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PRAYER

HE IS GOD, EXALTED IS HE, THE LORD OF MIGHT AND
GRANDEUR!

God, my God! I yield Thee thanks at all times and render Thee praise under all
conditions.

In prosperity, all praise is Thine, O Lord of the Worlds, and in its absence, all
gratitude is Thine, O Desire of them that have recognized Thee!

In adversity, all honour 1s Thine, O Adored One of all who are in heaven and on
earth, and in affliction, all glory is Thine, O Enchanter of the hearts of those who
yearn after Thee!

In hardship, all praise is Thine, O Thou the Goal of them that seek after Thee,
and in comfort, all thanksgiving is Thine, O Thou whose remembrance is
treasured in the hearts of those who are nigh unto Theel!

In wealth, all splendour is Thine, O Lord of them that are devoted to Thee, and
in poverty, all command is Thine, O Thou the Hope of them that acknowledge
Thy unity!

In joy, all glory is Thine, O Thou besides Whom there is none other God, and in
sorrow, all beauty is Thine, O Thou besides Whom there is none other God!




In hunger, all justice is Thine, O Thou besides Whom there is none other God,
and in satiety, all grace is Thine, O Thou besides Whom there is none other God!

In my homeland, all bounty is Thine, O Thou besides Whom there is none other
God, and in exile, all decree is Thine, O Thou besides Whom there is none other
God!

Under the sword, all munificence is Thine, O Thou besides Whom there is none
other God, and in the safety of home, all perfection is Thine, O Thou besides
Whom there is none other God!

In the lofty mansion, all generosity is Thine, O Thou besides Whom there is none
other God, and upon the lowly dust, all favour is Thine, O Thou besides Whom
there is none other God!

In prison, all fidelity is Thine, O Thou the Bestower of gifts, and in confinement,
all eternity is Thine, O Thou Who art the ever-abiding King!

All bounty is Thine, O Thou Who art the Lord of bounty, and the Sovereign of
bounty, and the King of bounty! I bear witness that Thou art to be praised in Thy
doings, O Thou Source of bounty, and to be obeyed in Thy behests, O Thou
Ocean of bounty, He from Whom all bounty doth proceed, He to Whom all
bounty doth return!

-Prayer of Baha'u'llah



This is
my Vvictory song

God's love sets me free.
This is my victory song.
His grace is sufficient for me.
It is what keeps me strong.

For I'm no perfect man,
And on my own cannot prevail.
Sometimes doing the best I can,

Even will seem to no avail.

Had my share of heartaches,
Sometimes wondering to what end.
Made my share of mistakes.
Over this, I can't pretend.

The struggles may increase,
But it's no cause for alarm.
God's thoughts to me are of peace,
To nurture and not to harm.

I forge on quite resolved.
God's at work in me for the best.
I am flawed but fiercely loved,
And He is not finished yet.

God's perfect plan for me,
I may not fully understand.
But trusting, obeying, I'm grateful to be,
Handled in His loving hand.

— Abimbola T. Alabi




FOREWORD

“It is certain and indisputable that the creator of
man is not like man because a powerless creature
cannot create another being. The maker, the
creator, has to possess all perfections in order that
he may create...The contingent world is the source
of imperfections: God is the origin of perfections.
The imperfections of the contingent world are in
themselves a proof of the perfections of God.” -
Abdu'l Baha

The holiday season was desperately required
for everyone with even a passing interest in
Baha'u'llah's teachings and working for the
betterment of humanity —it was an
opportunity for each of us to take stock,
reflect, and perhaps sink a stiff drink after a
stormy year. Both 2020 and 21 were years of
uncertainty, and we've all gone from the
realm of the inconceivable to the region of
near reality. I feel that no one was unaffected
by the loss of aloved one, whether it was one's
own parents, siblings, or life partner; we lost
someone who was close to our hearts but is

now a part of the eternal world. I'd want to
express my heartfelt sympathies to you. May
Baha'u'llah provide us all the patience we
need to get through this tough time. With that,

I wish all of our readers a prosperous 2022,
and may Baha'u'llah's blessings and pleasure
be upon you this year and in the years ahead.

Last year there was another great event
commemorated by millions of Baha'is in
communities all around the world, the
hundredth anniversary of Abdu'l Baha's
death. Abdu'l Baha died in the Holy Land on
November 28, 1921. During this centennial
year, his life and legacy are being celebrated
all around the world. Abdu'l Baha died in
Haifa at around 1:00 am. A Holy Day is
observed on the anniversary of His death
amongst the Baha'is. The significance of His
death wasreported in news outlets all over the
world. Approximately ten thousand people
attended his burial in Haifa, including Jews,
Christians, Muslims, and a host of His
American, European, and other friends. His
coffin was taken to the mosque in Haifa, Israel
where he used to frequent for prayers. He
believed in unity with different sects and
never discriminated between Muslims, Jews
or Christians.

“The divine religions were founded for the




purpose of unifying humanity and
establishing universal peace. Any movement
which brings about peace and agreement in
human society is truly a divine movement;
any reform which causes people to come
together under the shelter of the same
tabernacle is surely animated by heavenly
motives.” - Abdu'l Baha

Free Baha'is today, following his legacy is
continuously working for the sake of
humanity and for the welfare of the society as
a whole. Since His death, Abdu'l Baha's works
have continued to be a source of instruction
for the Baha'i community. He addressed
reams of writing to Baha'is all over the globe,
explaining parts of the Baha'i teachings,
supporting the spread of Baha'i principles,
and leading early educational, social, and
economic efforts.

I'd like to welcome you back to the next and
last edition of The Caravan magazine in this
series. First and foremost, thank you for your
enthusiasm and for writing such lovely
evaluations. We're delighted you're enjoying
the magazine and recognising the work that's
gone into it. I must add, it would not have
been possible without the cooperation and
support of all of our readers, since it is only
with your help that we can continue to take
tiny efforts toward spreading Baha'u'llah's
word. In this magazine, we shall continue
with our series of content like the laws from
Kitab-i-Aqdas, Blast from the Past, Did you
Know, Guest Articles, alongside other on-
going series that you all have shown lot of
interest in. In case our readers have any new
suggestions to make in terms of adding a new
content theme in the magazine, do share them
with us and we will definitely make it part of
the next magazine.

In case of any other suggestions, feedback or
questions, kindly feel free to write to us and
we will get in touch! Until then, keep healthy,

stay happy!
Stay blessed,

The Free Baha'i Team
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In the name of Him who is the Ruler (al-hakim) over what was and what will be.

O Pen of the Most High, say: O multitudes of creation (al-insha'), we have ordained
the Fast for you, certain limited days. After the completion of them we have made al-
Nayruz (Nawruz) a feast for you. [Note 3] Thus has the Sun of Explanation shone
from the horizon of the Book from before the presence of the Possessor of the

Place of Beginning and Return. And place prior to the month of fasting the
(intercalary) days which are in excess of the months. [Note 1] We have, indeed,
made them manifestations of al-ha' [Note 2] among the nights and days.
Therefore these five days are not included in the year and the months. It is
fitting, then, that in them the People of Baha' (Splendour) feed themselves and
their relatives, then the poor and poverty-stricken. They must exalt, magnity,
praise, and glorify their Lord with joy and gladness. And whenever the days
of giving [Note 3] are completed, before the refraining (from food) let
them enter upon the fast. So has the Master of Mankind (mawla al-
anam) commanded. This does not cause difficulty for the one who is
on a journey, for the ill, for the pregnant woman, or the one who is
nursing. God has exempted them as a Grace on His part. He is
the Mighty One, the Free Giver.

(Source: Al-Kitab Al-Aqdas by Baha'u'llah,
Translated from Arabic by Earl Elder &
William Miller)




AN ADDRESS

TO THE UHJ BY AN
HAIFAN EX-BAHAI
— GUEST ARTICLE

Many individuals abandon the Baha'i Faith
because they are unhappy with the Baha'i
administration, not because they are offended
by Baha'u'llah's teachings. Isn't it natural for
these individuals to reject "The
Administration" before abandoning the Baha'i
Faith as a whole? We can't believe no one
thinks that the current version of UHJ is
corrupt and anti-Baha'u'llah teachings, as a
Free Baha'i. You'd have to be a complete
moron not to realise how the UH]J is
undermining the Baha'i Faith, especially after
looking at their deeds and writings. Why
aren't more people outraging about this? I'm
starting to lose my sanity. I have the
impression that Free Baha'is and a small group
of other believers are the only normal
individuals amid a sea of lunatics. You got the
leadership you deserved since Baha'is are
complete total imbeciles.

As Baha'is, we are called to act and serve
mankind first and foremost, just as Jesus did
for Christians. Instead, the UHJ insults much
of mankind by calling Baha'is from other sect's
names that contradict what the faith teaches.
The UH]J and their adherents appear to have
no understanding of the Baha'i faith. The

Baha'i religion is about more than simply one
person's hopes and desires. The Baha'i
religion is not about going to worship services
once in a while and then forgetting about the
faith's principles and ethics, as well as its
rules, in one's daily life. The Baha'i Faith's
main mission is eventually the redemption of
society. While the UH]J is attempting to
persuade Baha'is to focus on growing their
numbers, this is primarily done on paper, and
the actual situation is much different from
what the UHJ communicates. Instead, Baha'is
should concentrate on developing the talents
of each and every Baha'i to strive for the
development of mankind, using the resources
provided by Baha'u'llah and Abdu'l Baha and
learning from their acts and experiences in
order to disseminate the faith's message.

In the past, mass conversion failed to
consolidate and activate new believers in
several regions of the world. However, the
UH] solely concentrates on enrolments, which
is problematic. You'll be asked to sign the
cards first, then embrace the teachings and the
faith's message. This causes many to abandon
their religion once they realise UH]'s harmful
intentions. You can see that the UH]J is




encouraging NSA and LSA to focus on local
and neighbourhood services such as
children's courses, junior youth classes,
devotionals, and study groups. All of these
classes, on the other hand, are solely focused
on Ruhi texts, and neither the teacher nor the
students are interested in learning. Instead, if
they had focused on teaching from
Baha'u'llah's original writings, the scenario
would have been very different. We've seen
incredible benefits in many places where this
is being done. I've seen multiple instances
where a single Baha'i family with children in
one neighbourhood can benefit dozens of
children, junior youth, youth and adults, and
even hundreds, or where a few Baha'is visiting
a neighbourhood or apartment complex can
have a positive impact on the lives of dozens of
families and create long-lasting bonds of
affection, better morals, greater self-
confidence, and educational improvements.
Look at how brilliantly the Free Baha'is are
propagating Baha'u'llah's teachings through
working for the good of mankind, and I feel
UH]J may learn something from them. After
converting or signing cards, they donot run. If
a Baha'i does not observe this and does not
engage in it, they will most likely be unaware

of its favourable benefits.

The UH]J only understands how to seek down
Baha'is and proclaim them covenant breaches
for actions that they believe are detrimental to
their own personal interests. Covenant
violators, on the other hand, aren't genuine.
It's merely a means to keep track of who's
following you and what you're saying. The
threat alone is enough to keep the "good"
Baha'is in line. Are you following the clever
strategy? They cleverly manage you, and you
are unaware of the violence perpetrated in the
name of faith. Who gave them the authority to
label a Baha'i as a covenant-breeder? Now,
don't show me Shoghi Effendi's acts and
teachings to prove yourself here, since we
only believe in Baha'u'llah's teachings because
it is the benchmark for us, the Free Baha'is.
Unlike UH]J, who follow Shoghi Effendi and
succeeding his path, continue to go in
contradiction of the teachings of Baha'u'llah.
Let me bring up an incident here for the
reference of my readers.

As narrated by Lady Ruth White in her book
'Abdu'l Baha's Questioned Will and
Testament' on page 29. In spite of failing in his
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college course at the age of twenty-four,
Shoghi Effendi wanted to go to the Oxford
University. And that too despite the objections
made by the Master. Let us have a look at the
narration below.

“I also wish to give a few highlights on Shoghi
Effendi, the grandson of Abdul Baha, who is
now his alleged successor. He had failed in his
college course at the age of twenty-four, and
he wished to go to Oxford University, in the
autumn of 1919. Despite the objections of
Abdu'l Baha he went. This act demonstrates
that Shoghi Effendi had little consideration for
the wishes of his grandfather, who was then
seventy-four years of age. It also shows that he
was lacking in the spiritual attributes which
would have enabled him to know that it was of
far more value to be with Abdul Baha, both
spiritually and mentally, during the last two
years of his life, than any amount of academic
training could possibly be. For these last two
years were filled with intense activities, and
spiritual confirmations, as it was just after the
first world war, and the war had made people
hungry for spiritual enlightenment. As a
result, there flocked to the home of Abdul
Baha a steady stream of pilgrims from all over
the earth - the poor, the wealthy, the
distinguished, and frightened refugees. They
came by camel, train, auto, boat, and on foot to
imbibe the spiritual wisdom of Abdul Baha,
and each day there dined at his table about
forty pilgrims. This personal contact which we
were privileged to have was of tremendous
importance, not only because of what he said,
but because of the emanation of his spirit,
which transported those who were receptive
into kingdoms of enlightenment and
happiness. Yet Shoghi Effendi chose to be
away during the last two years of Abdul
Baha's life, and did not return for a full month
after hehad passed from this world.

Another significant fact to which I wish to call
attention is this: If Abdul Baha had had any
secret intention of appointing Shoghi Effendi
as Guardian of the Bahai Cause, it does not
seem plausible that he would have excluded

him from the entourage that accompanied
him on his trip through Europe and America
during 1912. Shoghi Effendi at that time was
eighteen years of age and spoke and wrote
English, Persian and Arabic; yet he was not
included in this trip. Even after Abdul Baha
returned to Palestine, instead of choosing
Shoghi Effendi as his secretary, he chose
Ahmad Sohrab, who had accompanied him to
Europe and America, and who continued as
his secretary for five succeeding years.”

We might be hesitant to even name such a
person a Baha'i, let alone the "Guardian of the
Cause of God," after seeing what Shoghi did
with the Cause. We must keep in mind that
Abdu'l Baha has said, "If a person lives his life
stepping on the principles of the Baha'i
religion without publicly announcing himself
as Baha'i, he has in reality lived as Baha'i," We
realise how the current version of UH]J is notin
accord with Baha'i principles and teachings
when we read Baha'u'llah's and the Master's
teachings, and hence we donot believeinit.
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