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INVESTIGATION OF REALITY

“God has given man the eye of investigation by which he may see and
recognize truth. He has endowed man with ears that he may hear the message
of reality and conferred upon him the gift of reason by which he may discover
things for himself. This is his endowment and equipment for the investigation

of reality. Man is not intended to see through the eyes of another, hear

through another's ears nor comprehend with another's brain... Therefore,
depend upon your own reason and judgment and adhere to the outcome of
your own investigation; otherwise, you will be utterly submerged in the sea of
ignorance and deprived of all the bounties of God.”

- Abdu'l-Baha, The Promulgation of Universal Peace, Volume 2, p. 287
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INSPIRING QUOTES

“Rid thou thyself of all attachments to aught except God, enrich thyself in God by

dispensing with all else besides Him, and recite this prayer:
Say: God sufficeth all things above all things, and nothing in the heavens or in the earth or

in whatever lieth between them but God, thy Lord, sufficeth. Verily, He is in Himself the

Knower, the Sustainer, the Omnipotent.”
— The Bab

“Happy the one who entereth upon the first day of the month of Baha, the day which God
hath consecrated to this Great Name. And blessed be he who evidenceth on this day the
bounties that God hath bestowed upon him; he, verily, is of those who show forth thanks
to God through actions betokening the Lord's munificence which hath encompassed all the
worlds. Say: This day, verily, is the crown of all the months and the source thereof, the day
on which the breath of life is wafted over all created things. Great is the blessedness of him

who greeteth it with radiance and joy. We testify that he is, in truth, among those who are
blissful.”

— Baha’u’llah

“...just as the solar cycle has its four seasons, the cycle of the Sun of Reality has its distinct
and successive periods. Each brings its vernal season or springtime. When the Sun of
Reality returns to quicken the world of mankind a divine bounty descends from the
heaven of generosity. The realm of thoughts and ideals is set in motion and blessed with
new life. Minds are developed, hopes brighten, aspirations become spiritual, the virtues of
the human world appear with freshened power of growth and the image and likeness of

God become visible in man. It is the springtime of the inner world...
In it the former springtime has returned, the world is resuscitated, illumined and attains

spirituality; religion is renewed and reorganized, hearts are turned to God, the summons

of God is heard and life is again bestowed upon man.”
— Abdu’l Baha
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FREE BAHA'l ACTIVITIES

“$ W KAHL R RYHH U B DXOL Q@ [KPHD W H U LI&3 readers,
ZRUDZR QGHYUWIKOGDQMDIDGHD L I H
TXLFNHREYBHMHYHG\ ZKMRIIH J H W D BON¢ step into the vibrant month of Baha, we
NLQJGWRIFHQ L D& X P DNQL Q J GIRPHN are excited to share the heartwarming
WHXVAVIMG DQG PRYH IRZ DG Z W D Q- activities that have unfolded within the Free
P SXOH 7KH ZKRMH ZRJ& LV ERIQ DQHZ Baha'i community, enriching our connection
UHV XU UHRMHIGIK \VWAHIWP R W L R Qvith the teachings of Baha'u'llah.
ZDIWDRQI® DJUDREHWRR/R\HU B H M
LEORVWRAWH P S IDIQEEW 6 L JK RV X &t the close of the previous year, Free Baha'is
SEDEQWVDQG BHDXWIXO BHRP H WH P RXQEAQV worldwide commemorated the sacred Day of
ILHDG®HDGRZV Covenant & Ascension of Abdu'l Baha by

drawing closer to the profound teachings of
[LNHZW\RSE L U IEW X DURYES U L Q RW L RHd Master. In Canada, this celebration took a
*RGE XLFWHER UR KX P D QAIWBIKQ H Z special turn with the successful launch of the
DQLPX@®LYLILFDIOMURHUWIKH Y K much-anticipated book, "Beyond the
KDEH B® SR D QEERIVE HIQBAXLAIKWR! D U WRY, rrative." This comprehensive work delves
D LEHH LWH Y HI QR KEOHND MY R ZIHQE
EORVMRRBRL Y 1DHG HDWG DR M RD Testament of Abdu'l Baha, shedding light on
WLRKDSSLREIWYVRRSGLUUWRDWK .

1ts true essence.
EHRFRAGVKOYWEVY V@HU IFWXD®L]DWLRQ

PD\KD YHK KO QiP%WH DRUIR (KRR Q Looking forward, the Free Baha'i community
\RXODWRXHFRORAWRZEQD QMW KH i\ Thailand is gearing up for a joyous Naw-

WURKNNXKHDBWMRUWHKD HDY®E Ry, celebration. They have extended heartfelt
Y D UL HBE O RGR RG HDXODW 8§ HDRP invitations to their families, extended

WK BR U MK WHR URIGX P D QZ KMAF K families, friends, and friends of friends,

KDMW R DQGH Y HQPOVGRID O LIDWLERQ .\ atmosphere of unity and festivity.

E([B) ‘I-:_I g;b; F, NBlH}?g HEB L QIR QRUASL UL W %\/Q 9vish them success in this endeavor,
ufltBaha trusting that it will bring happiness to the

into a profound analysis of the Will and
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heart of Baha'u'llah.

In the United States, the Free Baha'i team has
been diligently immersed in the original
writings and teachings of Baha'u'llah. This
focused study aims to deepen their
understanding and strengthen their spiritual
connection. Additionally, the team is actively
working on spreading awareness about
Huqu'qullah, emphasizing the importance of
redirecting these funds towards
humanitarian causes rather than
Administration expenses.

Baha'is from various corners of the world,
including Angola, Azerbaijan, Australia,
India and beyond, are engaging in dynamic
activities to raise awareness about the
teachings of Baha'u'llah. A dedicated
individual from Thailand has taken a bold
step by printing and distributing the book
"Beyond the Narrative" among key Baha'is in
the country. This initiative seeks to illuminate
the distortions in the Will of Abdu'l Baha,
particularly regarding the appointment of

Shoghi Effendi as the Guardian of the Cause.
As we continue our journey, let us unite in the

spirit of these activities, drawing inspiration
from the teachings of Baha'u'llah and
fostering a sense of community,
understanding, and purpose.

Warmregards,
The Caravan Magazine Editorial Team
Warmest Baha'iregards,

Free Baha’i Team
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SOME QUESTIONS ANSWERED

Email 1:

We are all aware of the law regarding
backbiting:

"Ye have been forbidden to commit murder or
adultery, or to engage in backbiting or
calumny; shun ye, then, what hath been
prohibited in the holy Books and Tablets.

(The Kitab-i-Aqdas)
www.bahai.org/r/815589753 "

My question for discussion is: Does this ban
extend to dwelling on and thinking about
faults and shortcomings of people, perceived
or otherwise?

In other words, when we are alone and think
about somebody's faults, be it true or untrue,
does that constitute backbiting or slander?

Also, I would like to know what are your
thoughts on the effects of backbiting,
calumny, and slander on our souls and

spiritual growth.

Answer:
Hi Fariborz,
Allah’u’Abha!

Firstly, appreciate your question and we're
glad there are people like you who adhere to
such ethics. More power to you!

Let’slook at your question. In delving into the
profound teachings of Baha'u'llah, we
encounter the unequivocal injunction against
backbiting: "Ye have been forbidden to
commit murder or adultery, or to engage in
backbiting or calumny." (The Kitdb-i-Aqdas)
It's a directive aimed not just at external
actions but, significantly, at the internal realm
of our thoughts.

Contemplating someone's faults, whether
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true or untrue, when alone, does raise
pertinent questions. From a Free Baha'i
perspective, it's essential to understand the
spirit behind this prohibition. While the
explicit wording addresses spoken or written
backbiting, the essence goes deeper. Engaging
in negative thoughts about others, even in
solitude, can be seen as a breach of the broader
principle of unity and love.

In the solitude of our thoughts, we shape our
innermost reality. Dwelling on the faults of
others, whether they exist or are imagined,
fosters a divisive and judgmental mindset. It
contradicts the fundamental teachings of
unity, compassion, and the acknowledgment
of the inherent nobility in every soul.

Moreover, the effects of backbiting, calumny,
and slander on our souls and spiritual growth
are profound. Baha'u'llah encourages us to
"see with the eye of oneness." When we
engage in backbiting, we tarnish our own
spiritual mirror, clouding our perception of
the inherent goodness in others. It hampers
the development of virtues like forgiveness,
understanding, and unconditional love.

The interconnectedness of our souls within
the tapestry of humanity is a central theme in
Baha'i teachings. Backbiting disrupts this
harmony, creating discord not only in our
individual spirits but also in the collective
consciousness. It weakens the bonds of unity
and impedes the progress of the community
towardsitsnoble goals.

In essence, abstaining from backbiting in
thought, word, and deed is not merely a rule
but a pathway to spiritual growth. By
consciously redirecting our thoughts towards
understanding, compassion, and
appreciation for the diverse journeys of our
fellow beings, we contribute to the creation of
a more unified and spiritually vibrant
community.

Let us, therefore, strive to purify our thoughts,
uplift our souls, and foster an environment
where the light of truth and love can shine
unobstructed.

Regards,

Team Free Baha'is
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Email 2:

There are people who are non meat eaters.
They should please stop pushing their beliefs
as a Bahai thing. There is no room for anyone
other than, the universal house of justice, to
interpret the writings.

Answer:
HiManizheh,
Allah’u’ Abha!

In response to your inquiry, as Free Baha'is,
we wish to express our stance unequivocally.
We adhere to the teachings of Baha'u’llah and
Abdu'l-Baha as our primary sources of
authority within the Baha'i Faith. Our belief
system doesn't align with the current form of
the Universal House of Justice (UH]J).

In terms of dietary choices, we recognize and
respect the diverse practices within our
community. The act of consuming meat, in
accordance with the tradition of numerous
major religions, holds a place of acceptance
within the Baha'i context. We advocate for a
spirit of mutual support and understanding,
where both meat-eaters and non-meat eaters
coexist with respect for each other's choices.

The Baha'i community, much like the world it
aspires to unite, comprises individuals with
varying beliefs and practices. Our Faith
promotes open-mindedness, encouraging
dialogue and the exploration of different
viewpoints, that has been the essence of the
teaching of Baha'u’llah.

Rather than viewing this diversity as a
challenge, we see it as an opportunity for
collective learning. Unity, in the Baha'i
context, isn't synonymous with uniformity
but rather a harmonious coexistence of
different perspectives contributing to a more
profound understanding of the Faith.

Inclusivity, respect, and understanding form
the bedrock of Baha'i principles. Embracing
the richness that diversity brings to our
community conversations aligns with
Baha'u'llah's vision of a united and tolerant
world. Our shared love for Baha'u'llah and
commitment to the betterment of humanity
unite us despite the varying interpretations of
our community members.

Warm Regards,

Team Free Baha'is
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Email 3:

Here are my questions:

1- Is there just one true religion? if no, what is
the purpose of being many? (in my point of
view I do think that all religions have to some
degree from God's essence but with time and
corruption of its followers they diverge from
the truth to some extent depends on time and
place)

3- Do you think that Kitab Al Aqdas (literally
in Arabic the holiest book) is the only
uncorrupted? or all the other holy books are
uncorrupted? (which will make every book
contradict each other except in some basic
morals and ethics)

4- What do you think will happen to anybody
after death? (Please explain in details)

5- I suppose that the main conflict between
you and the more dominant Bahai group is the
universal house of justice so please tell me
more about this big difference?

6- Whatis your principles in fasting?

Other than these questions I personally
prefers Bahai Faith and feel spiritual calmness
while reading Bahai Scripture or I think so.

Thanks again for your patience

Answer:
HiOmar,

Thank you for your thoughtful questions and
appreciate your patience. Here are
perspectives from a Free Baha'i viewpoint:

1. The Free Baha'i community acknowledges
the divine origin of various religions
throughout history. Eachreligion, in its purest
form, is considered a path leading to God.
However, human interpretations and
distortions over time can lead to deviations.

The diversity of religions may serve to
address the varied needs and capacities of
humanity.

3. The Free Baha'i community sees the Kitab
Al Aqdas as a central and uncorrupted text,
emphasizing the fundamental spiritual and
ethical principles. However, it doesn't
necessarily assert exclusivity or claim that
other holy books are entirely corrupted.
Rather, it recognizes the potential for human
interpretation and alteration over time.

4. Free Baha'is generally align with the Baha'i
principle that the soul continues to progress in
the spiritual realms after death. The details of
the afterlife, while not explicitly outlined, are
believed to involve the soul's continued
journey towards God, guided by the deeds
and choices made during earthly life.

5. One significant difference between Free
Baha'is and the mainstream Baha'i
community lies in the interpretation of the
role of the Universal House of Justice. Free
Baha'is often emphasize a more decentralized
approach, asserting the importance of
individual conscience and local autonomy,
rather than a centralized authority.

6. Fasting, as prescribed by Baha'u'llah, is seen
as a spiritual practice promoting detachment
and self-discipline. While there might be
variations in its observance among Free
Baha'is, the emphasis is on the inner spiritual
transformation rather than rigid adherence to
specificrules.

Those responses reflect the diversity within
the Free Baha'i community, as individual
perspectives may vary. We appreciate your
openness to dialogue and hope these insights
contribute positively to your understanding.

Warmregards,

Team Free Baha'is
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KNOW YOUR HERITAGE

Letter from Abdu'l Baha to Anna Reinke in Farsi
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WEBSPLORE

I'M WRITING A
FUND - RAISING

THE SECRET TO GETTING
DONATIONS 1S TO DEPICT
EVERYONE WHO DISAGREES
WITH YOU AS THE ENEMY.
THEN YOU EXPLAIN HOW THEYRE
SYSTEMATICALLY WORKING TO
DESTRON EVERYTHING YOU
HOLD DEAR . o

N\

IT'S A WAR OF VALUES !/
RATIONAL DISCUSSION 1S
HOPELESS. COMPROMISE
IS UNTHINKABLE / QUR ONLY
HOPE 15 WELL-FUNDED
ANTAGOMISM, SO WE NEED
NOUR MONEY TO KEEP UP
THE FIGHT!

HOW QINVCALLY X ENMITY
UNCONSTRUCTIVE. /| SEUS

o K‘_____
[
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" K HUMKIHWVUQRW K L Q J ROOEAWRER APW
DOXV WAL BEHGX O %DKD

LWK WISLWDR *RG WR K H@S WK/H RIIRDRN W
O0DVWHUHDBIBUWKM SRRU D QIEDW &RIUGHHIRS \
W R X

:DQW WR EH D FRRWODOBOXWRU IRU

 OQWHUHVWHG LQ FR@®DWUDEX@WH @1 WWLRQ W |
JXHWW. PQH" .LQ R \INVHEIEH XDAM

WKHBOHIDHHEDBQGM A RXWDBOH XQLT
NQ@ROH®EOH DQG LOWHUHVWL @) H@RX YK
SXEOLVK LW LQ RXURXSHRIPQ\QR W ¥ WRHT X H

FDQ ZULWHL QIR KNJ BRVED KD LV

7K D QRX \
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olidays when all the peoplerejoice and are glad. Thatis, they choose the day
f the year whereon a great or glorious event had occurred. On that day they
anifest great joy and happiness. They visit one another; if they have any feelings of
itterness towards one another, they become reconciled on that day; hard feelings pass
ay and they unite in love for each other. As great events occurred on the day of Naw-Ruz
or the Persians, that nation therefore made it a national feast and considered it a national

18 15, indeed, a blessed day because it is the beginning of the temperate season and

pmmencement of springtime in the northern hemisphere. All earthly things, whether

fiimals or humans, become refreshed; they receive power from the life-giving breeze and ob
ew life; a resurrection takes place and, because it is the season of springtime, there is a gé
arvelous activity in all contingent beings.

ere was a time when the Persian dynasty died out and no trace remained thereof. On such'a

aw-Ruz] a new one was founded. Jamshid ascended the throne. Persia became happy a
eace. Its power, which had been dissipated, once more returned. Hearts and souls bee
ossessed of wonderful susceptibilities, to such a degree that Persia became more advanced t

25 Volume 8 | Edition 1| Baha (Splendor) 181 B.E.



od in every cycle and dispensation, there are blessed feasts, holidays and workless days
days no kind of occupation, commerce, industry, agriculture, or the like, is allowed. All wo
wful. All must enjoy themselves, gather together, hold general meetings, become as
mbly, so that the oneness, unity and harmony of the people may be demonstrated in the ey:
Asitis a blessed day it should not be neglected or left without results by making it a day 1i
e fruits of mere pleasure. During such blessed days institutions should be founded that ma
ermanent benefit and value to the people so that in their conversations and in history it
yme widely known that such a good work was inaugurated on such a feast day. Therefore
ligent must look searchingly into conditions to find out what important affair,
anthropic institutions are most needed, and what foundations should be laid for
unity on that particular day, so that they may be established. For example, if they find tha
unity needs morality, then they may lay down the foundation of good morals on that'de
ommunity be in need of spreading sciences and widening the circle of knowledge, on that
should proceed in that direction, that is to say, direct the thoughts of all the people to
anthropic cause. If, however, the community is in need of widening the circle of commett
i8try or agriculture, they should inaugurate the means of attaining the desired aim:
unity needs protection, proper support and care of orphans, they should act upon the we
e orphans, and so forth. Such undertakings as are beneficial to the poor, the weak and
less should be pursued in order that, on that day, through the unity of all and through's
tings, results may be obtained, the glory and blessings of that day may be declared
ifest.

wise in this wonderful Dispensation this day [Naw-Ruz] is a blessed day. The friends of

Id be confirmed in service and servitude. With one another they must be in the utz
nony, love and oneness, clasping hands, engaged in the commemoration of the Blessed Be
thinking of the great results that may be obtained on such a blessed day.

ay, there is no result or fruit greater than guiding the people, because these helpless creatt

N
o)



BLAST FROM THE PAST

MOBILIZATION AGAINST WAR
By ROMAIN ROLLAND

War approoches. It approaches from all
sides. It menaces all peoples, Tomorrow it
might break out. If it blazes forth in any
corner of the earth, it can never more be
isolated. In a period of weeks, of days, it will
consume us all. And it will be a nameless
horror, the death of civilization, All our civili-
gation, our whole world is in danger.

We sound the alarm! Arise! We appeal
to all peoples, all parties, all men and women
of good will. It is not now the interest of a
single people, class, or party that is at stake.
They are all threatened. Salvation cannot bhe
attained without the help of all. Let them all

act. A truce to the discussions now rending
us! Unite against the common enemy! Down
with war! Stop war!

We summon you to a great Congress which
shall be a powerful manifestation of all the
elements against war. We summon all parties
from whatever point of the social compass
they come, socialists, communists, syndicalists,
anarchists, republicans of all shades free-
thinkers and Christians, non-partisans, all the
associations of pacifists and war resisters, con-
scientious objectors, independent individuals,

everybody in France and in all the othe
countries who is firmly resolved to use every
means to put a stop to war. We beg them wo
appoint delegates at once to an Organizing
Committee for the World Congress to decide
in the very shortest time on the place, the
date, and the rules for the Congress. There
is not a day to lose.

We need not draw up a plan of action in
advance. That would hamper the freedom ol
those whom we convoke. It is for them dur
ing the Congress to set forth freely their dif
ferent schemes, and then to seek among them-
selves for harmony of action. What we want
is to raise an immense wave of public opinion
against war, whatever war it is, whatever its
source, whomsoever it may threaten. We want
to make the will of the people resound, the
will of all that is healthy in humanity. Let
us force the feeble, unworthy, quibbling gov-
ernments to strangle the monstrous instigators
of war,—profiteers of massacre,—munition in
dustries, cannonsellers, their controlled agents
provocateurs and vile press,—all the herd that
plots to fish in bloody waters.

Gag and Smother War!

—Extract of letter from Romain Rolland made public by Alfred Lief.

12

Reference: The New Historian, August 1932, Volume 1
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THROWBACK

A painting of Abdu'l Baha on one of his walks through the streets of Haifa,
Israel.
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DISCLAIMER

All content in this Magazine is for information purposes only. "Free Baha'i
Faith" assumes no liability or responsibility for any inaccurate, delayed or
incomplete information, nor for any actions taken in reliance thereon. The
information contained about each individual, event or organization has been
provided by such individual, event organizers or organization without
verification by us.

The opinion expressed in each article is the opinion of its author and does not
necessarily reflect the opinion of "Free Baha'is". Therefore, "Free Baha'i Faith"
carries no responsibility for the opinion expressed thereon.

All trademarks, product names, and company names or logos cited herein are
the property of their respective owners and do not infringe any patent,

trademark, copyright, license or any other proprietary right of any third party.

We do not represent Haifa / Wilmette based mainstream Baha'i religion /
organization in any way.
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