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SOME QUESTIONS ANSWERED

Email 1:

What is your opinion towards Baha'is 

spending so much money on adorning their 

places of worship? The intention should have 

been to build a modest worship space and 

donate the vast majority of this money to 

charity. Don't assume that Baha'is are even 

considering this.

Answer:

Hi Rey,

Hope you're doing well.

Please do let us know if you're a Baha'i 

yourself.

To begin, we can see where you're coming 

from. The current situation involving the 

Holy Shrine of Abdu'l Baha has caused many 

Baha'is (and even non-Baha'is) to question 

whether spending such large sums of money 

on building or Houses of Worship (Mashariq 

al-Adhkar) is appropriate. Our response 

would be both yes and no! Let me explain with 

an extract from the Kitab-i-Aqdas.

“O multitude of Creation, furnish houses (of 

worship) in the most complete way possible in 

the name of the Possessor of Religions in the 

lands. Decorate them with what is fitting, not 

with pictures and statues. Then make mention 

in them of your Lord, the Merciful, with joy 

and sweetness (bi l-rawh wa l-rayhan). Is it not 

by ment ioning him that  breasts  are 

enlightened and eyes are consoled?”

Why is that? Because, as stated in the 

preceding excerpt, "furnish dwellings in the 

most comprehensive manner conceivable." 

Decorate them with appropriate items, not 

with photos and sculptures." As a result, your 

houses of worship should be complete in 
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every way. But when we say no, we do so for 

the same reason. There is no requirement to 

make the residences seem extravagant, costly, 

or appealing. It has been completed in the 

sense that spending time in these residences 

provides a sense of tranquilly. The dwellings 

in which Baha'u'llah or the Master resided, the 

clothes they wore, and the food they ate were 

all plain and unappealing. They never had a 

rich life, but their lives were complete in every 

way. They were so satisfied with what they 

had that they were always seen performing 

charity despite having less and smiling 

despite all the agony. Was this because they 

intended to live a low life, or was it to show 

their followers how to live life with the 

minimal necessities and instead focus on 

assisting the poor and needy? 

Hope that answers your question. Do write 

back in case of any further queries.

Thanks and regards,

Team Free Baha'is
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Email 2:

will undoubtedly help you gain enormous 

respect in the eyes of Baha'u'llah.

That should address your question. Please 

respond if you have any more questions.

Thanks and regards,

Team Free Baha'is

How do we use Kitab-i-Aqdas or other Holy 

Books to instruct our children? Especially 

when the terms used are complex and require 

clarification. When even I am unable to grasp 

the significance, how do we communicate it to 

our children? Please respond as soon as 

possible; it will be greatly appreciated.

Answer: 

Hi Sarah,

Allah'u'Abha! Hope you're doing well and 

staying safe.

Let us look at what Kitab-i-Aqdas says about 

teaching your children from the Holy 

Scriptures.

“Teach your offspring that which was sent 

down from the heaven of greatness and power 

so that they read the Tablets of the Merciful 

with the beat tones in the rooms constructed 

(for that purpose) in the Mashariq (plu.) al-

Adhkar. Indeed, the one on whom the 

attraction of the love of My Name, the 

Merciful, takes hold reads the verses of God in 

such a way that the hearts of those who sleep 

are attracted. Good health to him who drinks 

the strong Wine of Life (rahiq alhayawan) 

from the Explanation (Bayan) of his Lord, the 

Merciful, in this Name by which every lofty 

elevated mountain is pulled down!”

It is thus preferable to educate children the 

words of the Holy Books before they become 

drawn to less essential teachings and depart 

from the fundamental teachings of Baha'u'llah 

and the Master. If the difficulty is that you are 

unable to absorb those lessons, what better 

way to begin than to get profound knowledge 

yourself and then endeavour to make it easier 

for your kids and other Baha'is children? This 
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Email 3:

held accountable in front of Baha'u'llah for the 

Administration's ineptitude. 

According to Baha'i teachings, the cause for 

tyranny and injustice flourishing is, and we 

cite Abdu'l Baha, – “…where no fear of 

spiritual retribution exists, the execution of 

the laws is tyrannical and unjust. There is no 

greater prevention of oppression than these 

two sentiments, hope and fear. They have 

both political and spiritual consequences. …” 

(Abdu'l-Baha, Paris Talks, p. 157)

Please let us know if you have any more 

questions, criticism, or recommendations. We 

will gladly assist you!

Regards, 

Team Free Baha'is

Our local LSA and NSA are continually 

pressing us to donate to the Abdu'l Baha 

Shrine. What should our stance be in this 

situation? People are still giving, but I feel this 

is a waste of our hard-earned money, and it is 

all due to the UHJ's indifference to our cause.

Answer:

Hi Ruby,

Allah'u'Abha!

Your worry is very genuine, and we 

appreciate the fact that individuals are 

thinking in the correct way. It is incredibly 

difficult for us as Free Baha'is to do anything 

while seeing injustice at the hands of the 

Administration. We were never of the view 

that the hard-earned money of our Baha'i 

friends should ever be utilised by the UHJ, as 

they had no right to collect it, let alone spend it 

on anything. Every individual should have 

the right to take a position and fight against 

the UHJ's disregard towards the Master's 

Shrine. Their ignorance has been catastrophic 

for other Baha'is, and if all Baha'is do not band 

together now, I don't know what will.

An urgent step that all Baha'is may take is to 

request that the Administration give a report 

on their collection, expenditures for the 

construction of the Shrine, and losses incurred 

as a result of the incident. This will not only 

put them in the spotlight, but will also hold 

them accountable for any accidents or errors, 

lowering the likelihood of blunders. Each 

Baha'i has the ability to request a report 

because this Shrine is not someone's personal 

property and is being created with donations 

from Baha'is all over the world. If we don't 

take a position now, I'm confident we'll be 
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KNOW YOUR HERITAGE

Cut-reed pen and ink spoon used by Baha'u'llah

Although Baha'u'llah often recited His letters to an amanuensis, He also wrote 
many of them in His own hand. For the rst time in religious history the original 

writings of a Messenger of God have been preserved.
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INVESTIGATION OF REALITY

“God has given man the eye of investigation by which he may see and 

recognize truth. He has endowed man with ears that he may hear the message 

of reality and conferred upon him the gift of reason by which he may discover 

things for himself. This is his endowment and equipment for the investigation 

of reality. Man is not intended to see through the eyes of another, hear 

through another's ears nor comprehend with another's brain… Therefore, 

depend upon your own reason and judgment and adhere to the outcome of 

your own investigation; otherwise, you will be utterly submerged in the sea of 

ignorance and deprived of all the bounties of God.”

– Abdu'l-Baha, The Promulgation of Universal Peace, Volume 2, p. 287
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DID 

YOU 

KNOW

? 

Before departing for the Holy Land from Persia, Munirih 

Khanum encountered Khadijih-Bagum, who would eventually marry 

Abdu'l Baha. She was called to Akka by Baha'u'llah while she was residing in 

Isfahan, a town roughly 200 miles north of Shiraz. She requested that the Bab's wife 

share with me some memories of her interactions with the Bab, of entering His presence, 

and of her marriage to Him. I don't remember every detail, but I'll tell you what I can, the 

woman added.

There were three of us. One of the three sisters, who married Haji Mirza Siyyid Ali, the Bab's uncle 

who perished at Tihran, was a half-sister. One night I had a dream that Fatimih, the most revered 

woman in Islam and the daughter of the Prophet Muhammad, had come to our home as a suitor to 

make a marriage proposal. [Back then, it was customary for mothers, sisters, or other close female 

relatives of a guy who wanted to get married to make the marriage proposal to the girl's parents. The 

girl would be told once a decision had been made, and they would then get married.] My sisters and I 

went to her in a state of utter excitement and happiness. She approached me and kissed my forehead 

after that. In the dream, I realised she had picked me. I felt incredibly joyful and joyous when I woke 

up in the morning, but I was too embarrassed to tell anyone about my dream. The mother of the Bab 
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visited our home that day in the afternoon. I went to her with my sister. She approached, kissed my 

forehead, and hugged me just as I had imagined. Then she went. The mother of the Bab came to beg 

for your hand in marriage [with her son], my elder sister informed me. This is a wonderful felicity 

for me, I said. I described my dream and shared how happy I felt as a result of its meaning.

After a few days, they sent gifts as a sign of their engagement, and the Bab travelled to Bushihr with 

His uncle on business. It was a family affair to get engaged. It was unseemly for a man who was 

dating a lady to hang out with her before being hitched. In any case, until after marriage, he was not 

even allowed to view his fiancée's face. Of course a pair of close relatives would have previously 

crossed paths.] Despite the fact that I was the cousin of the Bab's mother, I always treated her with 

the utmost respect and courtesy because of my dream.

I don't remember how far the Bab travelled. One night I had a dream that I was sitting in the Bab's 

presence when He was at Bushihr. It seemed to be the night before our wedding. The Qur'anic 

phrases were embroidered along the edges of the green cloak that the Bab was wearing, and light 

was emanating from Him. I was so happy and gladdened to see Him in this way that I actually woke 

up. After having this dream, I had no doubts in my heart that the Bab was a notable figure. I had a 

deep-seated love for Him, but I kept it a secret from others. He eventually made it back from 

Bushihr, and His uncle set up the nuptials.

He would ask for His business documents and account books in the evenings, as was typical among 

businessmen. But I observed these weren't business documents. I used to question Him about the 

documents every now and then. 'It is the Book of the Accounts of All the Peoples of the World,' he 

once stated. If a guest came unexpectedly, he would spread a handkerchief over the papers. His 

close relatives, such as His uncles and aunts, were well aware of His eminent personality. They 

worshipped and respected Him until the terrible night of the 5th of Jamadi'ul-Avval 1260 A.H. (22 

May 1844) came. It was on this night that Jinab-i-Babu'l-Babu, Mulla Husayn-i-Bushru'I [the first 

believer of the Babi Dispensation] gained the Bab's presence and recognised the reality of His 

Cause. That was a very wonderful evening. The Bab hinted that we were expecting a special guest. 

He looked like he was on fire and ecstatic. I was excited to hear His good words, but He told me to go 

to bed. Despite the fact that I had been awake the entire night, I remained in bed because I did not 

want to defy Him. I could hear His voice until the next morning when He spoke with Jinab-i- Babu'l- 

Bab. He was quoting God's scriptures and providing evidence. Later, I saw that every day, a 

different visitor would arrive, and the Bab would engage in identical conversations.

If I try to convey the hardships and persecutions of those days, I won't be able to talk about them, 

and you won't be able to listen to them...

One night around midnight, I awoke to find that the... Chief Constable Abdu'l Hamid had entered 

the home from the top with his men and taken the Bab with him without explanation. I never 

returned to His presence.

(Adapted from 'The Revelation of Baha'u'llah, by Adib Taherzadeh, vol. 2)
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With this, I pray to God to help us follow in the footsteps of  the 
Master and take care of  the poor and the needy, always. More power 

to you!

Want to be a contributor for The Caravan?

Interested in contributing to the Caravan Magazine by writing a 
guest article? Kindly send us your article at 

'thecaravan@freebahais.org' and if  we find your article unique, 
knowledgeable and interesting enough for our readers, we will surely 
publish it in our upcoming issue. If  you have any other queries, you 

can write to us at  'info@freebahais.org' 

Thank you!

“Where there is love, nothing is too much trouble and there is 
always time.” – Abdu'l Baha
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We the Free Baha'is do not believe in 

declarations. We believe in spreading the true 

teachings of Baha'u'llah and don't work for 

numbers. A Free Baha'i should purify himself 

from greed of attaining positions, and start 

working out of love for humanity and world 

peace.

Our Master has clearly stated, 

"There are no officers in this Cause. I do not 

and have not appointed any one to perform 

any special services, but I encourage everyone 

to engage in the service of the Kingdom. The 

foundation of this Cause is purely a 

democracy, and not a theocracy." 

(Reference: Star of the West, Vol. 8, pg. 116)

T h e s e  m a n - m a d e  a s s e m b l i e s  a n d 

authoritative positions have pushed the 

Baha'is to work out of greed of acquiring 

positions which lead to fake reports and false 

statistics. But, if a person frees himself from 

administration, he will fulfil his duties 

towards Baha'u'llah and not for NSA or UHJ. 

Thus, he will be rewarded by Baha'u'llah for 

his efforts. For this reason, Free Baha'is do not 

believe in Officers or Office Bearers and one 

must be the Guardian of his own faith and 

action.

So, anyone who would wish to work for the 

faith should follow the teachings of 

Baha'u'llah and Abdu'l Baha, serve the faith 

and promote world peace and harmony.

Why do you think the Baha'i Faith got split 

into various groups after the passing away of 

the Master? Don't you think the rule of the so-

called guardian Shoghi Effendi and his 

Administration has played a very crucial role 

in the division and disunity of the Baha'is?

DECLARATIONS
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THROWBACK

Abdu'l Baha (centre), surrounded by Indian and local Baha'is on the steps of 
his home in Bahji, near Haifa, Israel
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All content in this Magazine is for information purposes only. "Free Baha'i 
Faith" assumes no liability or responsibility for any inaccurate, delayed or 
incomplete information, nor for any actions taken in reliance thereon. The 

information contained about each individual, event or organization has been 
provided by such individual, event organizers or organization without 

verification by us.

The opinion expressed in each article is the opinion of its author and does not 
necessarily reflect the opinion of "Free Baha'is". Therefore, "Free Baha'i Faith" 

carries no responsibility for the opinion expressed thereon.

All trademarks, product names, and company names or logos cited herein are 
the property of their respective owners and do not infringe any patent, 

trademark, copyright, license or any other proprietary right of any third party. 

We do not represent Haifa / Wilmette based mainstream Baha'i religion / 
organization in any way.

DISCLAIMER
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