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hence reject any type of organized clergy,
whether LSA, NSA, or UHJ. The Baha'i
religion has been sinking under their clerical
ship because their concentration is not on
teaching and spreading the teachings of
Baha'u'llah. They are, in fact, busily spying on
individuals. Meetings are convened in the
guise of religion to consider
excommunication and the revocation of
voting privileges. We received other
testimonies from suffering devout Baha'is, but
owing to strong language and personal
assaults on people, we were unable to include
them in the Caravan.

Some friends have expressed worry that their
anti-administration essays are not being
published in the Magazine. We are delighted
that you all share our passion for the real word
of Baha'u'llah and Abdu'l Baha. However, we
are currently attempting to avoid using harsh
language in our magazine and would also
welcome stories that are backed up with good
references to guarantee that everything we
send out to our readers is real and from
reliable sources. This is in order to ensure that
the Caravan of Baha'u'llah remains a
magazine which conveys the truth with
integrity. So, if you want your articles to be
published in our magazine, make sure you
don't use harsh language and that all of your
views are supported by appropriate
references. But, on that topic, we want to
appreciate everyone who is helping to make
this Caravan a success, because it would have
been impossible to get this far and continue to
provide all of the great stuff year after year

without your assistance. May you all be very
successful. Amen!

We hope to see some events taking place
during the approaching twin commemoration
to promote the message of the Bab and
Baha'u'llah throughout the wider community.
Reading words from our leaders will draw
people closer to their teachings and instil a
sense of love in their hearts for them. Allow
new friends to come forward and join in such
events; youth should be made the faces of
such initiatives because they represent our
community's future. We want to hear some
excellent news from all of our friends; please
keep them coming to our official id.

We appreciate all of our friends for their
continued efforts and assistance in
propagating Baha'u'llah's word.

Warmest Baha'iregards,

Free Baha'i Team
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INSPIRING QUOTES

“Verily, the One True God beareth Me witness that in this Day I am the true mystic
Fane of God, and the Essence of all good. He who doeth good unto Me, it is as if he

doeth good unto God, His angels and the entire company of His loved ones.”

— The Bab

“The Revelation which, from time immemorial, hath been acclaimed as the Purpose
and Promise of all the Prophets of God, and the most cherished Desire of His
Messengers, hath now, by virtue of the pervasive Will of the Almighty and at His
irresistible bidding, been revealed unto men. The advent of such a Revelation hath

been heralded in all the sacred Scriptures.”

— Baha'u'llah

" The lights of God are resplendent. The blessed Epistles are spreading. The blessed
teachings are promulgated throughout the East and the West. Soon you will see that
the heavenly Words have established the oneness of the world of humanity. The
banner of the Most Great Peace has been unfurled, and the great community is

appearing.”

— Abdu'l Baha
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Email 1:

I was a Muslim until 2014 and then through a
friend got introduced to the Bahai religion and
now I follow both the teachings. My question is,
keeping of beard is obligatory as per Muslims but
I think it is not allowed as per Baha'is. So
confused if I should keep it or not. Can you pls
help?

Answer:
HiRidwan,
Trust you're keeping well.

Let me take help from the laws of Baha'u'llah to
answer your question. As per Kitab-i-Aqdas, the
mandatory law of keeping beard for the people
of the past nation has been lifted.

“It is unlawful for you to carry arms except in
time of necessity. The wearing of silk is made
permissible for you. God has lifted from you the
commandment restricting clothing and beards,
as a favour from Him. He is, indeed, the Knower,
the Commander.” - (Extract from Kitab-i-Aqdas)

So it plainly states that God has removed the
prohibition restricting beards. However, it does

not state that it is forbidden, therefore it is
entirely up to you. If you want to preserve it
because it has been deemed required by
Muhammadan law, you are free to do so.
According to Baha'u'llah's teachings, persons
from all walks of life, all religions, creeds, and
communities are welcome to join and can follow
their teachings alongside Baha'u'llah's teachings.
Your sole intend should be to get closer to your
Lord, the focus on the means to get there should
be miniscule.

“If one possesses the love of God, everything that
he undertakes is useful, but if the undertaking is
without the love of God, then it is hurtful and the
cause of veiling one's self from the Lord of the
Kingdom. But with the love of God every
bitterness is changed into sweetness and every
gift becometh precious.” - Abdu'l Baha (Bah&'i
World Faith, p. 366)

Hope that answers your question. Do write back
in case of any further queries.

Thanks and regards,

Team Free Baha'is
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Email 2:

Was Baha'u'llah superior to the Bab? Just
asking as I was thinking about the role of
Baha'u'llah was greater than that of Bab. Tell
me if Im wrong, but I think Bab's just a
forerunner to Baha'u'llah and Baha'u'llah is
the Manifestation of God and his teachings
would be followed for alonger duration?

Answer:
HiSusane,

Allah'u'Abhal!

It's fantastic to hear from you after such a long
time; I hope you and your family are doing
well.

I believe that's another lovely inquiry from
you, and we hope your response will be useful
tomany other Baha'is as well.

Baha'u'llah's teachings emphasized the
elimination of biases and the treatment of all
persons with love and kindness. As Baha'is, it
is our duty to dispel myths such as Baha'u'llah
being the supreme messenger of God for this
age, and that his teachings supersede those of
previous prophets and messengers, and that
the teachings of all previous Prophets are
outdated, and that because Baha'u'llah is the
current Prophet, heis the greatest of them all.

To be clear, the Baha'i teachings state
unequivocally that the essential spiritual
teachings of all divine teachers are the same.
We may go to the Master for an intriguing
remark that explains this.

"The Reality of the divine Religions is one,
because the Reality is one and cannot be two.
All the prophets are united in their message,
and unshaken. They are like the sun; in
different seasons they ascend from different
rising points on the horizon. Therefore every

ancient prophet gave the glad tidings of the
future, and every future has accepted the
past." - Abdu’l-Baha, Abdu’l-Baha in London,
p-29.

The fundamental aim of all religions is to
rejuvenate the hearts and souls of all humans
on the globe. All ancient faiths' founders and
prophets arrived at various points in history
and in the evolution of humanity to give
essential spiritual and social guidance. They
may have used different methods and
phrases, but they always summoned the
people to God. As a result, nowhere in the
teachings of Baha'u'llah will one find him
claiming to be superior to any of the previous
Prophets. That should address your question.

Please contact us if you have any more
questions.

Regards,

Team Free Baha'is

23 Volume 6 | Edition 4 | Mashiyyat (Will) 179 B.E.



Email 3:

Which is the best bahai book to read today?
Any recommendations?

Answer:

HiBrand,

Allah'u'Abha!

Hope you're doing well and staying safe.

We advise our readers to always get authentic
Baha'i books rather than those from
Baha'u'llah's supporters.

Only works written by the three fundamental
personalities of the faith, namely the Bab,
Baha'u'llah, and Abdu'l Baha, are considered
authoritative.

Kitab-i-Aqdas is the most sacred book for a
reason, and it should be the first book a Baha'i
reads. If a Baha'i studies and understands all
of the rules in Kitab-i-Aqdas, it will be simpler
for him or her to live a life consistent with
Baha'u'llah's teachings. The second would be
Kitab-i-Iqgan, which was also written by
Baha'u'llah personally.

After being acquainted with those texts, one
should go on to 'Some Answered Questions,'a
book written by Abdu'l Baha. We thenhave an
identical one called 'Paris Talks,' in which the
Master addresses many frequent questions
concerning faith, science, and other topics,
giving the reader a solid picture of what the
faith stands for. We also have a book called
Tablets of Abdu'l Baha, which should be an
intriguing read.

We also have a book produced by The Bab
called Selections From Writings of Bab, which
should be kept available, and we propose that
all Baha'is have a copy of this book at home
and refer toit on aregular basis.

After reading those works, readers can go on
to an intriguing collection published by Lady
Ruth White and Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, which
can also be accessible on our website. Books
such as 'The Bahai Religion and its Enemy, the
Baha'i Organization' and 'Abdul Baha's
Questioned Will and Testament' by Lady
Ruth White, and 'Broken Silence' and 'Abdul
Baha's Grandson' by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab are
among the most intriguing books that every
Baha'i should read.

I hope this was useful. If you have any more
queries, please contact us.

Regards,

Team Free Baha'is
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INVESTIGATION OF REALITY

“God has given man the eye of investigation by which he may see and
recognize truth. He has endowed man with ears that he may hear the message
of reality and conferred upon him the gift of reason by which he may discover
things for himself. This is his endowment and equipment for the investigation

of reality. Man is not intended to see through the eyes of another, hear

through another's ears nor comprehend with another's brain... Therefore,
depend upon your own reason and judgment and adhere to the outcome of
your own investigation; otherwise, you will be utterly submerged in the sea of
ignorance and deprived of all the bounties of God.”

- Abdu'l-Baha, The Promulgation of Universal Peace, Volume 2, p. 287

25 Volume 6 | Edition 4 | Mashiyyat (Will) 179 B.E.



KNOW YOUR HERITAGE

Abdu'l Baha's Giveh (light cotton summer shoes)
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WEBSPLORE
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“Where there s love, nothing is too much trouble and there is

always time.” — Abdu'l Baha

With this, I pray to God to help us follow in the footsteps of the
Master and take care of the poor and the needy, always. More power
to you!

Want to be a contributor for The Caravan?

Interested in contributing to the Caravan Magazine by writing a
guest article? Kindly send us your article at
'thecaravan(@freebahais.org' and if we find your article unique,
knowledgeable and interesting enough for our readers, we will surely
publish it in our upcoming issue. If you have any other queries, you
can write to us at _'info@freebahais.org’

Thank youl!
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THROWBACK

Abdu'l Baha laying the cornerstone of the Mother Temple of the West.
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BLAST FROM THE PAST

(Reference: Out of the Mail Box, The Children's Caravan Magazine,
January 1935)
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roke out between the British and Indians at the Battle of Khadki. On November

0, the first Seminole War began in the American state of Florida. Historical almanacs

how the parade of 19th century thinkers and doers marching on and a subtle passing from
world of crushing conventionality (Jane Austen died that year) to a world of intense

uestioning and social and philosophical mischief (Henry David Thoreau and Frederick
Jouglass were born that year).

titon November 12, 1817 something happened that in time will make all the wars, rises andie
fempires, and even sweeping social and philosophical movements pale by comparison. On

gdnesday, a baby was born in Tehran, a baby Who would grow up to upset the equilibritmo
hole world, indeed whose life would mark the culmination of an age 6,000 years long — oure

mown history — and launch us into a turbulent modernity and then into the long-promisee
lusive Kingdom of God on Earth.

€ baby was named Husayn. As a youth He would show all the hallmarks present in'@
essengers of God — peaceful, happy, wise beyond His years, in fact, so wise that despite
omplete lack of theological training the most learned of the clergy could teach Him nothing
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ourse, these years later, only a relative handful of people — about one in 1,000 people on e
ow this date as special. One online source lists November 12, 1817, as the birthda
a'u'llah, with the accurate but underwhelming descriptor: “Persian spiritual figure.” And
halance, of course, fulfills prophecy just as everything else in His life did — that whenthes
ist returns He will come as a “thief in the night,” as Paul wrote to the Thessalonians.
ifestation of God never fulfills the expectations of the day, but He winds up vastly outstrip
e limited expectations in hindsight, revolutionizing life itself.

days remind us of gifts. Life itself is a gift from God, and among God's innumerable gif
anity we can also count intelligence, beauty, the capacity to feel joy. Religions of the
micle other divine gifts to humanity, such as the rainbow at the end of Noah's flood signt
'S covenant and promise to humanity, the clay tablets listing the Ten Commandments
8, symbolizing a new covenant with humankind brought by Jesus Christ, and the K¢

odying yet another.

aha'u'llah (whose birthday is celebrated worldwide each year according to the Baha'i calé

the movements of the moon) can there be any doubt that God has sent his greatest gift ofall
manity? To use a cliché, if ever there were a “gift that kept on giving,” it is Baha'u'llah.Ind
e told the gift of Baha'i civilization will keep on giving for 500,000 years.

birth of a person also forces us to contemplate whether it is really possible for a single perso
er how great, to be “the hinge of history”? Is it actually possible for one person to chz
thing?

re itself provides an emphatic and moving answer to this question: yes. In the act of creatir
an, itis not necessary that all the cells involved make an equal contribution. Indeed, all it
e sperm cell out of the millions to fertilize the egg, triggering a chain reaction that brings
g, as if by amiracle, a new entity with potentialities that only heaven can know.

T
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DISCLAIMER

All content in this Magazine is for information purposes only. "Free Baha'i
Faith" assumes no liability or responsibility for any inaccurate, delayed or
incomplete information, nor for any actions taken in reliance thereon. The
information contained about each individual, event or organization has been
provided by such individual, event organizers or organization without
verification by us.

The opinion expressed in each article is the opinion of its author and does not
necessarily reflect the opinion of "Free Baha'is". Therefore, "Free Baha'i Faith"
carries no responsibility for the opinion expressed thereon.

All trademarks, product names, and company names or logos cited herein are
the property of their respective owners and do not infringe any patent,

trademark, copyright, license or any other proprietary right of any third party.

We do not represent Haifa / Wilmette based mainstream Baha'i religion /
organization in any way.
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