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“Where there 1s love, nothing is too much trouble and there is
always time.” — Abdu'l Baha
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am a follower of the Baha'i Faith, and it is truly strange for me to read this
atement from Shoghi Effendi, published in Baha'i News, December 1947, p. 3:

e use of 'Allah-u-Abha' in the East is, generally speaking, confined to a greeting. It isnot
aid at the end of prayers and the Guardian feels that the less it is used freely in public by the
}aha'is in the West (before strangers) the better, as it gives a very peculiar impression of us, and
akes us seem like some strange Oriental sect."

orf those familiar with the Baha'i teachings, this statement seems deeply contradictory. The pht
Allahu Abha" (meaning "God is Most Glorious") is central to the faith, serving not only asa gree

it also as an invocation of the name of God. It holds a special place in Baha'i prayers, is part©
aily Greatest Name Remembrance (Ninety-five Allahu Abhas), and is a powerful expressic
evotion to Baha'u'llah.

e Free Baha'i movement recognizes that such alterations are not in line with the universalna
f Baha'u'llah’s teachings. Faith is meant to transcend cultural and national boundaries —not
eshaped to fit Western sensibilities. The fear of being associated with "the East" contrac
Baha'u’llah’s vision of unity and oneness.
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lamental expression of devotion?

Free Baha'i perspective suggests that after Abdu’l Baha's passing, the original teachings o
were gradually changed to align with administrative and political concerns rather

tual truth. The Universal House of Justice, under the guidance of the Guardian, moved to
stitutionalized and bureaucratic form of governance, which often conflicted with the o
sive vision that Baha"u’llah had originally intended.

instruction from Shoghi Effendi seems to be one such example of this shift. Rather
noting the natural expression of faith, he sought to regulate and limit it, especially in the We

Free Baha'i View: Returning to the True Spirit of the Faith

Free Baha'i movement believes in returning to the original, unaltered teachings of Baha®
Abdu‘l Baha. Faith was never meant to be confined by rigid administrative structures oralt
he sake of public perception. "Allahu Abha" is a sacred phrase, and its suppression is a sig
titutional changes that occurred after Abdu’l Baha's passing.

a'u'llah’s message is one of unity, authenticity, and spiritual truth. The Baha'i comm
ild not be concerned with how they appear to outsiders, but rather with living the truth of
.f "Allahu Abha" is a divine phrase revealed by Baha'u'llah, why should its use be restricte

suppression of such a fundamental part of the faith should make us question: What else
altered?

time for Baha'is to reflect on these changes and seek the original message of Baha'u'lla
sage of truth, openness, and spiritual freedom.

Baha'is firmly believe that the essence of the Baha'i Faith can only be achieved once we
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BLAST FROM THE PAST
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OUT OF THE MAIL BAG

Brawley, California: I am in receipt of your letter and the Junior Caravan, This
appeals to me very strongly because of my love for Peacé and my great desire to see
the children of the world educated in the ways of peace. We have founded here the
"School World Friendship League" and I enclose our folders on the different depart-
ments of our work., We have also made available a collection of "World Friendship
Songs". These songs supply a need long felt for children's work everywheress...It
ocours to me as I have re-read the aims of the Junior Caravan that we might join our
forces for the Cause of Peace. I am at presont a teacher in the public schools of
Brawley and all the work that I have done has been done as a teacher,

P ; *

Paris, France: Mlle., Remande, who has been in Alsace these past months, has arrived
in Paris, It is with her that I am arranging the matter of the Junior Caravan and

its announcement in "L'Enfant", monthly review. You did not lmow that I was already
coopérating with this Magazine and knew its founder, Maftre Henri Rollet, a great
soul, who, for fifty years, devoted his 1ife for the cause of the so-called "erimindl
childhood", It is in one of his institutions that I have gone for nearly two years,
every Sunday, to play with those from 13 to 21 who were sentenced to various periods
or taken away from irresponsible or difficult parents, At present, "L'Enfant" is

Just adding a’ section to its pages. This new seotion will be especially,for children,
while the rest of the journal will be for educators, teachers, parents and social
welfare institutions interested in the care of childkood. The announcemﬂW} of the
Junior Caravan will be made in the January issue and wo are expecting o permit from
the Ministédre de 1'Education Nationale to introduce the magazine in the public schools
of France, Such permit would be a great help to us and for the Junior Caravan, We
intend to set aside a page every month for the publication of a letter to or from
America written by a child or a class.

Reference: The Children’s Caravan, April 1935
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THROWBACK

1895: Portrait of Bahiyyih Khanum, The Greatest Holy Leaf, daughter of
Baha'u’llah

29 Volume 9 | Edition 1| Baha (Splendor) 182 B.E.



DISCLAIMER

All content in this Magazine is for information purposes only. "Free Baha'i
Faith" assumes no liability or responsibility for any inaccurate, delayed or
incomplete information, nor for any actions taken in reliance thereon. The
information contained about each individual, event or organization has been
provided by such individual, event organizers or organization without
verification by us.

The opinion expressed in each article is the opinion of its author and does not
necessarily reflect the opinion of "Free Baha'is". Therefore, "Free Baha'i Faith"
carries no responsibility for the opinion expressed thereon.

All trademarks, product names, and company names or logos cited herein are
the property of their respective owners and do not infringe any patent,

trademark, copyright, license or any other proprietary right of any third party.

We do not represent Haifa / Wilmette based mainstream Baha'i religion /
organization in any way.
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