of the Cause, hath broken the Covenant, hath falsified
the Holy Text, hath inflicted a grievous less upon the
true Faith of God, hath scattered His people, hath with
bitter rancour endeavored to hurt Abdu'l-Baha and hath
assailed with the utmost enmity this servant of the
Sacred Threshold. Every dart he seized and hurled to
pierce the breast of this wronged servant, no wound
did he neglect to grievously inflict upon me, no venom
did he spare but he poisoned therewith the life of this
hapless one. I swear by the most holy Abha Beauty
and by the Light shining from His Holiness, the Exalted
One, (may my soul be a saerifice for their lowly servants)
that because of this iniquity the dwellers in the Pavilion
oftb.Abh.xingdthmbethMc‘““"-
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Concourse is lamenting, the I =3
in the All-Highest Paradise have re Maids

cries and the angelic compan . Plaing,
moanings. So grievious theydciszdo;ndhfm?rfd th?i:
person became that he struck wi] y MIGuit gy,
the Blessed Tree, dealt g heavy L the oot of
the Cause of God, deluged ;\’ith tear : Temple of
eyes of the loved ones of the Blessed I‘; :f‘ E»IOOd the
afmd encouraged the enemies of the One T;LJ»GCheend
his repudiation of the Covenant turned mane oy
after Truth aside from the Cause of God .-i.,-n.e? s
blighted hopes of Yahya's following, n.xade ‘hi tbl;
detested, caused the enemies of the Greatest Nmu:s:o
become_ audacious and arrogant, put aside the firm gnd
conclusive verses and sowed the seeds of doubt. Had not
the promised aid of the Ancient Beauty been graciously
vouchsafed at every moment to this one, unworthy
though he be, he surely would have destroyed, nay ex-
terminate the Cause of God and utterly subverted the
Divine Edifice. But, praise be the Lord, the triumphant
assistance of the Abha Kingdom was rececived, the hosts
of the Realm above hastened to bestow victory. The
Cause of God was promoted far and wide, the “‘n of
the True One was noised abroad, ears in all regions
were inclined to the Word of God. His standard “'“-d:z
furled, the ensigns of Holiness gloriously waved alot
and the verses celebrating His Divine Unity were 4;!;“ s
Now, that the true Faith of God may b"’h'dwd His
protected, His Law guarded and pre
Cause remain safe and secure, it is i
everyone to hold fast unto the Test of
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firmly established blessed verse, revealed ahoqt hirn.
None other transgression greater than this eyp orer
be imagined. He (Baha'u'Hak) sayeth, glorious 4uq
holy is His Word:- “My foglish loved ones have regarded
him even as my partner, have kindled sedition in the
land and they verily are of the mischief-makers *
Consider, how foolish are the people! They that have
been in His (Baha'u'llah's) Presence and beheld His
Countenance, have nevertheless noised abroad sueh
idle talk, until, exalted be His explicit words. He said:
“Should he for a moment pass out from under the
shadow of the Cause, he surely shall be bronght to
naught.” Refleet! What stress He layeth upon one
moment’s deviation: that is, were he to incline a hair's
breadth to the right or to the left, his deviation would
be clearly established and his utter nothingness made
manifest. - And now ye are witnessing how the wrath
of God hath from all sides affficted him and how day
by day he is speeding towards destruction. Ere long
will ye behold him and his associates outwardly and
inwardly, condemned to utter ruin.

What deviation can be greater than breaking the
Covenant of God! What deviation can be greater than
interpolating and falsifying the words and verses of 'thc
Sacred Text, even as testified and declared by Mirza
Badi'w'llah! What deviation can be greater o
calumniating the Center of the Covenunt h“""f‘
What devintion can be more glaring than spreading
broadcast false and foolish reports touching the Tewple
of God's Testament! What deviation can be e
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Covenant, supported by the holy verse.
layeth a claim ere the passing of a thousand vears
whilst he (Muhammad Al) without shame i 1, 1 °
of the Blessed Beauty had advanced h c- days
. y uch a Clulm
this and been confuted by Him in the afore-ment; as
; : : ; : ioneq
manner, the text of his claim being still extant in ki
own handwriting and bearing his own seal, th::
deviation can be more complete than falsely aceys;
the loved ones of God! What deviation can he m:,n,g
evil than causing their imprisonment and incarceration!
What deviation can be more severe than delivering into
the hands of the government the Holy Writings and
Epistles, that haply they (the government) might arise
intent upon the death of this wronged one! What deviation
can be more violent than threatening the ruin of the
Cause of God, forging and slanderously falsifying letters
and documents so that this might perturb and alarm
the government and lead to the shedding of the blood
of this wronged one, —such letters and documents being
now in the possession of the government! What devis-
tion can be more odious than his iniquity and nbelli?n3
What deviation can be more shameful than dispersing
the gathering of the people of salvation! What devia-
tion can be more infamous than the vain and fe‘b“
interpretations of the people of doubt! What deviation
can be more wicked than joining hands with strangers
and with the enemies of God! bath
Few months ago, in concert with others, he that
broken the Covenant, buhpmpuadcdomn‘m
ing with calumny and slander wherein, the Lori
fabid.mmgmuyﬁmﬂudnnd«omcbmm p
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Baha is deemed a deadly enemy, the ill-wisher of the
Crown. They so perturbed the minds of the members
of the Imperial Government that at last a Committee
of Investigation was sent frém the seat of His Majesty's
Government which, violating every rule of justice and
equity that befit His Imperial Majesty, nay, with the
most glaring injustice, proceeded with its investigations.
The ill-wishers of the One True God surrounded them
on every side and explained and excessively enlarged
upon the text of the document whilst they (the members
of the Committee) in their turn blindly ascquiesced.
One of their many calumnies was that this servant had
raised aloft a banner in this city, had summoned the
people together under it, had established a new sov-
ereignty for himself, had erected upon Mount Carmel
a mighty stronghold, had rallied around hun all }he
peoples of the land and made them obedient to him,
had caused disruption in the Faith of Islam, had cov-
enanted with the following of Christ and, God f(!rbnd.
had purposed to cause the gravest breach in the mighty
power of the Crown. May the Lord protect us from
such atrocious falsehoods! \
According to the direct and sacred command of God
we are forbidden to utter slander, are commandgdu;:
show forth peace and amity, are exhorted to redtﬂh =
of conduct, straight-forwardness and harmony Wi b
the kindreds and peoples of the world. We mtl;: e 4
and be the well-wishers of the governments of »
regard disloyalty unto a just king as disloyalty s
Himself and wishing evil to the zommm'ﬁ;_l snd
gression of the Cause of God. With these v
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decisive words, how can it he that these immpes:

should indulge in such vain fnncies;esiex'xzzz]rpmned Olieg
could they show forth such disloyalty? B::te"&tcd. how
Committee of TInvestigation hath approved alas! The
firmed these calumnies of my brother and ;in d. e
and submitted them to the presence of Hig ;[m'be”
the_ Sovereign. Now at this moment a fierce stoa.leet..‘;’
raging around this prisoner who awaiteth, be it f:m o
able or unfavorable, the gracious will of His Mai o
may the Lord aid him by His Grace to be justmﬂ;
wh.atsoevcr condition he may be, with absolute calm and
quietness, Abdu'l-Baha is ready for self sacrifice and is
wholly resigned and submitted to His Will. What
transgression can be more abominable, more odious,
more wicked than this?

In like manner, the focal Center of hate, hath purposed
to put Abdu’l-Baha to death and this is supported by
the testimony written by Mirza Shu a’u'llah himself
and is here enclosed. It is evident and indisputable
that they are privily and with the utmost subtlety
engaged in conspiring against me. The following are
his very words written by him in this letter: “I curse
at every moment him that hath kindled this discord.
imprecate in these words ‘Lord! have no merey upon him
and I hope ere long God will make manifest the one
that shall have no pity on him, who now weareth Wh‘:
garb and about whom I cannot any more explain.
Reference he doth make by these words to ﬂ”w |
verse that beginneth as follows: “He that layeth &
claim ere the passing of a thousand A

Reflect! How intent they are upon the death of Abdu'-

174

Baha! Ponder In your beart:s upon the phrase “1 eannor
anymore explain” and realize what schemes they are
devising for this purpose., They fear lest too fully ex.
plained the letter might fall into alien hands and their
schemes be foiled and frustrated. The phrase is only
foretelling good tidings to come, namely that regarding
this all requisite arrangements have been made.

O God, my God! Thou seest this wronged servant
of Thine, held fast in the talons of ferocious lons, of
ravening wolves, of blood thirsty beasts. Graciously
assist me, through my love for Thee, that 1 may drink
deep of the chalice that brimmeth over with faithful-
ness to Thee and is filled with Thy bountiful Grace: so
that, fallen upon the dust, I may sink prostrate and
senseless whilst my venture i3 dyed crimson with my
blood. This is my wish, my heart’s desire, my hope,
my pride, my glory. Grant, O Lord my God, and my
Refuge, that in my last hour, my end, may even as
musk shed its fragrance of glory! Is there a bounty
greater than this? Nay, by Thy Glory! I call Thee to
witness that no day passeth but that I quaff my fill
from this cup, so grievous are the misdeeds wrought
by them that have broken the Covenant, kmdled. dis-
cord, showed their malice, stirred sedition in the land
and dishonored Thee amidst Thy servants. Lord!
Shield Thou from these Covmnt-bmkmthem;l::
Stronghold of Thy Faith and MW“:“
tuary from the onslaught of the ungodly. 1 e
in truth the Mighty, the Powerful, the Gracious,

In short, O ye beloved of the Lord! The Center of
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Sedition, Mirza Muhammad Ali, in

decisive words of God and by ma:)cnco;;i :l.xce with the
transgression, hath grievously fallen and - bﬂllnd],,‘
from the Holy Tree: “Verily, been Cut of

wWe wron
but they have wronged themselves!™ ged they, iot,

O God, my God! Shield Thy ‘
the evils of self and passion, prot;cltrt:fa:dwﬁ‘;;"b from
ful Eye of Thy loving kindness from all rapar, "o
and envy, shelter them in the impregnable nmnurgh.: 'hl'te
Thy cause and, safe from the darts of doubt{ "
make them the manifestations of Thy glorious
illumine their faces with the effulgent rays shed from
the Dayspring of Thy Divine Unity, gladden their
bearts with the verses revealed from Thy Holy Kingdom,
strengthen their loins by Thy all-swaying power that
cometh from Thy Realm of Glory. Thou are the All-
Bountiful, the Protector, the All-Mighty, the Gracious!

O ye that stand fast in the Covenant! When the hour
cometh that this wronged and broken winged bird will
have taken its flight unto the Celestial concourse, when
it will have hastened to the Realm of the Unseen and
its mortal frame will have been either lost or hidden
neath the dust, it is incumbent upon the Afnan, that
are steadfast in the Covenant of God, and have | i
from the Tree of Holiness; the Hands (pillars) of
Cause of God, (tbeglmydthehfdwummm 2
and all the friends and loved ones, one and all 10 b
themselves and arise with heart and soul and in 0% S
cord, to diffuse the sweet savours of God, to t ahei
Cause and to promote His Faith. "It behooVeil to
not to rest for a moment, neither to seek repose:
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must disperse themselves in every land, pass by every
clime and travel throughout all regions. Bestirred,
without rest, and steadfast to the end they must rajse
in every land the triumphal ery “0O Thou the Glory of
Glorious!”  (Ya Baha'il-Abha), must achieve renoun
in the world wherever they go, must burn brightly
even as a candle in every meeting and must kindle the
flame of Divine love in every assembly. that the light
of truth may rise resplendent in the midmost heart of
the world, that throughout the East and throughout
the West a vast concourse may gather under the shadow
of the Word of God, that the sweet savours of holiness
may be diffused, that faces may shine radiantly, hearts
be filled with the Divine spirit and souls be made hesvenly,
In these days, the"most important of all things is the
guidance of the nations and peoples of the world. Teach-
ing the Cause is of utmost importance for it is the head
corner-stone of the foundation itself. This wronged
servant has spent his days and nights in promoting the
Cause and urging the peoples to service. He rested
notamomenl.tillthofameofthe(}umd(;od‘:u
noised abroad in the world and the Celestinl strains
from the Abha Kingdom roused the East and the West.
The beloved of God mmtdnioﬂowtheumemm?k.
This is the secret of faithfulness, this is the require-
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proved self-sacrificing in the p
One of God. Finally in va
glorious martydom, Let them tha
follow in their footstepsy’

O my loving friends! After
wronged one, it is incumbent upon the Aghsan

ches), the Afnan (Twigs) of the Sacred Lote.T
Hands (pillars) of the Cause of God and the lovl::‘o:::

of the Abha Beauty to turn unto Shozli Effendi—ghe-

youthful branch branched from the Two hallowed anq
sacred Lote-Trees and the fruit grown from the Union
of the Two offshoots of the Tree of Holiness, —as hs is
the sign of God, the chosen branch, the guardian of the
Cause of God, he unto whom all the Aghsan, the Afnan,
the Hands of the Cause of God and His loved ones must
turn. He is the expounder of the words of God and
after him will succeed the first-born of his lineal des-
cendants,

The sacred and youthful branch, the guardian of the
Cause of God as well as the Universal House of Justice,
to be universally elected and established, are both under
the care and protection of the Abha Beauty, .undcr z
shelter and unerring guidance of His n%)
Exalted One (may my life be offered up for them 4
Whatsoever they decide is of God. Who so
him not, neither obeyeth them, hath not
w against

:

ENEMY THE BAHAT OR(;.\NIZATI()x
tended with God; whoso disputeth with him hath &
puted with God; whoso denieth him hath denied (m;
whoso disbelieveth in him hath dishelieved in God.
whoso deviateth, separateth himself and turneth lmde
from him hath in truth deviated, separnted himself ang
turned aside from God. May the wrath, the fierce
indignation, the vengence of God rest upon him! The
mighty stronghold shall remain impregnable and safe
through obedience to him who is the guardian of the
Cause of God. It is incumbent upon the members of
the House of Justice, upon all the Aghsan, the Afnan,
the Hands of the Cause of God to show their obedience,
submissiveness and subordination unto the guardian
of the Cause of God, to turn unto him and be lowly
before him. He that opposeth him hath opposed the
True One, will make a breach in the Cause of God, will
subvert His word and will become & manifestation of
the Center of Sedition. Beware, beware, lest the days
after the ascension (of Baha'u'llah) be repeated, when
the Center of Sedition waxed baughty and rebellious
and with Divine Unity for his exeuse deprived himself
and perturbed and poisoned others. No doubt every
vain-glorious one that purposeth disseqsion and diseord
will not openly declare his evil purposes, nay rather!
even as impure gold would he cease (seize?) upon divers
measures and various pretexts that he may separate the
gathering of the people of Baha. My object is to show
m-tmund.amecmdcodmnn«:n&
ful aud so soon as they find anyone beginning to oppose
and protest against thngumﬁndthc“”""c':
cast him out from the congregation of the people
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: rom him.
Oof doubt ip the
Carts

Baha and in no wise accept any excuse f
: Y excuse
often hath grievous error been dis

truth that it might sow the seeds
of men.

O ve beloved of the Lord! It is incumbe
guardian of the Cause of God to i ﬂ_t .
life-time him that shall become his gy m his owy
differences may not arise after his passiugcwas:r{h ﬂu.t
appointed must manifest in himself deta;!hmem ;ltu
all wordly things, must be the essence of purity rom

a o » must
show in himself the fear of God, knowlege, wisdom and
learning. Thus, should the first-born of the guardian
of the Cause of God not manifest in himself the truth
of the words: *“The child is the secret essence of its
sire,” that is, should he not inherit of the spiritual
within him (the guardian of the Cause of God) and his
glorious lineage not be matched with a goodly character,
then must be, (the guardian of the Cause of God) choose
another branch to succeed him.

The Hands of the Cause of God must elect from their
own number nine persons that shall at all times be oe-
cupied in the important services in the work of the
guardian of the Cause of God. The election of these
nine must be carried either unanimously or by mp’z
from the company of the Hands of the Cause of G“"w
these whether unanimously or by a majority voté, the
give their assent to the choice of the one whom !

upon the

guardian oftbeCmoiGodhsthchoscn”,"i';?;

cessor. This assent must be given in such wise 25 _
(secret ballot).
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O friends! The Hands of the Cause of God must e
nominated and appointed by the guardian of the Cange
of God. All must be under his shadow and obey his
command. Should any, within or without the company
of the Hands of the Cause of God disobey and seek
division, the wrath of God and His vengeance will be
upon him, for he will have caused a breach in the trye
Faith of God.

The obligations of the Hands of the Cause of God
are to diffuse the Divine Fragrances, to edify the souls
of men, to promote learning, to improve the charscter
of all men and to be, at all times and under all con-
ditions, sanctified and detached from earthly things.
They must manifest the fear of God by their conduct,
their manners, their_deeds and their words.

This body of the Hands of the Cause of God is under
the direction of the guardian of the Cause of God. He
must continually urge them to strive and endeavour
to the utmost of their ability to diffuse the Sweet savours
of God, and to guide all the peoples of the world for it
is the light of Divine Guidance that causeth all the
universe to be illumined. To disregard, though be it
for a moment, this absolute command which is binding
upon everyone, is in no wise permitted, that the ex-
istent world may become even as the Abha Paradise,
that the surface of the earth may become heavenly,
that contention and conflict amidst peoples, kindreds,
nations and governments may disappear, that all the
dwellers on earth may become one people and one race,
that the world may become even as one home. W
differences arise they shall be amicably and conclusively
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settled by the Supreme Tribunaj, that ¢
members from all the governments
world.

O ve beloved of the Lord! In this sge :

tion, conflict and contention are iy no ‘::;eedplz::npfnsa.
Every aggressor deprives himself of God’s grace ';ted
incumbent upon everyone to show the “tmos.t 't is
rectitude of conduet, straight forwardness and m_nove,
kindliness unto all the peoples and kindreds of the woﬁ:
be they friends or strangers. So intense must he tbe'
spirit of love and loving kindness, that the stranger
may find himself a friend, the enemy a true brother, ng
difference whatsoever existing between them. For uniy.
ersality is of God and all limitations earthly. Thus man
must strive that his reality may manifest virtues and
perfections, the light whereof may shine upon everyone
the light of the sun shineth upon all the world and the
merciful showers of Divine Providence fall upon all
peoples. The vivifying breeze reviveth every living
creature and all beings endued with life obtain their
share and portion at His heavenly board. In like
manner, the affections and loving kindness of the
servants of the One True God must be bountifully and
universally extended to all mankind. Regarding this,
restrictions and limitations are in no wise pefmlmd~

Wherefore, O my loving friends! Consort with all the

I incl"de

and Peoples of the

peoples, kindreds and religions of the world with the

utmost truthfulness, uprightness, faithfulness, kind’:;

ness, good-will and friendliness, that all the vorf;“
being may be filled with the holy ecstasy of the s
of Baha, that ignorance, enmity, hate and rancour ms
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vanish from the world angd the darkness

ment amidst the peoples and kindreds of th: tw:::;m Be-
give way to the Light of Upity. Shoul d other pmml::v'
and nations be unfaithfy] to You show wvour ﬁd:});t
unto them, should they he unjust toward you 31,0:
justice toward them, should they keep aloof from you
attract them to yourself, should they show their enmity
be friendly towards them, should they poison your lives,
sweeten their souls, should they inflict a wound upon you,
be a salve to their sores. Such are the attributes of the
sincere! Such are the attributes of the truthful,

And now, concerning the House of Justice which God
had ordained as the source of gl good and freed from
all error, it must be elected by universal suffrage, that
is, by the believers., Its members must be manifesta-
tions of the fear of God and daysprings of knowledge
and understanding, must be steadfast in God's fuith
and the well wishers of all mankind. By this House
i meant the Universal House of Justice, that is, in all
countries, a secondary House of Justice must be in-
stituted, and these secondary Houses of Justice must
elect the members of the Universal one. Unto this body
all things must be referred. It enacteth all ordinances
and regulations that are not to be found in the explicit
Holy Text. By this body all the difficult problems are
to be resolved and the guardian of the Cause of God
s its sacred head and the distinguished member for
life of that body. Should he mot attend in person its

. : . t him.
deliberations, he must appoint ene to represen 2
Sbonldanyofthomemhascommitalin.m"mdcod
the common weal, the guardian of the Cause
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This House of Justice enacteth the laws
ment enforceth them. i
inforce the executive, the executive m

harmony of these two forces, the foundat;
and justice may become firm and strong, that all the
regions of the world may become even us Paradise itself

O Lord, my God! Assist Thy loved ones to be firm
in Thy Faith, to walk in Thy Ways, to be steadfast i
Thy Cause. Give them Thy grace to withstang the
onslaught of self and passion, to follow the light of
Divine Guidance. Thou art the Powerful, the Gracious,
the Self-Subsisting; the Bestower, the Compassionate,
the All-Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

O friends of Abdu'l-Baha! The Lord, as a sign of His
infinite bounties, hath graciously favored His servants
by providing for a fixed money offering (Huquq), to he
dutifully presented unto Him, though He, the True
One and His servants have been at all times independent
of all created things, and God verily is the All Possess-
ing, Exalted above the need of any gift from his Creatures.
This fixed money offering, however, causeth thepWP'e
to become firm and steadfast and draweth Divine io-
crease upon them. It is to be offered through u'““‘z;
ian of the Cause of God, thatitmayhmdd".

L and the exalta-
the diffusion of the Fragrances of God 3 for thi
tion of His word for henevolent pursuits and for th
common weal.
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loyalty.
wishers.  Without their Jeaye and permission g
meddle with political affairs, for disloyalty to the e
Sovereign is disloyalty to God himself,

This is my counsel and the Commandment of Gog
unto you. Well is it with them that act secordingly,

Note: 1

e e s Gt T2, € e b e
forth to the light it was observed that certain party of it were

wjured by the dump, and the Holy Lund being sololy itated, it
was left untouched,) ® ¥ ugitated,

(PART TWO)
HE IS GOD

O my Lord, my heart’s Desire, Thou Whom 1 ever
invoke, Thou Who are my Aider and my Shelter, my
Helper and my Refuge! Thou seest me submerged in
an ocean of calamities that overwhelm the soul, of afffic-
tions that oppress the heart, of woes that disperse Thy
gathering, of ills and pains that seatter Thy flock. Sore
trials have compassed me round and perils have from
all. sides beset me. Thou seest me immersed in & sea
ofunmrpusedttibution.mkintoulw,lbm
afflicted byminemmiumdmmdmmhﬁén:
dthcirhalc,‘eukindhdbymykimﬁthm'r&
; 3 their hearts to

went, wherein Thou biddest them turn
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this wronged one, to keep away from

tbe. unjust, m.u! re.fer'tm!.o this lonely one all that i
which they differ in Thy Holy Book, so that the Truth
may be revealed unto them, their doubts may be dispelleg
and Thy manifest Signs be spread abroad.

‘..ct now Thou seest them, O Lord, My God! with
Thine eye that sleepeth not, how that they have broken
Thy Covenant and turned their backs thereon, how with
hate and rebelliousness they have erred from Thy Testa.
ment and have arisen intent upon malice.

Adversities have wased still more severe as they rose
with unbearable cruelty to overpower and erush me, ny
they seattered far and wide their serolls of doubt and in
utter falsehood hurled their calumnies upon me. Not
content with this, their Chief, O my God, hath dared to
interpolate Thy Book, to fraudulently alter Thy decisive
Holy Text and falsify that which hath been revealed by
Thy All Glorious Pen. He did also maliciously insert
that which Thou didst reveal for the one that .hstb
wrought the most glaring cruelty upon Thee, disbelieved
i Thee and denied Thy wondrous Signs, into what Thou
didst reveal for this servant of Thine that hath been
wranged in this world. All this he did that he might
beguile the souls of men and breathe his evil whisperings

into the hearts of Thy devoted ones, Thereunto

me the n)Oligh

their second Chief testify, confessing it in his own ;‘,’ds;
writing, setting thereupon his seal and he 8

thronghout all regions. O my God! Could there
more grievous injustice than this? And dﬂm
not, but further strove with stubborness, [ dition in
slunder, with scorn and ealumny to stir up sedition
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the midst of the government of this land and elgey
causing them to deem me a sower of
the minds with things that, the ear
The government was thus alarmed,

Sovereign, and the suspicion of the nobility was aroused

Minds were troubled, affairs were upset, souls wepe W
turbed, the fire of anguish and sorrow was kindled within
the breasts, the Holy Leaves (of the Household) wepe
convulsed and shaken, their eyes rained with tears, their
sighs nnd lamentations were raised and their hearts
burned within them as they bewailed this wronged servant
of Thine, fallen & victim into the hands of these, his
kindred, nay, his very encmies.

Lord! Thou seest all things weeping me and my kindred
rejoicing in my woes, By Thy Glory, O my God. Even
nmongst mine enemies, some have lamented my troubles
and my distress, snd of the envious ones & number have
shed tears because of my cares, my exile and my afflic-
tions. They did this because they found naught in me
but affection and eare and witnessed naught but kind-
liness and mercy. As they saw me swept into the flood
of tribulation and adversity and exposed even as o target
to the arrows of fate, their hearts were moved with com-
passion, tears eame to their eyes and they testified declar-
ing:—"“The Lord is our witness; naught have we seen
from him but faithfulness, generosity and extreme iy
passion.” The Covenant breakens, foreboders of evil
however, waxed mmwmmw“;
fell & victim ummmm&%
selves against me and made merry over the |

here,
sedition ang filling

abhotreth 1o hear.
fear fell upon the
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I call upon Thee, O Lord my God! with o~
and with all my heart, not to requite them
cruelty and their wrong-doings, their
mischief, for they are foolish and ignobl
what they do. They discern not good from eyi), neith
do they distinguish right from wron bistice fane
ORI A £ nor justice from
mmjustice. They follow their own desires and walk in the
footsteps of the most imperfect and foolish amongst they
O my Lord! Have merey upon them, shield ther S
all afflictions in these troubled times and grant that g
trials and hardships may be the lot of this Thy servant
that hath fallen into this darksome pit. Single me out
for every woe and make me a sacrifice for all Thy loved
ones, O Lord Most High! May my soul, my life, my
being, my spirit, my all be offered up for them. O God,
my God! Lowly, suppliant and fallen upon my face,
I beseech Thee with all the ardour of my invocation to
pardon whosoever hath hurt me, forgive him that hath
conspired against me and offended me, and wash away
the misdeeds of them that have wrought injustice upon
me. Vouchsafe unto them Thy goodly yifts, give them
joy, relieve them from sorrow, grant them peace and
prosperity, give them Thy bliss and pour upon them Thy
bounty. .

Thou art the Powerful, the Gracious, the Help in
Peril, the Self-Subsisting! .

O dearly beloved friends! I am now in very grest
danger and the hope of even an hour's life is lost to me.
L am thus constrained to write these lines for the prote>
ﬁonottheCauseofGod,thepreservaﬁonOfn"d His
the safeguarding of His Word, and the safety p

188

¥y tongue
for their
craft gng their
e and know not

ll
1‘.'.‘

ENEMY THE BAHAT ORGANIZATION

Teachings. By the Ancient Beauty!
hath in no wise borne nor doth he be ;
any one; toward none doth he cnler‘::i::f::s;:]?:l? 5
and uttereth no word sive for the good of the worll:lg
My supreme obligation, however, of necessity, prompteth
me to guard and preserve the Cause of God.

Thus, with the greatest regret, I counsel you saying:—
“Guard ye the Cause of God, protect His law and have
the utmost fear of discord. This i the foundation
of the belief of the people of Baha (may my life be offered
u.p for them). “His Holiness, the Exalted One (The
Bab) is the manifestation of the Unity and Oneness of
God and the Forerunner of the Ancient Beauty, His
Holiness the Abha Beauty, (may my life be & sacrifice
for His steadfast friends) is the Supreme Manifestation
of God and the Dayspring of His Most Divine Essence.
All others are servants unto Him and do his bidding."”
Unto the Most Holy Book every one must turn snd all
that is not expressly recorded therein must be referred
to the Universal House of Justice. That which this
body, whether unanimously or by & majority doth carry,
that is verily the Truth and the Purpose of God himself,
Whoso doth deviate therefrom is verily of them that
love discord, hath shown forth malice and turned away
from the Lord of the Covenant. By this House is
meant that Universal House of Justice which is bt:
elected from all countries, mmmmmoaem':nd
East and West whmtholovedwu_'f’“’,b’w“.'
after the manner of the customary elections in
countries such as those of England.

189

This Wmnged one



THE BAHAI RELIGION AND 178

It is incumbent upon these members (of the Uniy
House of Justice) to gather in a certain place and del,'ebr:_,al
ate upon all problems which have caused differey 3
questions that are obscure and matters that are ::;
expressly recorded in the Book. Whatsoever they decide
has the same effect as the Text itself. And inasmuch gz
this House of Justice hath power to enact laws that are
not expressly recorded in the Book and hear upon daily
transactions, so also it hath power to repeal the same.
Thus for example, the House of Justice enacteth today
& certain law and enforceth it, and & hundred years hence,
circumstances having profoundly changed and the con-
ditions having altered, another House of Justice will
then have power, according to the exigencies of the time,
to alter that law. This it can do because that law formeth
no part of the Divine Explicit Text. The House of
Justice is both the Initiator and the Abrogator of its
own laws.

And now, one of the greatest and most fundamental
principles of the Cause of God is to shun and avoid
entirely the Covenant-breakers, for they will utterly
destroy the Cause of God, exterminate His Law and
render of no account all efforts exerted in the past. 0
friends! It behooveth you to call to mind with tender-
ness the trials of His Holiness, the exalted One and show
your fidelity to the Ever-Blest Beauty. The utmost
endeavour must be exerted lest all these woes, path
and afftictions, all this pure and sacred blood that hath

been shed so profusely in the Path of God, may .Pro¥®
to be in vain. Yekmwwellwhtthchndsdmw

of Sedition, Mirza Muhammed Ali, and his
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have wrought. Among his doin one :
corruption of the Sacred Text 'hg:'eof y:‘lr?:tlll‘: any
the Lord be praised, and know that it is evident, p'::re "
and confirmed by the testimony of his brother, 3,11::
Badi'u'llah whose confession is written in his Qwp
Handwriting, l.?cardll His Seal, i3 Printed and Spreat
abroad. Tlx_xs is ’but one of his misdeeds. Can a trans.
gression be imagined more glaring than this, the inter-
polation of the Holy Text? Nay, by the righteousness
of the Lord! His transgressions are writ and recorded in
a leaflet by itself. Please God, ye will persue it.

In short, according to the explicit Divine Text, the
least transgression shall make of this man a fallen creat-
ure, and what transgression is more grievous thas
attempling to destroy the Divine Edifice, breaking the
covenant, erring from the testament, falsifving the Holy
Text, sowing the seeds of doubt, caluminating Abdu'l-
Baha, advancing claims for which God hath sent down
no warrant, kindling mischief and striving to shed the
very blood of Abdu'l-Baha, and many other things where-
of ye are all aware! It is thus evident that should this
man succeed in bringing disruption into the Cause of
God, he will utterly destroy and exterminate it. Beware
:;ltyeappmd:thismln. for to approach him is worse

an approaching fire. -

Gracious God! After Mirza BadiuTiah had decared
in his own handwriting that this man (Mahsmmad A1
had broken the Covenant and had proclaimed bis f to
fication of the Holy Text, he realived that to retura ¢
the True Faith and pay allegiance to the Covesant sod
Testament would in o wise promote his selfish desire
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He thus repented and regretted the Lhi
and attempted privily to gather in his pri:fe:eeo'::ld doue
plotted darkly with the Centre of Sedition agai

and informed him daily of all the happenings “'itllxli't Me
houschold. He has even taken a leading part i: ny
mischievous deeds that have of late been commit v
Praise be to God, affairs recovered their former ,g.h%:l'
and the loved ones obtained partial peace. Byt e\-._::
since the day he entered again into our midst, he began
afresh to sow the sceds of sore sedition. Some of his
machinations and intrigues will be recorded in & separate
leaflet.

My purpose is, however, to show that it is incumbent
upon the friends that are fast and firm in the Covenant
and Testament to be ever wakeful lest after this wronged
one is gone this aslert and active worker of mischie! may
cause disruption, privily sow the seeds of doubt and
sedition and utterly root out the Cause of God. A thous.
and times shun his company. Take heed and be on your

ENEMY THE BAHAI ()RGA.\LIZ.‘\'NO\'

loved anes and set forth clearly all things unto them, that
they may watch over Thy faith, guard Thy Su:ni‘m

Path and protect Thy Resplendent Law. Thou art
verily, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise!

(PART THREE)
HE IS THE WITNESS, THE ALLSUFFICING.

O my God, my Beloved, my heart’s Desire! Thou
knowest, Thou seest that which hath befallen this ser-
vant of Thine, that hath humbled himsell at Thy Door,
and Thou knowest the sins committed against bim by
the people of malice, they that have broken Thy Coven-
ant and turned their backs on Thy Testament. In the
day-time they afflicted me with the arrows of hate and
in the night-season they privily conspired to hurt me.
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meet and seemly, to exalt Thy Word ami
and might serve at Thy Threshold
heart that overfloweth with the joy
the Abha Kingdom.

Lord! My cup of woe runneth over,
sides blows are fiercely raging upon me. The daps t
affliction have compassed me round the arrows of dio
tress have rained upon me. Thus tribulation ove::
whelmed me and my strength, because of the onslaught
of the foemen became weakness within me, while 1
stood alone and forsaken in the midst of my woes,
Lord! Have mercy upon me, lift me up unto Thyself
and make me to drink from the Chalice of Martyrdom,
for the wide world with all its vastness can no longer
contain me.

Thou art, verily, the Merciful, the Compassionate, the
Gracious, the All-Bountiful!

O ye the true, the sincere, the faithful friends of this
wronged one! Everyone knoweth and believeth what
calamities and afflictions have befallen this wronged
one, this prisoner, at the hands of those who heve
broken the Covenant at the time when, after the setting
of the Day-Star of the world, his heart was consumed
with the flame of His bereavement. |

When, in all parts of the earth, the enemies of God
profiting by the passing awny of the Sun of Truth,
suddenly and with all their might launched their attacks
at such u time and in the midst of so great u calamitys
the Covenant-breakers arose with the utmost crueltys
bhntupoahammdtbcmupdw"’m"
enmity. At every moment & misdeed they did
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and bestirred themselves to sow the seeds of grievious

sedition, and to ruin the edifice of the Covenant. By
this wronged one, this prisener, did his utmost to hide
and veil their doings, that haply they might regret and
repent. His long-suffering and forebenrance of these
evil deeds, however, made the rthellious ones still more
arrogant and daring; until through leaflets written
with their own hands, they sowed the seeds of doubt,
printing these leaflets and scattering them broadeast
throughout the world, believing that such foolish dolngs
would bring to naught the Covenant and the Testament.
Thereupon the loved ones of the Lord wrose, in-
spired with the greatest confidence and constancy and
aided by the power of the Kingdom by Divine Strength,
by heavenly Grace, by the unfailing help and Celestial
Bounty, they withstood the enemies of the Covenant
in well-nigh three score and ten treatises and supported
by conclusive proof, unmistakeable evidences and clear
texts from the Holy Writ, they refuted their scrolls of
doubt and mischief-kindling leaflets. The Centre of
Sedition was thus confounded in his craftiness, afflicted
by the wrath of God, sunk into a degradation and
infamy that shall be lasting until the Day of Doom.
Base und wretched is the plight of the people of evi
deeds, they that are in grievous loss. : )
And as they lost their cause, grew hopeless in their
efforts against the loved ones of God, saw the Standard
of His Testament waving throughout :‘n regions and
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ranoour  ad  enmity, they fﬂ'luwiu“ anot)
) oy

walked in another wny, devised anothoy plan: "'”‘“l.
kindling the flame of sedition in the heapt ”'.“ 1t of
10 vy

government itself, nnd l'lllﬂ Comed this
Wranged
O,

of strife, inimiul 1
the government and a hnter and “Pponent of the epyy,
n'

Perchance Abdu'l-Baha may he Put o death gy his
name bhe made to perish wherehy an arenn may |y
opened unto the enemies of the Covengnt wherein P
may advance and spur on their charger, inflict o grievony
loss upon everyone und subvert -the very foundutions
of the edifice of the Cause of God. For o HEievous iy the
conduct and behavior of this fulse people that they nre
become even as an axe striking at the very root of the
Blessed Tree. Should they be suffered to continye
they would, in but a few days time, esterminate the
Cause of God, His word and themselves.

Hence, the beloved of the Lord must entirely shun
them, nvoid them, foil their machinations and evil
whisperings, guard the Law of God and His mligiog.
engage one and all in diffusing widely the sweet savours
of God and to the best of their endeavor proclaim His
Teachings.

Whoaf:vcr and whatsoever meeting becon.:cth -
hinderance to the diffusion of the Light o{. Futh‘. £
the loved ones give them counsel and say: 'Of al %
gifbdGodthegmtatbthegftd.Tmcht‘n;w
drawethuntonstheGnoeofGodmd_ngour s
ligation. Of such a gift howunwedepﬂwo‘*"d“-“
Nay, our lives, our goods, our comforts, WMM

this privoner to appear as 8 mover

offer them all as a sacrifice for the Abha Beauty J

ENEMY THE BAHAT ORGANIZATION

the Cause of God” Caution und pridence, howeye
must be observed even ue reoorded in the Book ":.
voll must in no wise be suddenly ot aunder, The
Glory of Glories rest upon you,

O ye the faithful loved ones of Abdu'l-Bahu! It iy is.
cumbent upon you to take the Hreatost onre of Shoghi
Effend), the twig that hath beanehed from nnd the
fruit given forth by the Two hallowed snd Divige
Lote-Troes, that no dust of despondency and sorrow
may stain his radinnt nature, {hst day by day he may
wix greater in bhappiness, in Joy and spirituality, wnd
may grow to become even us u fruitful tees.

For he is, ufter Abdu'l-Baha, the guaedian of the Cruse
of God, the Afnan, the Hands (pillars) of the Cause
and the beloved of the Lord must obey him and tum
unto him. He that obeyeth him not, hath not obeyed
God; he that turneth away from him. hath Lurned
away from God and he that denieth him, hath denied
the True One. Beware lest anyone falsely interpret
these words, and like unto them that have broken the
Covenant after the Day of Ascension (of Baha'u'llak)
advance a pretext, raise the standard of revolt, wax
stubborn and open wide the door of false interpretation.
To none is given the right to put forth his own opinion
or express his particular convictions. All must seek
guidance and turn unto the Center of the Cause and the
House of Justice. And he that turneth unto whatsoever
else is indeed in grievous error.

The Glory of Glories rest upon you!

The end of the translation of the Alleged Will of Abdul
197
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The reader will note that th
. € € translatioy, ;
tabulated as “Part I, Part I1,” and “Pa::'t“;llll l:
Yet in the original document i

tion which is Part I, 1T or I17. This arraugen:::;

was made by the beneficiary and alleged succegs.
or, Shoghi Effendi himself, as was also the traps.
lation. It will further be noted that Part [p
contradicts Parts I and II1. There IS N0 men-
tion made in Part II that there is to be a sue-
cessor and a continual line of successors. On
the contrary, it confirms what both Baha'o'llah
and Abdul Baha said during their lifetimes, that
the power of the Bahai Religion was to vest in
the Houses of Justice whenever they would be
established. There are many comments and
deductions that I could make on this document,
but these I shall have to leave for a future date.

i -simile re-
The following ten pages are fac-simi
productions of the alleged will of Abdul Baha.

-
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CHAPTER VII.

A Caeck AND TWO MANUSCRIPTS INTERCEPTED—EVERY Incropsr
Sgows THAT SHOGHI ErrENDI, MomAMMED Awur axp n‘;g
Baual ORGANIZATION ARE THE ARCH ENEMIES oF THE Bamar

RELIGION.

Abdul Baha exhorts us to judge people by
what they do and not by what they say, or pro-
fess. Therefore, let us apply this gauge to the
foregoing, as well as to the following facts, and
measure them by this standard.

In the autumn of 1919 I sent to Abdul Baha
the manuscript of a book that I had written on

~ the Bahai Cause. It was the same in substance
 that which I have since published under the

'''''
''''''

2 of “Abdul Baha and the Promised Age. ’

e f_’t__‘lb ’

packed it with the greatest care and sent it

registered mail. At the same time I also
_'. American Expl‘ess Company check for
00 to Abdul Baha and asked him to apply
) some of the many charities he was dispens-
As my husband and I intended to go to

t charactoristic!.

y often of the necessitt
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Palestine in a few months we couldn’t },
thought that we, in that lang which :hm.:_. e
so impoverished by the war, would adq 4 )
burden unless we contributed somethip i
directly, or indirectly. S SXher

About four months after the manuscript |

the check had been sent we arrived in :3?“:._;.
the guests of Abdul Baha, where we _.....:s__..:.,..m
During this time :.:
mention was made, either of the manuseript or
the check. On the day before oyr departire
although I disliked mentioning the subject |
nnr& Abdul Baha if he had received the many-
seript or the check. Smﬁwon« & moment’s hesi-
‘tancy _emphatically he said that he had
4 eived either one. He repeated this a
number of times, and seemed indignant that
ed over to him. I dis-
pus members of the family
one of the brothers-in-law
' and enquire about the
1ed late ‘and said there was
e c a%‘w«.,.m. “the manuscript.
ourse, but more

v

“

ENEMY THE Bap,, ORGANIZy

Tioy
ﬁmao to read it and Pass on it whi
__.H..o-.ngwem_w., I had anothey ..:vw,:..
B 8 & number of pages necqog re-typing T

d gW& >7Q:— wm_.m if after [ ru.& m:._.wc...a.??
 would Rgmﬁ me to send it to biinn “‘:M,nr..i :._?,.
o Wn—a mO—% Land. To this he n.z:.mccl._.” :2 L lef
3 gam he gave me A:gc:::w just how .T_P..,.z..m“c...a.
" He said that after oy visit to .r.:z.%“.: .
upon our arrival at Pop Said I e

. - must give the
m Pt to Mirza Yazdi his trusted sop-ip.
law, w

%

ho was a merchant there.

amn we arrived at Port Said. eleven days
later, we immediately met two pilgrims who
¥ere gomg to Haifa the next day. It occurred
i€ at once that if I sent my manuscript back
e pilgrims it would arrive seversl days,
Perhaps a week sooner, than if T gave it to
rza Yazdi. Without remembering that there
5 a greal wisdom in everything that Abdul
8 said, I therefore gave it to them, with
eful instructions to see that it was delivered
9 the hands of Abdul Baha. Little did |
Bm at that time that some of Abdul Baba's

ousehold were on the lookout for ever
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Palestine in a few months we couldy’y bear
thought that we, in that land whicl, _::_. _x~ i
so impoverished by the war, would adq to _”:
burden unless we contributed something, .._:z_,,
directly, or indirectly. :
About four months after the manuscript ang
the check rn@ been sent we arrived i m Haify o
the mg of Abdul Baha, where we remained
n&n .Bmsa days. During this time no
.4& ﬂz..mw. either of the manuscript or
. On the day before our departure,
g& ‘mentioning the subject, I
ﬂrrmg received the manu-
goﬁ a moment’s hesi-
atically he said that he had

indignant that

049. to him. I am-

ul F w gn & the brothers-in-law
ﬁ &o &23 ‘and enquire about the
| g R& 8.& there was
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HZATION

time to read it and pass oy it while T
Fortunately, I had another COPY With me, |
€, buy

as a number of pages ne ‘eded re-typing [ the ref
asked Abdul Baha if after 1 pag finisheq ;:”_f.

..... d permit me to send it to ki
m before T Jefy
Hmo_% Land. To this he graciously assented

he gave me directions just how to send it
ﬁp-n that after our visit to Jerusalem, &a.
gpon our arrival at Port Said [ must give the
ganuscript to Mirza Yazdi, his trusted son

Q&b was a merchant there,
..., n we arrived at Port Said, eleven days
', we .BB.&ES_% met two pilgrims who
,c.wenw to Haifa the next day. It oceurred
rme at once that if I sent my Epnﬁn:va back
W E.ﬁagm it would arrive several days,
d perhaps a week sooner, than if I gave it to
| .Mn i. Without remembering that there
n

Was ::.T.. >

lwpb

re t wisdom in everything that Abdul
. I therefore gave it to them, with
. ctions to see that it was delivered
hands of Abdul Baha. Little did 1

gga»rnosaao—gw_wmﬁ
louseh were on E—oofoa» or
....w 8B§8§g§~ﬂw
Abdul Baha to have. A
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pani, as I had given the son-in.lqy the who
ation, the date of sending, the amount ,M_;

[ sender, ete. All of which shows :,_,.ﬂ
....”,.nw_._m_mmmon between the son-inaw p,:w.._
stz .ﬁm._ evidence also points to the
h Effendi used the money 1o go
University. For immediately after
check he departed for Oxford, this
jespite the fact that Abdul Baha did not wish
0 go. I also wrote to Abdul Baha from
rica that I had traced the check and found
Shoghi Rabbani had cashed it, and T sent
 letter through the office of Mr. Roy C.
e entrusted to some pilgrims who
ing the next day. This letter was

v from Abdul Baha to do so. This
e had, Yet the fact remains that
S 3
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»rewe?z.. drayw

.”3 made these facts know n
ga& merely o Persong|
wﬂo m—-owr- Mﬂmne has sinee
- Successor of Abdyl Bahg
_.-Br in the chain mrcs‘:_r.
ors acted before the death
H.Ew it should be made public
a»»zogu Religion.

0& Abdul Baha I knew that,
Dﬂﬁ his abettors had ap-
ssed my EBES:E be-
ie:E see to it that the
sed S case I presented it
1blis 85:::8. as all
r ip. There-
| ﬁ shed it 5«.8:. in Novem-
&wg of “Abdul Baha and

ENEMY THE BAKHA] ORGANYZ \TION

pe was written by Mirz, Abhmad Sohpyd
b.z:— Baha's secretary from 1911 .:.“.__.._ _s v..:
d recounts some of the maost ::::2.:__ _._;: .
' Abdul Baha's life. The other diarv 94
lr ary was
¢V. ._.(M—-.Nu. ?mbm.::xx._. who was also Abdul
"ggﬂv for many years. Before J.__c.;:
E the power, ::::m: the alleged will,
to books, he intercepted and kept them.
he gwu. as well as my hook, deal with the
aspect of the Bahai Religion, These
ries were chosen and trusted by Abduyl
id accompanied him on his sojourn
.cn Europe and America in preference
i Effendi and other members of Abduyl
g«. “If Abdul Baha were training
gg&ﬁo be his successor then he certain-
show this in deeds nor in words. For
lendi was not with Abdul Baha during
ity, except for a few months occasion-
~after Abdul Baha returned to the
g his two year trip, Mirza Sohrab
- Mahmood continued to be the secre-
.o dul Baha. And now the records of
iries whom Abdul Baha trusted, are
m.ronr. Effendi, the very man
_g showed not only by infer-
by deeds that he did not trust.
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enemy, Umg:mc
v ...gn the enemy,

g the leaders of

n.cﬂuﬁo:u enemies
Lin a few instances,

..“ iity. For _—rn

ime ‘modern-day bigots

D&G the only true
on which they, in
Gm. It was the
.ﬁg En were
..ﬁw y as the poli-

the Bahai Religion today,

m much further than the

THE BAHA] ORGANy AT
“A110N

In bot

"y . i —— lo
‘underlying idea of t}ei, respect -

Ive
W ..n_un same—that the indjy vw.:?_a:.
mus be m:.co:_SmﬁZ to the |s p.w 257
ganization, and in hoth cases :_%.7 .
g—.—& the inverted idea of 4

the religi,
_.:._ ed to represent.  Ouly the F_ru,:,

ied the inversions of {he Bahai Re.
—:N:~: of the d;

.:lv

ied their inversions,
OW an instance of this Uneonscioys
“to the policies of Mohammed Al |

e Lo vn%egnm_ Mrs. May Maxwell,
g a Bahai for over QE.? years, suid

s

,.Uﬂ—_b” “Why is it that when I first
the Bahai Cause, I was so radiantly
| now 1 am neither happy nor well?”
bdul Baha replied: “Because the

. Pldo entered your life.” This aston-
very much, because she had

| act with what she considered the

reen: m,o. (the followers of Mohammed Ali).

g - to look o%rua for
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policies of Mohammed
s which had come into her life.
838&&38.5@83_&5 true of all the
_ 1—8 vna.n been active workers f,
In other words, the;,
Erg has been the vulnerable spot
1 which Mohammed Ali’s scheme to cop.
trol n——ﬂ Bahai organization could function.
During Abdul Baha’s lifetime Mohammed Alj
ﬂouron sect and laid the foundation for
| propaganda for a Bahai
Eg Today these same policies have
come Bwo the open, under the administration
of . back of whom is Mohammed
; still g& ﬂanwgw This is the only real
nemy the Bahai has ever had.
H&ﬁﬁmﬂmgsg;ﬁw personal, for Mrs.
g given her time and money for the
at a» nva Bahai organization, which
sincere , is the Bahai Religion.
Egsgu?ﬂg—u@a%r? But
: issues are at stake as

other
r the
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one. For the Bahs
% 7%%&: ..: “nent R0 has o
ping but Nakazeen .S:l,, "%

l !
Nakazeen I do not mehn in the

it the word is used by the Bahaic 1 1.
fol .io—. of /mcrm:::?_ All, 1 mean 3 :.,
lers of the Bahai organization he i

swers of the policies of .ﬁc,z.wE.F,,u Ali, and
efore whether they

reject the personali

i Effendi as they have that of Mohar

O

4| A28t

. t L-
: .Env will not in the least matter, as thes

 always followed the policies of Mohamn red
g& are still QOSN ::.::_.r the pe ?_H::

ot .N?.— Effendi. Now, as these policies are

43 thing that attracted them first to
t they interpret as the Bahai Religion, and
they have no capacity for any other concep-

Gu the Bahai Religion except as a parrow
ectariar o_.mg_umcon. they will continue to
unction in this same way until the public
comes sufficiently informed of what the Bahai
. ation really represents, and in time ;_
% om sheer inanition. This is what »Z_»_-
2t when he. said that in the next Q.”_ m
‘ L ie:& be no EE.«. /»ra_n%ﬂ freed

a ...m :v».
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Heal ambitions are ), B refore

wil give a summary of the
| Religion part of whic

SAbdul Baha and T}

h is from my first

. e Promised Age."
rld is a university for the training of

ucators in this university must have

er above human power.
S

ge educators are the Manifestations of

£ er, Moses, Christ, Mohammed.
edge is innate, not acquired.

» founders of religion taught the

rut e oneness of God—the
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986* .a_” but one God, and
X . bounties rained impartially ._cfwm_ g

verent races, each of which was iy differen
g M Msa_%-ﬁsg». the same ?.:_Ezczrw._
truths. 1ths. Bu as the 431.& was not united mater.

, .Sﬁmrﬂoﬂﬂﬁzammoﬂ bad not yet been
‘established, erents of ecach of these re.
ra—amwu Woﬁ»ﬂ to fall mbg the same error 2:”:.._..“_-
| M“W ES_ME ggo:. that the primitive races
fad fallen into concerning their gods.

nr».d 1s as much antagonism hetween the Par-
uoau. n—u.w Jews, the Christians, and the Moslems
88 g.ﬂbﬂ T.Qnﬂ.@g primitive races when each
#mro i—odom it had a special God who favored
g nbc#n all others. In primitive times it was
8 g God who favored each tribe. Today
it is a special Manifestation of God who favors
ggﬂ u.a&u.aow. that is the only difference.

Each ing Manifestation abrogates some
adds new laws to the root of the

214
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= ,...”.._.“_...,_., 1. For instance, in early days, God v
Eealed, through Moses, laws which luter ot
seated by Christ, such as polygamy, slaver
.H..V %ﬂvﬂ for one redson, also the _.:::‘._.
»—wﬁ hand of a man for stealing. “.:H....

.faaﬂagﬁﬂmzm into effect r.;:.«. we would

NSES by God and was right for that period.
.. became wrong when the race attained to
a g ..”_...,........ -spiritual capacity. Therefore, Christ
k. lituted the law of non-resistance for that of
aliation. But as people do not practice if,
The essentials of Mohammed's teachings like-
se are identical with Christ’s teachings, and the
eachings of Moses. But here again as the local
are different, the Christians are biased
ainst the Moslems. For instance, Bahais have
been asked: “How can Mohammed's
achings be reconciled with Christ's teachings,
ohammed sanctioned four wives and Christ
| .”  We have the answer to this in
own reply to the Jews when they .a,.,_a
owing question involving & St o

J
e

t lawfu | for & man to put away his wife?

] x,.,__ 215



Airist meant by this that the Manifestations

| 1855 What giy

~ ENEMY THy

_w *_,,.u...;. the mz..::_.r.:c.
g 3& of u.:p:. and thege Were
Mu.&._: st said comprised ),
~ they are the fundamne),
i h —OOD_ laws were nmc..: in necorday .
| lopment of each roce, r..::... ”_4. ~s.:r the
do.\t ! .. mﬁa NO-:- $.m<.ww. If ./—C_:::::.._.. _:M.._;/_w_._:.._."
‘. _u.___.....aoz —Pim ::z. were Loo severe, or r ._.“;.
‘.\ﬁ,aéaa of the development of m_:. xv.__ ._;.q
they would never have heeq EQEQ_* .._m_...
2 would have remained E:_.s.e?r:x,r EM
they would have missed the essentials of :.._mxm:?
phammed raised the Arabs to such 4 high are
”mﬂodﬁovn.n:». that while the Christians, dur-
‘the dark ages, were burning and torturing
‘men of science, the Moslems were fostering
arts and sciences.

.: NI &-w ﬁ@grmn—uw Can no more ~x.. .m:&mam
slam stands today than Christ’s teachings can
udged by the Christians of the dark ages, or

ose of today who have just waged the great-

var in history among themselves. .~.2. all
18 are now in the winter of their dispensa-
n. If Mohammed had appeared befor
3 v % ‘ oi&w& him the
Christ, Christ would have ackn of
Saine 25 he did Moses. So ve s thal o0 U

e local laws that are right in 07
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g

en, by differen; teache
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e —thyy i
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e exactly (he

ﬁ?mv _’fd::«l

Pment of the
—.:-7 15 :-a g

ﬂﬂv to educate the child,
& n& 7”4&1 Qq AL .A” =_-
allle Tt
or exten fed,

development of the

. Zpﬁmrw But the :_._..; of all
? was the same—it, educate mankind

eIr savior Zorous-

tlte Moslems call him Mohammed.
» i the same Light that has illumined the
na different periods in these different
s or Personalities. But the Light is always
gm That is why Christ said: “Verily,
&&96 Abraham was I am)’ -
25 chief reason for the lack of religious
in the world today is because the adherents
h of the world %cElNcnﬁﬁagz.B.?
, Christianity, and EE.%T?MSF
& lisms in their Sacred
ted the symbo Aod becume o this the
N o he caly Savir
‘. f ,..“gﬂ Onﬁ&-m»
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j iysical sense. He was referring
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rth. It is true thy, .

& One of the chief aims ¢

S | \ P~ f the
u“—“ ﬁ”ﬁ»%m Was ,., um&b people to ?,.”:.. e
_ e did not X A:.:.._ uv:-.mnw. of mmn_. rel
_“.“.mﬁ one great religiop.

gion would no doyly
ded their religion e the on
Eeveryone naturally thinke his religion the
..ga one, mubo—_ could give n ...H..J. 2 :M
reasor ﬁ.—&. Em.mrc:_._ be the :‘sm. to be ,&:_Hr“.*
Zoroustrians might put forth the argument that
a8 their religion taught the onenese of God, and
immortality of the soul, long before others

pe into existence, therefore the religion of the

ZATION

Bahy; Re
r _:_._‘,..,,Si_:
Igion

5Ce 1o this, I
€ to he

w? be
adopted.

fld should be Zoroastrianism. The Jews would
goubtless say that as they are God's chosen
people, and that they were teaching the oneness
of God when most of the world were idol-worship-

1
4

nd polytheistics, therefore, Judaism m__oc_m_
prevail. The Buddhists might claim that their
bstinence from meat eating should make their
religion the most eligible. The Christians Qa___.w
't claim that as they not only teach &
oneness of God and brotherhood of man '
N i ‘ g . _o -n‘% mm %@E.g
reaches a higher state of 7" .M.Ma__._
y oth er country, therefore nwacw.nmr_s that
. 21
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U4 .ﬂm. It would, therefore, be g5 impassible
eradicate, or absorb, the existing religions, .E.
Wgﬁ_n— be to eradicate the Jetters cw. the al.
abet. The Bahai Religion is the unifying

f: ctor which shows people how to combine them
d spell unity, understanding, love, and brother-

» among all the religions, races, and nations,
> there is now misunderstanding, quarreling,
. Instead of the one-sided train-
it the converts to each of the other
s receive, o Bahai is taught :_.. m%aa_”.m_
satness and beauty of all religons, &
ed to read, with unbiwed mind: B
ous works of all the Manifestations a&&
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Jamp, as the Jews thought. If we g worshi
> . <ip-
ang the Light, and not the Lamp, then we shl
not make the same kind of 4 mistake that the
Jews made when they confused the personality
of Jesus with the Spirit. The personalities of the
Baviors differ, but the Light is One.
ohan ..a said:
were sent to talk to the people secording

re of their minds.

......... g e ° t Qm gs;.g » gnh
jess, and & Tising =§ﬁ-&&lf
.<.~ J.._.. -bﬁé h‘? gm mg E
oss, | arise from age 10 8¢



THE BAHAI RELIGION AND ITS
b G

b L o Religion is the spiritual law of
. .H_mn ba One of wn“”cmmanm is to educate mg,,.

Vo v é. "/ —Hu tribal or clan consciousness into
Ege i 1 iousness. Just as the prim.
= ”Egjﬁzgsa out of different tri},
itive races were edu

al
G A 80 too does the Bahai
{Bagey of developin. sate mankind out of a stage.

tribal, yet is even more

e of the world. The
3 \ A lhons, wall their
ies, and make as many

Dy

d as those which ob-

...‘,
{

. rana of God's creatign. Likew;

ite srnu the

ENEMY THE Bpyy, ORGAN

to serve God, sory. Witk 4
% . s B’ ng.
.”M in the Self of God, When the aeria)
his airship skyward, litt]

v " ey
e by little the (nhyrn,
ity of the world of mattey Are log

his astonished vision he seps Wides

pread

of the Path of Reality

has attuined |
‘of Divine Love, he w

ill not Jook up

: 2

ATy e, iy
0¥ wud

v Ay

the w

beloes
Moty

Pon the uglinee and
misery of mankind; he will not of,

he will not sec any rucial ynd pat
|

e7ve uay difference,.

lcw_.n &mmgﬁl. hut
he will look upon bumanity with

‘a seer and a prophet. Let us n= strive
ﬁs this highest pinnacle of ideal aod

the gorified Vising of

that we may
spiritual fife




Abdul Baha,
alleged will appointing

—/_:/

& e _ ' \t
_CesROr  announced 4 s Wiln - ufe
copies distributed. 10 iDtery | oy
- ) e : | —— . \
gsaid he appointed po LT _ » Baby'y.
cessor, 11 Epistl, ..__ 199 ¢, 1,
Comments on 126 ... . W
Covenant, 8 v Baha'o'llal
wo:—. 35.& n‘.n.ﬂw.f. n._.wn.ﬂ; 3 | 'Cies 9 ¢ .... :
Cycles, 7 Clergy 19 14" 1
Religious offices and suc. Differene, o
cessors, 10, 11 14 vy o e
n~ﬂ—-ﬂww. 12 Palace of Peg :
# Preed e, 10
Organization, 12, 13, 18. 20 FECdom of conscience s <

Pharisees, 23

Unity, 25, 48, 44

What is a true Bahai, 25 28
Bolshevism, 28

Hnooﬂms of Conscience, 32,
Assemblies, 42, 48, 44, 45
Resurrection of Christ, 44
House om n.?a%.s. 51, 52
mronE endi, 93
Council of Trent, 09
Prophecy, 108, 109
Adam, 218

. __ Universal Love, 229

cycles of, 8

Arabian Youth, one of the names

the Bab, 108

~—::Iﬁ .a Junt ™ o2
- ity 54 1
Endowments 12] ﬁ.::. -
- 2, 182, 1
opiritual ¢ Apacity, ¢
=m_=m,:u.w-_,::, W7
Bolsheviam, what Abdsl Baha
says of 28
Bolshevists, methods of explain.
MM by Ashmend-Hartlott, 89,

Browne, Prof. E. G., quoted, 1,
33, 35, 38, 39, 109, 12)

Buddhists, 221

By-luws of the Habai crgani
sation, 87, 88, 58, 80, 6l

Cause and Effect, law of, 75, 7
Christ's resurreetion, meaning of,



Interpolation of Mohawm

made public, 193 *d Ail
Islamism, 219 ¥
Kheiralla Ibraham, Lirte
Buhai organization, wo s
Blomfield, says there
gmgri_—o. no -c=§-o .“

ol Cause in London, v,
100

o whe-i-Ak the complet
| .a,-t._-t. of w...-..ue._r..n.._ﬁ
i Lenine, 45,

, herty, two kinds of, 40, 47

anization of ——Drf- rend.
Ore inted by Abdyl Baha ﬂ__”_.
Inner versus outer, 19
Garble tenchings, ¢)
Formed by enemiey of Abdy)
Baha, 35, 30, 207, 208
Membership dwindled 1, less
than kalf, 0o 4
Suppressed three

.rxé:.a:.,..
ny

Photographs of alleged will

:‘
Abdul  Baha  secured in
London, 97
Plan of Cnﬁﬁ_ Action of Bahais,
#1, 8¢
Political dictators versys so.

ligious dictators, 48, 41
Prophecy of Abdul Baha ol

filled through the disloyalty
of his followers, 108, 0o

Queen Victoria, letter from
Baha'o'llah to, 38, 39

Relativity, spiritunl luw of, 218
Shoghi Effendi, the sue-
28...8.38. =
c teachings of Baha's
SNA 58
e % e ~e

_Z_vm./.

/.-.,L....- 3]
Svend :
YW
Jw .;_v:: ul 5 .»a-:v
- 1

3
ﬂr:__..—.z:_ Mis

Ol
' Qs ) “'lirna " "e
erml cona Wildirgy 12

"

Unity, e T S —
Kroug Unity, o .
—_B—'.-:f_.. o -.!: W Lty “4h
thy ekl Witany of

.ans:_:_::__ “

Vail, Me Albert, 83

Wilkelam, Me Roy C.. s
Will, alle of Abdul Baka
complrte test publiehed foe
firmt timn, 105 1o 103
Fuesbmile reproduction of 1h
Persian-Arablo st ol
_s.g—ﬂsf -
W Rev. 1L G
ig Unity Conferences, a2
indirect !éqsu Wl e
Bahsi organizatinn, T



By the Same Author......

B ABDUL BAHA
o i : . AND

" THE PROMISED AGE

PRICE $2.00



