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“Where there is love, nothing is too much trouble and there is 
always time.” – Abdu'l Baha
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DID 

YOU 

KNOW

? 

Shoghi Effendi's Attempt to Westernize the Baha’i Faith

I am a follower of the Baha’i Faith, and it is truly strange for me to read this 

statement from Shoghi Effendi, published in Baha’i News, December 1947, p. 3:

"The use of 'Allah-u-Abha' in the East is, generally speaking, confined to a greeting. It is not 

said at the end of prayers and the Guardian feels that the less it is used freely in public by the 

Baha'is in the West (before strangers) the better, as it gives a very peculiar impression of us, and 

makes us seem like some strange Oriental sect."

For those familiar with the Baha’i teachings, this statement seems deeply contradictory. The phrase 

"Allahu Abha" (meaning "God is Most Glorious") is central to the faith, serving not only as a greeting 

but also as an invocation of the name of God. It holds a special place in Baha’i prayers, is part of the 

daily Greatest Name Remembrance (Ninety-five Allahu Abhas), and is a powerful expression of 

devotion to Baha’u’llah.

The Free Baha’i movement recognizes that such alterations are not in line with the universal nature 

of Baha’u’llah’s teachings. Faith is meant to transcend cultural and national boundaries—not to be 

reshaped to fit Western sensibilities. The fear of being associated with "the East" contradicts 

Baha’u’llah’s vision of unity and oneness.
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A Departure from the Teachings of Baha’u’llah and Abdu’l Baha

Baha’u’llah never discouraged the use of "Allahu Abha." On the contrary, he emphasized its 

importance. Abdu’l Baha himself frequently used and encouraged its use among Baha’is. So why 

did Shoghi Effendi—who claimed to be the Guardian of the faith—seek to suppress this 

fundamental expression of devotion?

The Free Baha’i perspective suggests that after Abdu’l Baha’s passing, the original teachings of the 

faith were gradually changed to align with administrative and political concerns rather than 

spiritual truth. The Universal House of Justice, under the guidance of the Guardian, moved towards 

an institutionalized and bureaucratic form of governance, which often conflicted with the open, 

inclusive vision that Baha’u’llah had originally intended.

This instruction from Shoghi Effendi seems to be one such example of this shift. Rather than 

promoting the natural expression of faith, he sought to regulate and limit it, especially in the West.

 

The Free Baha’i View: Returning to the True Spirit of the Faith

The Free Baha’i movement believes in returning to the original, unaltered teachings of Baha’u’llah 

and Abdu’l Baha. Faith was never meant to be confined by rigid administrative structures or altered 

for the sake of public perception. "Allahu Abha" is a sacred phrase, and its suppression is a sign of 

the institutional changes that occurred after Abdu’l Baha’s passing.

Baha’u’llah’s message is one of unity, authenticity, and spiritual truth. The Baha’i community 

should not be concerned with how they appear to outsiders, but rather with living the truth of their 

faith. If "Allahu Abha" is a divine phrase revealed by Baha’u’llah, why should its use be restricted?

The suppression of such a fundamental part of the faith should make us question: What else has 

been altered?

It is time for Baha’is to reflect on these changes and seek the original message of Baha’u’llah—a 

message of truth, openness, and spiritual freedom.

Free Baha'is firmly believe that the essence of the Baha'i Faith can only be achieved once we free 

ourselves from the clutches and bounds of the strict administration, which is suffocating, spying, 

and spiritually killing the community. The Baha’i Faith was never meant to be an institution of 

control but a path toward the unity of mankind through love, wisdom, and divine guidance.
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BLAST FROM THE PAST

Reference: The Children’s Caravan, April 1935

Volume 9 | Edition 1| Baha (Splendor) 182 B.E.27



Volume 9 | Edition 1 | Baha (Splendor) 182 B.E. 28

We the Free Baha'is do not believe in 

declarations. We believe in spreading the true 

teachings of Baha'u'llah and don't work for 

numbers. A Free Baha'i should purify himself 

from greed of attaining positions, and start 

working out of love for humanity and world 

peace.

Our Master has clearly stated, 

"There are no officers in this Cause. I do not 

and have not appointed any one to perform 

any special services, but I encourage everyone 

to engage in the service of the Kingdom. The 

foundation of this Cause is purely a 

democracy, and not a theocracy." 

(Reference: Star of the West, Vol. 8, pg. 116)

T h e s e  m a n - m a d e  a s s e m b l i e s  a n d 

authoritative positions have pushed the 

Baha'is to work out of greed of acquiring 

positions which lead to fake reports and false 

statistics. But, if a person frees himself from 

administration, he will fulfil his duties 

towards Baha'u'llah and not for NSA or UHJ. 

Thus, he will be rewarded by Baha'u'llah for 

his efforts. For this reason, Free Baha'is do not 

believe in Officers or Office Bearers and one 

must be the Guardian of his own faith and 

action.

So, anyone who would wish to work for the 

faith should follow the teachings of 

Baha'u'llah and Abdu'l Baha, serve the faith 

and promote world peace and harmony.

Why do you think the Baha'i Faith got split 

into various groups after the passing away of 

the Master? Don't you think the rule of the so-

called guardian Shoghi Effendi and his 

Administration has played a very crucial role 

in the division and disunity of the Baha'is?

DECLARATIONS
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THROWBACK

1895: Portrait of Bahiyyih Khanum, The Greatest Holy Leaf, daughter of 
Baha’u’llah
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All content in this Magazine is for information purposes only. "Free Baha'i 
Faith" assumes no liability or responsibility for any inaccurate, delayed or 
incomplete information, nor for any actions taken in reliance thereon. The 

information contained about each individual, event or organization has been 
provided by such individual, event organizers or organization without 

verification by us.

The opinion expressed in each article is the opinion of its author and does not 
necessarily reflect the opinion of "Free Baha'is". Therefore, "Free Baha'i Faith" 

carries no responsibility for the opinion expressed thereon.

All trademarks, product names, and company names or logos cited herein are 
the property of their respective owners and do not infringe any patent, 

trademark, copyright, license or any other proprietary right of any third party. 

We do not represent Haifa / Wilmette based mainstream Baha'i religion / 
organization in any way.

DISCLAIMER
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