






























CLERGY IN THE 

BAHA'I CAUSE
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“There is no paradise, in the estimation of the believers in the Divine Unity, more exalted 

than to obey Gods commandments, and there is no re in the eyes of those who have 

known God and His signs, ercer than to transgress His laws and to oppress another soul, 

even to the extent of a mustard seed. On the Day of Resurrection God will, in truth, judge 

all men, and we all verily plead for His grace.”

― The Bab

““The utterance of God is a lamp, whose light is these words: Ye are the fruits of one tree, 

and the leaves of one branch. Deal ye one with another with the utmost love and harmony, 

with friendliness and fellowship. ... So powerful is the light of unity that it can illuminate 

the whole earth.”

― Baha'u'llah

"Among the proofs and arguments for the existence of God is the fact that man has not 

created himself, but rather that his creator and fashioner is another than he. And it is 

certain and indisputable that the creator of man is not like man himself, because a 

powerless being cannot create another being, and an active creator must possess all 

perfections to produce his handiwork. Is it possible for the handiwork to be perfect and the 

craftsman imperfect? Is it possible for a painting to be a masterpiece and the painter to be 

decient in his craft, notwithstanding that he is its creator? No: The painting cannot be like 

the painter, for otherwise it would have painted itself. And no matter how perfect the 

painting may be, in comparison with the painter it is utterly decient.”

― Abdu'l Baha

INSPIRING QUOTES
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DISCRIMINATIONS WITHIN 

THE BAHA'I COMMUNITY 

BY THE ADMINISTRATION

– GUEST ARTICLE

Faith does not glorify poverty".

The behaviour of LSA members is so selfish 

that they always treat the poor as second-

class members.

We have in the guidelines not to reveal the 

amount donated, but discreetly the high-

value donations are conveyed to all to please 

the donor.

In short, all doctrines are violated, which 

means the end is important, not the means.

This emerging trend, characterised by 

disparities, exclusivity, and materialistic 

pursuits, raises important questions about its 

alignment with the fundamental principles of 

the Baha'i Faith.

The Baha'i teachings emphasise the essential 

unity of all humanity, irrespective of social 

status or material wealth. Baha'u'llah's vision 

seeks to eradicate divisions and promote 

harmony, justice, and equality.

It seems the Baha'i Faith has become hungry 

for funds, which has led the faith to adopt 

doubtful means for meeting its ends.

Unofficial private meetings are hosted with 

the wealthy. In such meetings, the not-so-

well-to-do are not invited. It is a meeting with 

the elite.

While the faith always had discrimination 

(Persians vs. non-Persians, born in faith vs. 

converts, and so on...), this is another 

example.

On close observation, we would always see 

the wealthy mingle among them, avoiding 

the poor. So much so that personal invitations 

for feasts also consider financial stature.

Even in funeral services, we would find 

hardly 3–4 people attending funerals of the 

poor. The wealthy can be assured of a full 

house.

The counsellors openly say, "We need 

converts who can donate funds. The Baha'i 
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3. Is a penny donated sincerely not greater 

than millions spent with pride?

4. Will the poor not be hurt by neglect and 

being pushed aside?

It will be better that we revert to the conduct 

of the founders of the faith rather than 

modern management practises.

Let there be less collection that is based on 

sincerity. Let the egos of the rich not be 

pampered. Let fewer houses of worship be 

constructed.

L e t ' s  h a v e  m o r e  s i m p l i c i t y  t h a n 

extravagance.

Do ponder!!

In light of this, the current trajectory veers 

away from the spirit of the Faith, prompting 

reflection on how to realign with the core 

values and aspirations set forth by its 

founders.

With such a motive, how can we expect 

spirituality? How can we expect divine help? 

Rather, there would be divine retribution, 

which is the reason for dwindling numbers.

Money can't buy everything.

This trend comes right from the top: 

members of UHJ. It is well known that Ali 

Nakhjawani used to conduct such collection 

drives privately with the wealthy. Down the 

line, NSA and LSA follow the same pattern.

The question is:

1. Is such a practise prescribed in the 

Scriptures?

2. How can spirituality come from this 

approach?
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FREE BAHA'I ACTIVITIES

spaces, inviting neighbors and friends to join 

them in spiritual activities and conversations 

about the Baha'i faith.

In countries like Germany, the USA, Thailand, 

Singapore, India, Canada, and Australia, 

Baha'is open their doors to host prayer 

gatherings and discussions about the 

teachings of Baha'u'llah and Abdu'l Baha. 

These intimate gatherings provide an 

opportunity for Baha'is to engage with their 

communities and share the message of unity 

and peace that lies at the core of the Baha'i 

faith.

One of the central activities during this last 

quarter was the reading of spiritually 

enriching books like "Some Answered 

Questions" by Abdu'l Baha and "Tablets of 

Abdu'l Baha." These books contain profound 

insights into the spiritual principles of the 

B a h a ' i  f a i t h  a n d  h e l p  d e e p e n  t h e 

understanding of its followers.

During these gatherings, Baha'is engage in 

meaningful discussions about how they can 

apply the teachings of Baha'u'llah and Abdu'l 

Baha in their daily lives. The discussions span 

across various topics, including the oneness of 

humanity, the need for universal education, 
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Baha'u'llah

Dear readers,

We sincerely thank the Baha'is around the 

world for commemorating and spreading the 

word of  the  Bab  on  h is  martyrdom 

anniversary during July. Your dedication to 

sharing His teachings inspires everyone to 

learn more about the Baha'i faith. Your efforts 

contribute to the unity and spiritual progress 

of humanity, aligning with the core principles 

of our Faith. May your endeavours be blessed 

with success as we work together towards a 

unified and harmonious world, fulfilling the 

vision set forth by the Bab and continued by 

Baha'u'llah.

As the month of Izzat dawns upon us, the 

Baha'i community worldwide comes together 

in a spirit of unity and devotion to celebrate 

this special period of renewal. Izzat is a time of 

reflection, prayer, and fellowship, where 

Baha'is gather in their homes and community 
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Administration. They assert that upholding 

the true teachings of Baha'u'llah and Abdu'l 

Baha requires actively addressing and 

correcting any deviations from these 

teachings. With unwavering dedication, they 

strive to ensure transparency, accountability, 

and justice within the Baha'i community.

In conclusion, Izzat is a time of renewal and 

recommitment to the teachings of Baha'u'llah 

and Abdu'l Baha. Across the globe, Baha'is 

come together to share their faith, engage in 

prayer and discussions, and propagate the 

message of unity and peace. As the Free 

Baha'is continue to work tirelessly against 

perceived malpractices, they do so with the 

intention of upholding the true essence of the 

Baha'i faith. It is a celebration of unity, love, 

and the pursuit of a better world for all 

humanity.

Warmest Baha'i regards,

Free Baha'i Team

and the importance of equality between men 

and women.

One topic that has been at the forefront of 

these discussions is transparency within the 

Baha'i Administration. Baha'is from different 

countries have been exploring the actions of 

the United States, which has voluntarily 

submitted its financial accounts. This has led 

to thought-provoking conversations about 

the importance of  transparency and 

accountability within the higher echelons of 

the Baha'i  institutions, including the 

Universal House of Justice (UHJ).

The open dialogue and questioning spirit 

w i t h i n  t h e  B a h a ' i  c o m m u n i t y  h a v e 

encouraged many Free Baha'is to emphasize 

the significance of adhering to the true 

teachings of Baha'u'llah and Abdu'l Baha. The 

Free Baha'is firmly believe that the Baha'i faith 

is founded on principles of justice, equality, 

and the unity of mankind.

Propagating the message of Baha'u'llah being 

the Promised One of all religions is a central 

theme during Izzat. Free Baha'is passionately 

share Baha'u'llah's teachings with the world, 

promoting the idea that His message 

transcends all boundaries and encompasses 

the entire human family.

Amidst the celebration and devotion, the Free 

Baha ' i s  remain  v ig i lant  aga ins t  the 

malpractices they perceive within the Baha'i 
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House in Tehran where Baha'u'llah was born
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INVESTIGATION OF REALITY

“God has given man the eye of investigation by which he may see and 

recognize truth. He has endowed man with ears that he may hear the message 

of reality and conferred upon him the gift of reason by which he may discover 

things for himself. This is his endowment and equipment for the investigation 

of reality. Man is not intended to see through the eyes of another, hear 

through another's ears nor comprehend with another's brain… Therefore, 

depend upon your own reason and judgment and adhere to the outcome of 

your own investigation; otherwise, you will be utterly submerged in the sea of 

ignorance and deprived of all the bounties of God.”

– Abdu'l-Baha, The Promulgation of Universal Peace, Volume 2, p. 287
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SOME QUESTIONS ANSWERED

Email 1:

Es ist mir zu Ohren gekommen, dass es nach 

den Lehren der Baha'i nicht erlaubt sei, sich 

den Kopf zu rasieren. Aber was ist, wenn 

jemand nicht genug Haare hat und sich gerne 

den Kopf rasieren möchte? Kannst du mir 

helfen, das genaue Gebot zu verstehen? Ich 

sehe viele Baha'i, die sich den Kopf rasieren, 

sogar einige, die Teil des LSA/NSA sind. Gibt 

es in den Lehren Bahá'u'lláhs etwas dazu 

erwähnt?

English translation: (as shared by the friends 

of Germany)

I have heard that according to the teachings of 

the Baha'i Faith, it is not allowed to shave one's 

head. But what if someone doesn't have 

enough hair and would like to shave it? Can 

you help me understand the exact ruling on 

this matter? I see many Baha'is shaving their 

heads, including some who are part of the 

Local Spiritual Assembly (LSA) or National 

Spiritual Assembly (NSA). Is there anything 

mentioned about this in the teachings of 

Baha'u'llah?

Answer:

Hi Louis,

Allah'u'Abha!

In the Kitab-i-Aqdas, Baha'u'llah's guidance is 

explicit: "Do not shave your heads. God has 

adorned them with hair. In that, there are 

certainly signs to him who considers the 

requirements of nature (al-tabi'a) from the 

standpoint of the Possessor of Mankind. 

Indeed, He is the Mighty, the Wise. It is not 

fitting to go beyond the limits of the ears. This 

i s  w h a t  t h e  M a s t e r  o f  t h e  w o r l d s 

commanded."

Volume 7 | Edition 4 | Izzat (Might) 180 B.E.23



T h i s  u n a m b i g u o u s  c o m m a n d  f r o m 

Baha'u'llah forms a fundamental aspect of the 

Baha'i  teachings concerning personal 

appearance and grooming. It highlights the 

s ignif icance and purpose of  natural 

adornments, emphasizing the wisdom of the 

Creator in the design of human beings. It is 

essential to recognize that adherence to 

Baha'u'llah's teachings is a hallmark of being a 

Baha'i. While it is true that not all individuals 

may s t r ic t ly  fo l low every  aspect  o f 

Baha'u'llah's guidance, it does not invalidate 

the relevance or applicability of His teachings. 

Baha'u'llah's instructions, including those 

regarding personal appearance, serve as 

spiritual guidance and reflect the divine 

wisdom embedded within His revelation.

Regarding the adherence to Baha'u'llah's 

teachings by Local Spiritual Assemblies (LSA) 

and National Spiritual Assemblies (NSA), it is 

essential to recognize that there are instances 

where certain major explicit rulings of the 

Faith are not being followed. One significant 

e x a m p l e  i s  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e 

Administration, which both Baha'u'llah and 

'Abdu'l-Baha expressed reservations about. 

However, the Guardian, who assumed the 

leadership of the Faith after 'Abdu'l-Baha, 

transformed it into an Administrative body, 

despite the earlier concerns expressed by the 

central figures of the Faith.

In light of such historical context, one might 

question whether the act of shaving one's 

head would be a major concern for these 

administrative bodies. It is evident that there 

have been instances in the history of the Baha'i 

Faith where interpretations and decisions 

have diverged from the original intentions of 

its founders.

However, it is essential for each one of us to 

strive towards upholding Baha'u'llah's 

guidance collectively, recognizing that the 

progress of the Faith depends on the spiritual 

growth and commitment of its individual 

members and institutions. While individual 

choices may vary, striving to follow 

Baha'u'llah's guidance, including matters of 

personal grooming, is an integral part of being 

a Baha'i and contributing to the unity and 

spir i tual  advancement  of  the  Baha' i 

community.

If you have any more queries, feel free to write 

back to us.

Regards,

Team Free Baha'is

(Please note: This response was originally sent 

via Email in German language, but added 

here in English so to make it easier for our 

readers to understand)
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Email 2:

Can someone explain about profit sharing in 

the Bahai Faith?

Answer: 

Hi Chris,

Allah'u'Abha!

Thank you for reaching out to us, and I hope 

this response finds you in good health and 

spirits. 

In response to the question about profit 

sharing and the Baha'i Faith, we turn to the 

profound teachings of Abdu'l Baha, the son of 

Baha'u'llah, the founder of the Baha'i Faith. In 

his book "Some Answered Questions," Abdu'l 

Baha addresses the issue of economic justice 

and advocates for equitable profit-sharing 

arrangements between factory owners and 

their workers.

According to Abdu'l Baha, it is essential to 

establish laws and regulations that permit 

workmen to receive not only their wages but 

also a fair share in the profits generated by the 

factory. This distribution should be based on 

the capacity and contributions of the factory, 

ensuring a just and balanced arrangement. 

Whether it is a fourth or a fifth part of the 

profits or some other equitable approach, the 

core principle is that both the owners and the 

workers should benefit from the fruits of their 

labour and collaboration.

The capital and management for the factory 

come from the owner, while the work and 

labou r  are  provided by the body of 

workmen. Therefore, both parties are integral 

to the success of the enterprise. Abdu'l Baha 

emphasizes that the workmen should receive 

wages that not only support them adequately 

during their active years but also provide 

sufficient benefits after they cease working, 

ensuring their well-being in times of need or 

helplessness.

Another option presented is that the wages 

should be set at a level that satisfies the 

workmen, allowing them to save for future 

uncertainties and emergencies.

Through these teachings, the Baha'i Faith 

advocates for a just and harmonious economic 

system, where cooperation and fairness are 

central. The equitable sharing of profits 

ensures that the welfare of both employers 

and employees is considered, fostering a 

sense of unity and collaboration within the 

industrial community.

In light of these teachings, the Baha'i 

community is encouraged to apply these 

principles of profit sharing and economic 

justice in their daily lives, businesses, and 

interactions with others. By striving to 

implement these principles, the Baha'is seek to 

contribute to a more just and prosperous 

society, in alignment with the teachings of 

Baha'u'llah and Abdu'l Baha.

If you have any further inquiries or if there is 

anything else we can assist you with, please 

don't hesitate to reach out. We are here to 

support you on your spiritual journey.

Wishing you continued strength and 

unwavering faith in the teachings of 

Baha'u'llah.

Thanks and Regards, 

Team Free Baha'is
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Email 3:

I'm located in New Jersey, USA, and officially 

registered as a member of the Baha'i 

community. But deep in my heart, I consider 

myself a Free Baha'i, devoted solely to 

following the teachings of Baha'u'llah and 

'Abdu'l-Bahá. Lately, I've become inactive 

within the community, refraining from 

attending any programs or events. However, 

in the past few weeks, I've been receiving 

persistent reminders about contributing to 

Huququ'llah.

In the past, I managed to evade the requests by 

stating that I would pay when I visit the Baha'i 

center. But now, they've informed me that I 

can pay Huququ'llah online via PayPal, 

eliminating the need for me to physically visit 

the center. Now I'm faced with a dilemma. As 

a Free Baha'i, what should be my stance in this 

situation?

 

Answer:

Hi Anna,

Allah'u'Abha!

I completely understand your sentiments and 

c o n c e r n s  r e g a r d i n g  H u q u q u ' l l a h 

contributions and the use of funds by the 

Haifan Baha'is. As Free Baha'is, we firmly 

believe in following the teachings of 

Baha'u'llah and 'Abdu'l-Bahá while standing 

against the current practices of giving our 

contributions to the Administration.

It is disheartening to hear that the collected 

funds are not being utilized transparently for 

the betterment of the community but are 

instead being spent on personal matters by the 

Haifan Baha'is without any accountability. On 

the other hand, we take pride in the fact that 

the Baha'i community in the United States has 

been setting an example by submitting annual 

accounts of their expenditure, demonstrating 

their commitment to transparency and 

accountability.

Congratulations on raising this essential 

question and highlighting the need for clarity 

and transparency in the management of the 

Huququ'llah funds. As Free Baha'is, we 

should all unite and encourage our fellow 

Baha'is to push for the Universal House of 

Justice and the Administration to publish 

detailed accounts of the total money collected 

and how it is being used.

By demanding accountability, we aim to 

ensure that the Huququ'llah contributions are 

directed towards the betterment of the lesser 

privileged members of our community and 

the realization of the principles of justice and 

equity. Together, let us strive to uphold the 

true spirit of the Faith and contribute to 

building a unified Baha'i community that 

adheres to the teachings of Baha'u'llah and 

'Abdu'l-Bahá with unwavering dedication.

In unity and commitment,

Team Free Baha'is
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Fall 1848: Baha’u’llah visits Mulla Husayn and his companions at 
Fort Tabarsi

Volume 7 | Edition 4 | Izzat (Might) 180 B.E.27



KNOW YOUR HERITAGE

Baha'u'llah's reed pen and ink spoon
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BLAST FROM THE PAST

Reference: The New Historian, November, 1933s
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principles. It centers around Baha'u'llah as the prophetic figure, independent of scholastic learning 

or clerical guidance, claiming to speak with the voice of God. Baha'u'llah's message stands alone, 

repeating the eternal truths of all religions.

As Free Baha'is, we find solace and inspiration in the unifying and all-encompassing teachings of 

Baha'u'llah, bringing harmony and oneness to humanity, and embracing the essence of all previous 

divine revelations.

In the eyes of Free Baha'is, the mission of Baha'u'llah holds immense significance, as it seeks to unite 

differing religions, discern truth from falsehood, and gather a spiritual harvest. Answering 

Baha'u'llah's call means responding to the needs of our age and embracing the divine guidance 

granted by God in every dispensation.

The news of Baha'u'llah's new Faith may not reach everyone simultaneously, as this profound 

announcement resonates in the depths of human hearts when individuals are spiritually prepared 

to receive it. It is not akin to everyday news but is a revelation that finds its way to those earnestly 

searching for meaning and mystical reality.

Baha'u'llah's advent fulfils the longing of all peoples and religions for a Promised One. Embracing 

His Cause paves, the way for the oneness of humanity, lifting the banner of universality and unity 

for all humankind.

For Free Baha'is, the teachings of Baha'u'llah are transformative, carrying the potential to 

completely change lives and inspire individuals to contribute to the advancement of humanity and 

the realization of unity among all people. This vision of unity resonates deeply with those who seek 

truth and a higher purpose in life, leading them to embrace the path of Baha'u'llah's divine message.
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THROWBACK

Mirza Mihdi, the purest branch with Abdu'l Baha, a photograph taken in 

Adrianople
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All content in this Magazine is for information purposes only. "Free Baha'i 
Faith" assumes no liability or responsibility for any inaccurate, delayed or 
incomplete information, nor for any actions taken in reliance thereon. The 

information contained about each individual, event or organization has been 
provided by such individual, event organizers or organization without 

verification by us.

The opinion expressed in each article is the opinion of its author and does not 
necessarily reflect the opinion of "Free Baha'is". Therefore, "Free Baha'i Faith" 

carries no responsibility for the opinion expressed thereon.

All trademarks, product names, and company names or logos cited herein are 
the property of their respective owners and do not infringe any patent, 

trademark, copyright, license or any other proprietary right of any third party. 

We do not represent Haifa / Wilmette based mainstream Baha'i religion / 
organization in any way.

DISCLAIMER
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